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Starting Our Year With Reverence
By Amanda Butterworth, First Grade Teacher
Within our lifetimes, there are a few dear
milestones which we will carry with us
forever. The Waldorf Rose Ceremony, in its
solemn and deeply reverent mood, is one
of those milestones. The loving sentiment
is felt not only by the first and twelfth
graders, but even more so by their parents,
teachers and the whole school community.
These rites of passage, held quite
beautifully by Waldorf schools around the
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world, are so important in human life.
Last Friday, the whole school gathered
to mark the commencement of the
Kindergarteners into First Grade.
These bright-eyed and slightly anxious
youngsters had been dreaming of and
readying themselves for first grade all summer. What a huge step for them! So, when
our twelfth grade buddies joined us to paint mugs and form a special bond a couple days
before, the testament to Waldorf education was truly evident in their countenance, their
kindness and their love of play. The first graders instantly were put at ease and felt a part of
the school community.
This preparation, so lovingly facilitated by ‘Frau’ (Skeydrit) Bähr, paid off in a seamless
and absolutely beautiful ceremony held on the High School grass, complete with harp
accompaniment by fourth grader Chloe and
a beautiful serenade by the twelfth graders.
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As Rudolf Steiner said, “Receive the
children with reverence, educate them
with love and set them forth in freedom.”
The Rose Ceremony certainly saw a whole
school community receive the newest
buds to our flowering grade school with
the deepest reverence. And, following in
Steiner’s words, the first graders will have
their chance to give the twelfth graders
their roses at the end of the year when our
community will set them forth in freedom
to the next chapter of their lives.

STORY IDEAS!
Adam MacKinnon
(father of Willsy
in Fourth Grade
and Theo in Ninth
Grade) is the editor
of The Messenger.
Please let him know if you have
story ideas, feedback on what
you want to see more (or less) of,
or just a burning desire to write.
Many thanks!
Adam can be reached at
messenger@summerfieldwaldorf.org.

Parking Lot Speeding!
Please remember our 5mph
speed limit in the parking lot and
on the entrance and exit routes.
Small children can easily
dart out unexpectedly.
Slower speeds equal
safer schools!

Welcome Back from the Board

All-School Meeting

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Summerfield
Waldorf School and Farm, welcome back to
Summerfield’s 43rd school year. I would like to take
a moment to welcome our newest board members
joining the rest of the returning group, Patricia Gay
and Simon Turkalj, and thank them in advance for
their commitment and volunteerism. We are all
very excited to begin our work again in earnest,
shepherding the school’s financial and legal wellbeing. This year promises to be another terrific one.

thursday, september 20, 7pm

On the financial front, we will have some work to do this year, although
we are very optimistic. As I am sure you are aware, tuition remains the
primary component funding school operations, with our fundraising
and development income providing a necessary role in filling in the
gaps. As we begin the school year, our enrollment numbers are a
little soft, necessitating a close look by the Finance Committee at our
budgets and how to reduce expenses. That committee will be meeting
with the Governance Council regularly to craft both short and long
term solutions to those ends. On the income side, our Admissions
Director Tracy Saucier is working daily on enrollment, and leads a team
of volunteers focused on enhancing our marketing, our web presence,
and our outreach. We are also very excited to be working closely
with our Development Coordinator Caryn Stone via our renewed
and refreshed Development Committee, populated by several board
members, staff members, and volunteers. If you are interested in
participating, please reach out to the Development office.
In addition to finance and development work, some of the other
projects that the Board will undertake this year include a renewed
look at our school’s long term strategic plan and likely review our
site plan. There has been ongoing discussion about the next steps in
growth of the school’s facilities and the necessity to conduct a survey
of the community’s needs and wishes. We will review the community’s
capacity for giving and try to determine the needs of the students, the
school’s faculty and staff, the parents, and the community as a whole.
We invite you to join us at our Board meetings on the third Monday of
every month, generally in one of the high school classrooms. We love
having guests that are interested in the inner workings of the school,
and welcome your viewpoint. If you are interested in serving the
school, you can participate in the discussion about many of the issues
we address, and there are often many opportunities to volunteer.

Summerfield’s Governance
Council warmly invites our entire
community to an All-School
Meeting on Thursday, September
20, from 7:00–8:30pm, in Sophia
Hall.
This meeting will begin
promptly at 7:00pm, and will
give an overview of the school
structure and a chance to put
faces to names of faculty, staff,
Board, College of Teachers, and
Governance Council.
There will be refreshments and
time for socializing. We hope to
see you there!
— The Governance Council

Important Dates:
Kindergarten &
High School Photo Day
Wednesday, September 19

Lower School Photo Day
Thursday, September 20

New Parent Orientation
Thursday, September 20, 5:30pm

All-School Meeting
Thursday, Sep 20, 7pm Sophia Hall

“Why Should Children Work
With Their Hands?” LECTURE BY KEN
SMITH LAUNCHING CRAFT WORKSHOP SERIES

Monday, Sep 24, 7-9pm, Sophia Hall

Walk through the Grades,
Campus Tour

Board members are here to serve the school so that the school can
serve the children. Our work is time-consuming, yet deeply rewarding.
We are delighted and honored to serve, because we recognize that
we are contributing to the well-being of an institution that we hope
will endure for many generations. It is genuinely humbling to be part
of fostering this legacy, and we thank you for entrusting us with this
important role.

Wed, Sep 26, 9am, Sophia Hall

Here’s to the start of a great year!

Basket Weaving Workshop

— Jefferson J. Buller, Board President

Monday, October 8, 10am-2pm
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Michaelmas Festival
& Community Picnic
Friday, September 28

Ironwork Craft Workshop
Saturday, September 29, 9am-1pm

Examining Race at Summerfield
This past August, as part of our back-to-school faculty
meetings, over 50 of our teachers attended a meeting in
Sophia Hall where we focused on understanding the racial
divisions of our society, learning more about the history
of racism in America, understanding our own biases and
experiences, and striving to create a learning environment
where everyone feels welcomed and included.
The question of how the school approaches racism and
diversity is certainly not a new one, but was asked by
parents and faculty in a number of ways last school year.
One such question came during the Wonder of Waldorf
Open House panel discussion in March 2018. The
question of whether the students here felt there was
enough diversity to prepare them for the world outside
was asked by a parent in the audience. A High School
student responded, indicating in a considered fashion
that he felt that Summerfield approached ‘diversity’ in a
truly empowering way, in that students going through
this education, while not perhaps being exposed to
people of many different ethnicities, did experience
being surrounded by socio-economic diversity, and
that students here receive an education that was so
broad and so tolerant, so deep in its acceptance of other
cultures, in short, diverse in so many ways, that students
learn to respect each other as individual human beings.
Clearly private Waldorf education is not easily within
the reach of all families, which is why Summerfield has
such an expansive Financial Aid program, with 40% of
our families receiving partial financial aid. We wanted to
include in our faculty discussions questions of how we
can better understand the history of race and economics
in this country, and thereby become more aware of our
own views and actions.
We started our faculty meeting by asking faculty to
discuss assumptions and issues around the notion: Race
is biological. Then we watched excerpts from the threepart documentary series Race: The Power of an Illusion
interspersed with discussions about our own biographies
and the issues raised of race as a societal construct. At
the end of our afternoon together, questions that arose
from the faculty included:
• Do all children see enough of their own reflection as well as ‘windows’
into others’ experiences in our school?
• How does our school culture come across to people from other cultures?
• How can we be multicultural without exacerbating the divide?
• How do we work with students and adults around us to address
misconceptions?
• What are our own restorative practices to deal with inherent racism?
• How do we consider the experience of the wealth gap in trying to be
inclusive?
• How do we evolve our culture together and understand that, by trying
to be colorblind, we can actually be hurtful?

tackling questions of diversity

These are questions we
must wrestle with as
individuals and as a school.
As Waldorf teachers at
Summerfield, we hold
as true that every child,
irrespective of race, is
coming to us to become
herself by developing
capacities of intellect,
abstract by sam walker, 2016
soul, spirit and social
consciousness. It is our mission to help support and guide
every child in this endeavor, and race is not a factor in
our work except as we and the children must develop our
understanding of our society’s constructs, our history, and
the ways we might view people as a result of these.
Last year, the Governance Council made more visible our
views on diversity by adding the following Association
of Waldorf Schools of North America (AWSNA) position
statement to our website:
Waldorf schools are independent schools, which are designed
to educate all children, regardless of their cultural or religious
backgrounds. The pedagogical method is comprehensive, and, as
part of its task, seeks to bring recognition and understanding to any
world culture or religion. The Waldorf School, founded in 1919 by
Rudolf Steiner, is not part of any church.
Waldorf schools are committed to developing the human potential
of each child to its fullest. Admission to the schools is open to
everyone, without regard to race, sex, creed, religion, national origin,
or ethnicity. In company with many other tuition-based independent
schools, Waldorf schools are actively seeking ways to increase the
economic and ethnic diversity of their student populations.
It is a fundamental goal of our education to bring students to an
understanding and experience of the common humanity of all
the world’s peoples, transcending the stereotypes, prejudices,
and divisive barriers of classification by sex, race and nationality.
We most emphatically reject racism in all its forms, and embrace
the principles of common humanity expressed by the founder
of Waldorf education, Rudolf Steiner: “[We] must cast aside the
division into races. [We] must seek to unite people of all races and
nations, and to bridge the divisions and differences between various
groups of people.”

Given that those divisions Steiner refers to are actually
growing wider in the current climate of our society today,
we, as a school, must not only continue but deepen our
efforts to find real ways to bridge those divisions and
differences as we teach children and interact with each
other on a daily basis.
At Summerfield, we take this task seriously and with the
deepest desire that we can make a difference for our
children today, so that future humankind will experience
not just one nation, but one world, indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all.
—The Governance Council

Annual Michaelmas Celebration

School Photo Day
is Coming!

By Andrea Jolicoeur, Lower School Secretary

The dates are:

Michaelmas celebration ~ student workday, pageant &
community byo picnic ~ Friday, september 28

• Wednesday, September 19 for
Kindergarten & High School

REMEMBER TO BRING picnic dinner, blankets, plates & utensils!

The Michaelmas pageant will begin at 4pm:
a play and songs that the children will present
about Archangel Michael’s confrontation with
the dragon in aid of the besieged townspeople.
It is a picture of the faith and the striving of
human beings in preparation for the cold months, hard work, and difficult lessons of the
year ahead. All of us can strengthen ourselves at this beloved festival.

MICHAELMAS NOTES

please read!

• The community meal after the pageant will be a BYO picnic. Please bring a picnic dinner for your
family, and the school will provide bread to share with fresh butter and apple cider from the farm.
• Children must be under the supervision of their parents as soon as the pageant ends.
• Parents may be asked to bring tools from home for their class’ workday activities (during school
hours)—label with family name!
• Classes Two through Eight and a few high schoolers perform in the pageant.

photo by miguel salmerón

• Thursday, September 20 for
Lower School (Grades 1-8) &
Faculty/Staff

Michaelmas will be celebrated with a student
workday, pageant and BYO picnic on Friday,
September 28. During the school day, all
second-eighth grade students will participate
in projects to beautify our campus.

Our photographer is Sari
Singerman. She recommends
wearing dark autumn colors and
solids. For the optimal portrait,
please avoid wearing bright
colors, white t-shirts, or anything
with logos/branding.
After photos are taken, you
will get an email with ordering
information.
Also, parent volunteers are
needed to help on Photo Day.
You will receive a generous
photo package in exchange
for your time. Please contact
Andrea Jolicoeur if you
are available: andreajoli@
summerfieldwaldorf.org.

• In the lead-up to the day, parents may be asked to assist with costume fittings and alterations.
• Each class will ask a few parents to provide a healthy, hearty snack for the entire class to eat at 3pm.

RETURNING THIS WEEK!

• Students will stay with their class from 3pm until after the pageant.

Coffee Cart

• In the lower grades, a few parents may be asked to help get the children dressed for the pageant,
between 3:30 and 4pm.
• We ask that families arrive by 3:45pm in order to be settled on the grass in back of the lower
school buildings by 4pm when the pageant begins.
• Pageant begins at 4pm & lasts approx 45 mins.
• Bring blankets for seating, along with your family’s picnic and personal eating utensils, plates
and cups. The school will not be providing paper products for the meal, so please remember to
bring what you need!
• 7th and 8th grade parents are in charge of the clean-up after the pageant and picnic.

photo by cynthia raiser jeavons

• Please be sure to let your teacher & Viviana know if your child will need to be in Aftercare after 4pm.

Come visit the Coffee
Cart, in front of the
Finance office near
the lower parking lot. Parent
volunteers brew hot coffee and
Summerfield’s school baker
provides fresh organic muffins,
scones and other goodies,
with GF options as well. Hours
are Monday through Friday,
8am–9am. On rainy mornings
you’ll find us tucked under the
overhang of Sophia Hall.
Proceeds support the school’s
Hot Lunch program. Please get
in touch with Addie Mullennix
if you’d like to volunteer:
amullennmix@gmail.com.
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left-right: charmaine, chelsea, lynn,
doug, kristien, beth

The members were chosen by a process whereby faculty recommended
parents, and parents recommended faculty to participate. All members
went through 20 hours of training with facilitator Jon McAlice in the
past year, together with the Governance Council, who participated in
this training to enhance listening skills for our work. They all have long
experience with listening, have shown a strong dedication to Summerfield,
and were willing to commit to this endeavor for at least the next year.
The group’s work will focus on cultivating and nurturing communication
within the school community. In collaboration with the Governance
Council and College, the Ombuds can initiate ongoing opportunities
for individuals to strengthen their abilities to communicate openly
and creatively. They will provide an impartial, yet caring, listening
space for individuals within the community who feel they are not
being heard. They may also initiate conversations that can serve to
prevent differences from evolving into conflicts. With the Governance
Council, they may facilitate and witness in conflict situations between
employees, employees and parents, and between parents.
Upon request, the Ombuds Circle will work with individuals and groups
within the school community who are in need of dialogue or support
in structuring such processes, with the goal of helping people develop
new ways to solve problems themselves.
The Ombuds Circle may also work with the Governance Council and the
College to structure and implement appropriate forms of facilitation
when necessary.
We are confident that renewing and deepening our focus on listening
will strengthen our community, which is based on the idea that all of us
are here to work on realizing our potential as a human beings. Practicing
true listening is the way we recognize each developing individual
as a member of our community, and we are grateful that a group of
committed community members has taken up this work on our behalf.
To contact the Ombuds Circle, email ombuds@summerfieldwaldorf.org.
—The Governance Council

For the past few years, one
dedicated parent, Holly Hollinger,
has made most of the beautiful
items our children have
purchased. As all good things
must come to an end, Holly is
passing the torch and we are
looking to the Kindergarten and
lower school families to help
continue this beloved tradition.
Each class will
be asked to
make 30-40
items—but it
takes 800 items
to fill our shop!
So, we are calling on all sewers,
knitters, candle & jewelry makers,
woodworkers: maybe you would
like to contribute something as
well? We also welcome small gift
jars of jam, honey, homemade
granola, and donations of gently
used, Waldorf-inspired items.

photo m. salmerón

The Ombuds Circle now consists
of six trained faculty members
and parents who will work
together to ensure that the
social fabric of the Summerfield
community is strengthened
through healthy communication.
These members are parents
Lynn Behling, Kristien Lerfald,
Doug Silberstein, Charmaine
Stainbrook, and High School
teachers Beth Weisburn and Chelsea Young.

The Winter Faire is Summerfield’s
annual winter festival with crafts
and puppet shows and the everfavorite Snowflake Shoppe where
children can shop for handcrafted
gifts—without their parents!

Contact Holly or Kristi for ideas
or to let us know what you can
make: Holly Trivan, (310) 990-9874
htrivan@me.com
Kristi Hruzewicz, (415) 747-4766
kristi.grotting@gmail.com

Apples Wanted!
The After-School
program is
looking for
donated apples
for their snacks.

by zoe hunt

With the understanding that acknowledging and dealing with conflict is
a critical part of any functioning community, the Governance Council has
supported the renewal of an Ombuds Circle. We are happy to announce
this resource will be available to parents, faculty and staff this year!

Calling All Makers,
Bakers & Creators!

We would be
willing to come pick them up if
you prefer. ~ Thank you, Viviana
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‘apple’

Announcing Our Ombuds Circle!

welcome to new faculty and staff!
The summer is always a time of transition. After
saying a fond farewell to several long-serving
stalwarts of the school at the end of last year, we
begin anew and are delighted to announce the
following new hires to the Summerfield family of
teachers and staff. Please join us in welcoming them!

in administration

Audra Cauchon

in the high school

Charles Becker
high school art teacher

A parent of a seventh grader at Summerfield,
Charles is a professional painter of high
renown. His work has been exhibited internationally in
France, Japan, Hong Kong, Sweden, New York and featured
in countless publications. He offered to teach electives in
oil painting to eleventh and twelfth graders. We feel very
fortunate to have Charles sharing with students his gift for
‘seeing the world’ as an artist and showing them how artistic
skills can lead to a profession.

finance coordinator in training

Kate Hammond

As outgoing Finance Coordinator Judy Reid
transitions into retirement, Audra has stepped in, bringing
a strong background in accounting—most recently as the
Treasurer of LowePro in Petaluma. Audra met Tricia Walker
some years ago and was ‘sold’ on Summerfield, but it wasn’t
until 2016 that she discovered Mrs. Walker’s current class
could include her son Maksymilian and enthusiastically
enrolled him here. Originally from Detroit, she is very grateful
to be part of our Waldorf community.

high school movement & roots and shoots lead teacher

in the lower school

Acacia Brisbois

handwork assistant

Acacia has joined our faculty as a Handwork
Assistant in the Lower Grades, and blesses
the classroom with her life-long passion
for handwork. Her skills have been honed through years
of experience professionally sewing custom children’s
clothing, stuffed animals, and other crafts. Acacia attended
Summerfield as a student, graduating with the first high
school class! She is also a Waldorf parent, and now her
youngest daughter is just beginning Kindergarten at
Summerfield. We are excited to welcome Ms Brisbois back to
her alma mater as a faculty member!

Zach Koblick de Leon
games teacher & farm assistant

Zach comes to Summerfield from a
background as an EMT and summer camp
leader. He is in the beginning of the Waldorf
teacher training course at the Center for Educational Renewal
and has great enthusiasm for his new profession. He will
be teaching some games lessons here and there, as well as
working as the Farm Assistant.

Barbara Kobabe

ls practical arts & handwork asst.

An alumni parent, Barb has been part of
our community for many years, including
volunteering with the arts teachers and
assisting in handwork classes. She is highly
skilled at handwork, and we feel very lucky to
have her sharing this gift with the students.
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A Waldorf graduate herself, Kate has been
a lifelong student of anthroposophy. With
previous training in Applied Linguistics,
she graduated from Emerson College with
a certificate in Waldorf Teacher Training
specializing in Early Childhood Education,
and has taught kindergarten, preschool, parent and child
classes, and infants, and in teacher-training courses. She also
trained in England in Bothmer Gymnastics, and completed
her movement training with Jaimen McMillan’s Spacial
Dynamics Institute. She is now the intrigued mother of two
teenage boys who both attend Summerfield. She will be
working (and playing) with our youngest students, the babies
of Roots & Shoots, as well as bringing early-morning Bothmer
Gymnastics movement to our high schoolers.

Rebeca Koblick de Leon

high school art teacher

Rebeca comes to Summerfield excited about
having discovered Waldorf education, and
is freshly enrolled in the Waldorf teacher
training course at the Center for Educational
Renewal. Her background is as a professional
graphic designer in Mexico and the U.S. We
are delighted to have her enthusiasm and
initiative supporting our high school art program and also
assisting in Spanish classes.

Jun Kong

high school math & science

Please welcome Jun who will be teaching
Math and Chemistry along with electives
in Cell Biography and Chinese Calligraphy
in the high school. Jun (pronounced “June”)
taught biology and chemistry for 15 years
in Chinese high schools before completing a Waldorf High
School Teacher Training in Chengdu, China. Since then she
has completed Early Childhood and Educational Support
programs at Rudolf Steiner College. She taught for two years
at Highland Hall Waldorf School in L.A. before coming to
Summerfield. Jun is presently engaged in a two- year program
in Goethean Science with the Nature Institute in New York.
We feel fortunate to engage this life-long learner as a teacher
for our students at Summerfield!

in early childhood

development staff news

Akemi Zoshi
yellow rose kindergarten assistant

welcoming new development associates

The Early Childhood faculty is pleased to
welcome Akemi as our new Yellow Rose kindergarten assistant.
She has more than twenty years experience in daycare and
residential group home support for children at risk in the U.S.
and Japan. Akemi has worked as an assistant at Marigold Play
Garden in Sebastopol and as a babysitter for many Waldorf
families. She has just completed her Lifeways training.

Hayden Terstegge

Nico Rease

kindergarten aftercare lead teacher

Another new face in the Early Childhood Village is Nico Rease,
our Kindergarten Aftercare Lead Teacher. Nico worked most
recently as an assistant in the kindergarten at the Sebastopol
Charter School. She is in training to be a kindergarten teacher
at the Bay Area Center for Waldorf Teacher Training and
interned in the Rosebud Preschool at Summerfield last winter.
Nico worked with children in the public school realm for
eight years as a kindergarten
teacher, and in curriculum
design for the gardening
program at Salmon Creek
Elementary School. As
founder and director of Wild
Wisdom Ways, Nico also runs
a rites of passage program for
mothers and daughters.

Arika Schumacher

left-right: nico, arika

kindergarten aftercare assistant teacher

Arika is Miss Nico’s assistant in the Kindergarten Aftercare
program. A personal chef as well, she worked in the after
school care program at Monte Rio Elementary School and
has also trained in permaculture design in addition to kinetic
voice work.

acorns aftercare program
Donna Stusser, our well-loved Roots and Shoots Lead
Teacher, will also work as Lead Acorns Aftercare Teacher in
the Rosebud Preschool this year. Many of the children now
in the Rosebud classroom have been with Miss Donna since
infancy. We welcome her presence in this sweet and relaxed
afternoon program.
Mariane Sansone joins us this year as
Assistant to Miss Donna in the Acorns
Aftercare program. Mariane has worked as a
substitute teacher at Summerfield and her
daughter, Maria, is now in first grade.
Thanks to Tim Allen, Catherine Schlager, Donna Stusser,
Beth Weisburn, and Isabel Wundsam for their contributions!

Hayden joined the Development
office in the spring of last year
to help produce Farm to Feast,
2018. She currently divides her
time between Summerfield and
providing bookkeeping and
small business management
for two businesses in Marin. Hayden has two boys
at Summerfield, Kelan in fourth grade and Flynn in
first grade, and has been enthusiastic about Waldorf
education and Summerfield since Kelan was in Roots
and Shoots. Hayden loves to read, cook and garden. We
are so happy to have her great energy, professionalism
and skill set in the Development office again this year!

Sarah MacPhail
Prior to parenthood, Sarah
owned and operated an olive oil
business and worked as a taste
panel member for the UC Davis
and California Olive Oil Council
Taste Panels. She has also worked
for several Napa Valley wineries,
in both production and business operations. Sarah’s
segue to Waldorf Education came after studying
Biodynamics at Steiner College. Her children began
their journey at Summerfield in the Roots and Shoots
program seven years ago. Sarah has spent many of
those years volunteering at Summerfield in various
capacities, including Farm to Feast 2018, and we are so
pleased to have her lend her insight and prowess to the
Development team.
And, in other Development News,
we’re delighted to announce
that Leslie Loy, formerly High
School Counselor, has joined the
Development team to coordinate
Alumni Relations and Outreach.
Leslie currently works as the
Training and Events Coordinator for
the Charter School Development
Center in Sacramento, where she resides with her
four-year-old daughter Zoe. If you’re an alum doing
interesting things out in the world, please let Leslie
know! Her email is leslie@summerfieldwaldorf.org.
— Caryn Stone, Development Coordinator
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New Beginnings in the Summerfield Farmyard
By Farmer Dan
A young Asian American recently observed
that, as a student in the DC area public
school system, she felt that: “I wasn’t seen
and I never really saw myself”, until she
joined her lower school class in an area
Waldorf school. Empowering our students
to feel seen, and to see the other, is a
crucial part of what is interwoven in our
curriculum, not only in the classroom, but
in the art studios, movement classes, field
trips, and even out on the farm in many of
the activities the children participate in.
A well-loved former Minnesota Senator
once said simply that “We all do better
when we all do better” and, as the students
return from their summer vacations and
we marvel at how they have grown like the
corn, winter squash and apple blossoms
(now apples), somewhat magically while
we have been away, we look forward to the
sustained passion and effort they bring to
their learning and their work together here
at Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm.
And yes, we all do better when we all do
better—ask any teacher.
Children use the map of their own body to
map out the world and, as their teachers
water the soil of their little, energetic
beings, who they are and are destined to
become begins to emerge. Perhaps more
important than anything else, children
need to know that they are seen and that
they are loved. Waldorf education offers
a smorgasbord of enriching opportunities
for the children to reach for, and here is a
sampling from their activities on the farm.
Introspectively, I quizzed the students at
our opening assembly, inviting them to
raise their hands if they had a favorable
chickens after dark by nora miller-fitzpatrick
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experience or
response: How
many like to eat?
To help grow what
you eat ? To hold
bunnies? To gather
warm eggs? To
press apples and
drink their cider?
To plant seeds
and watch them
grow? To hoe and
pull weeds? To
shovel cow and
sheep manure? To
shell corn and beans? To chase chickens?
To carve pumpkins? To work hard enough

sheep, eighth grade pastel, 2015

to get dirty and sweaty? To pick and eat
raspberries and wild blackberries? To
name newborn calves? To make birdhouses
and brooms? To scrub the duck pond and
clean the chicken house? To try milking the
cow? To walk on the farm in cool October
in the dark with your lighted lantern,
singing and swinging with your class?
To shear the sheep and clean, card and
spin, then knit the wool? To eat organic
popsicles after working in the sun-washed
fields? To climb the walnut tree and play
on the old tractor in the farmyard? To
listen to Farmer Dan like little angels?

were cackling on their roosts, waiting for
the secure sound of the locking and bolting
of the door, and the ducks stood clustered
by their little door, crowding around and
eager to get in for the night as well. The
rabbits huddled safely in their little hovel
munching on fresh Timothy hay, secure
behind double-locked cage doors. And
all this was followed by the sense of deep
peace the farmer feels when all the animals
are safely and securely bedded down for
another night. It is not unlike a parent
shutting their child’s bedroom door after
a busy and active day, or the class teacher
closing and locking the classroom for the
evening when they head home.

Late one early August evening while
farm-sitting for the vacationing farmer,
while I stood in the parking lot chatting
with a colleague as the sun was setting in
a fiery orange ball over the western hills.
Out of the corner of my eye, I noticed a
huge coyote the size of a large German
Shepherd about ten feet away from me on
the other side of the pasture fence casually
observing the flock of sheep. Breaking out
of my reverie, I hurried up the hill and
through the farmyard to open the gates
and let the sheep and our two calves into
their covered enclosure for the night. As I
closed the outer of three gates, there near
the gate stood the coyote again silently
watching in the darkening shadows. All the
chickens had scurried into their coop and

As the new school year opens, I would like
to mention one of our dear students who
passed away just as the last school year was
ending and we were all looking towards a
welcome summer break. Kelly Souza was
one of those students we as teachers call a
“solid citizen” who seem to anchor the core
of her class with a warmth, a kindness, and
an innate sense of reverence that stands
out for the way that it doesn’t stand out.
Kelly also had a quiet, keen sense of humor
and a mischievious twinkle in her eye that
brought unexpected light and levity to our
work over many years together, all the way
back to kindergarten. As a young college
student, Kelly still liked to stop by for a
visit to the school every now and again
and, one morning earlier in the spring she

Farm Stand News
By Farmer Dana
Our Farm Stand refrigerator
is overflowing from our first
autumn harvest of the year.

farm scene, eighth grade pastel, 2015

showed up in the farm kitchen and in her
quiet way asked, “Do you still remember
me?” We shared a warm hug and a
boatload of memories. Rudolf Steiner liked
to point out in his writings how important
it is for the students to love their teachers,
and of course that goes both ways.
Throughout the summer, Kelly’s memory
has been one of my nicest thoughts. In
closing, I honor her memory with a poem
from the 12th century poet Yehuda Halevi:
To Love What Death Can Touch
by Yehuda Halevi (1075-1141)
‘Tis a fearful thing
To love what death can touch.
A fearful thing
To love, to hope, to dream, to be—
To be,
And oh, to lose.
A thing for fools, this,
And a holy thing,
A holy thing
To love.
For your life has lived in me,
Your laugh once lifted me,
Your word was gift to me.
To remember this brings painful joy,

Our new third grade harvested
hundreds of pounds of potatoes,
the most delicious German
butterball potatoes you could
imagine, as well as a few French
fingerling varieties. Just slice them in half and score them lightly, bake
cut-side down after generously tossing them in salt and olive oil for the
quickest addition to your autumn meal.
We also have an excellent crop of cauliflower. I like adding it to a mix of
roasted root vegetables (again being generous with olive oil and salt).
You can also bake it with a jar of fresh tomato sauce, basil or pesto and
top with parmesan for a carb-free casserole. If you haven’t tried the
cauliflower yet, I suggest you do—it’s a real treat.
We’re harvesting lots of tender broccoli side shoots right now that you
can create an entire dish around—we harvest it with long stems and
leaves that lend it nicely to a quick sauté for a Thai -or Asian-inspired dish,
or you can sauté it in butter and a few drops of water to get it tender
enough to add to an Italian frittata.
Lots of sun-gold tomatoes have been going through the Farm Stand—
I suspect most get eaten in the car on the way home, before they ever
make it to the kitchen. Our Delicata squash was just harvested—it’s a
staple in our kindergarten classrooms. Just cut in half, scoop out the
seeds, roast them skin side down with a pinch of salt and fat slice of
butter under each one for a delicious taste of autumn sweetness—
they’re done when you can smell the brown butter.
Now is the time to make pesto for the winter. We have a huge amount of
basil and cilantro. I like to make large batches and freeze them. Basil for a
classic Genovese pesto, and cilantro for a Mexican salsa verde.
Finally, lots of apples will be coming in the next month. Our old trees
produce smaller apples, the perfect size for your little ones to eat a whole
apple.
Come along to the Farm Stand and discover all the bounty of harvest
season… And when you buy your produce from our farm stand, you are
supporting our school. What better way to shop, eat, and enjoy the work
of your children!

‘Tis a human thing, love,
A holy thing, to love
What death has touched.

Blessings on a fruitful harvest season as
together we begin another adventurous
school year,
Warmly from the Summerfield farmyard,
Farmer Dan

Farm Guild
Please join us for our Tuesday volunteer days on the
Farm. We work from about 9am–noon, breaking halfway
for a potluck snack and food. Don’t forget to bring a
sun hat and water bottle. We’re happy to help with
your gardening questions, and you also get to leave with a basket full of
produce. RSVP and questions to Farmer dana@summerfieldwaldorf.org.
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Off-Trail & Beyond the Comfort Zone
the high school open week trips
High School starts each year with a week-long field trip in August before classes begin. Students
from ninth to twelfth grade get to choose from many different trip options. It’s a way for the new
ninth graders to jump right into life in the high school and to meet fellow students from each of the
other years. It’s also a chance for the new juniors and seniors to take on greater leadership roles.
The Messenger solicited these submissions about three of the trips...

by lena haug
“I’ll take another fish head, thanks!”
articulated Yifang. Aiden and Kai were
grilling up a storm up at Big Bird Lake,
feeding fresh trout fillets to the 2018
backpacking crew. It was our fourth night
out, after an early morning start off-trail.
But let me tell it from the beginning. Our
trip began with our packs full, heavier
than we remembered ever packing them.
The Summerfield Waldorf High School
backpacking Open Week group began
their first ascent into the back country
surrounded by pines and heat. A full
seven miles of climbing up to the beautiful
Twin Lakes out of Lodgepole. Our legs
felt like lead after the long van ride to
Sequoia National Park. That first night, the
brightest full moon rose as all 17 of us were
at last snuggled into our sleeping bags at
9,500 feet of elevation.
Little did we know we would need that
bright flashlight of a moon the very
next night. Day two, after a long day of
summiting Silliman Pass, and following
Sugarloaf Creek for miles, at 6pm our goal
of Roaring river was still six miles out. We
decided to break for an hour, make dinner,
swim in the cool creek pools, then sling our
10 • messenger • sep 2018 •

navigated well and made it to the lake while
it was still early. This was our rest day. A
day of endless naps, sunbathing, fishing
and polar bear dips. Harry and Urean made
it across the lake in a brave cold swim dash!
For dinner, Yifang taught us all how to
properly eat a fish head. Vivianne tasted
her first ever fish eyeball. We feasted and
lived rich on wilderness.

The river provided so many wonders that
next morning, including laundry washing
and blister soothing, along with great
trout fishing. A relaxed morning was
well deserved. But, by noon, it was time
to return onto Deadman’s Canyon trail
heading up towards Ranger Meadow. That
evening would be the start to our off-trail
exploration. A few years ago, with another
open week group, [fellow school chaperone
Farmer] Dana had scouted a granite flat
just west of the trail at the top of the valley.
It overlooked Ranger Meadow far below.
The overflow, from a lake high above,
spilled across the rock, making a perfect
place for our camp with an endless supply
of water right there. That night we slept
on glacier-smoothed stone, gazing up at
a wonderment of constellations and the
grand Milky Way.

Beyond that lake, a day later, the table
lands were still awaiting our exploration.
At 12,000 feet using only our topography
maps, a compass and our educated sense
of direction, we flawlessly covered miles
of unchartered alpine wilderness. Never
doubt your young adult’s senses. When
they need them, they are there.

Hiking off-trail is an exhilarating
adventure, especially when there are lakes
to be discovered and fish to be caught.
Early the next morning, we continued
up the rocky mountain side, following
the general flow
of that overflow
creek we had slept
next to the night
before. Above
us, somewhere
to the southwest,
was large Big
Bird Lake. We

Beyond that traverse, due west, we noted a
saddle between two mountains. Just south,
between two steep grades lay Pear Lake, we
would reconnect with the trail.
Blistered and layered with dust, packs light,
legs strong, we marched back to Lodgepole
after our last night in the back country at
Pear Lake.
Our gratitude to the incredible young
adults who embarked on this adventure.
And a very special thank you to the two
seniors Harry and Urean, who have learned
many backcountry skills over the years,
and did just as much guiding as Dana and
myself on this trip!

photos by lena haug

The Backcountry
Backpacking Trip

packs on anew and continue the remaining
six miles to Roaring River. Six miles may
seem like a short distance, but with 25lb
packs on and on mountainous granite
terrain, six night miles can seem like a
lifetime. At 11:30pm, at last we stumbled
into camp and peacefully slept long into the
morning hours to the sound of a roaring
river.

photo by cruz leras

everything would be fine as long as
I conversed only with the guides. As
everyone on the trip can confirm, however,
I totally failed at limiting my conversations
to the guides and talked almost everyone’s
ears off. Even my comedic alter ego,
Deena, made several appearances.

The Kayaking Trip
by mason stainbrook
My tenth grade Open Week experience
was memorable. Although the kayaking
trip I went on was not even in my top
three choices, it turned out to be a
ridiculous amount of fun. I went into the
trip with a very pessimistic attitude, not
that pessimism is always bad, but in this
situation it was unwarranted. My initial
hesitation about the trip was due purely to
the number of freshmen that were going
on the trip. I know it’s slightly hypocritical
for me to be disappointed about freshman
being on an Open Week trip, since I was
a freshman only last year, but I have to be
honest.
When all the cars reached the kayak launch
point on Tomales Bay, the weather was
dreary and I was in a bad mood. The bad
mood was probably just low blood sugar
(I hadn’t eaten breakfast), but I was sure
that the trip was going to be a bust. My
bad mood grew even worse when I was
informed that the kayaks we were using
were “sit-on-tops.” From my experience I
was convinced that, with a dugout kayak,
you are more stable in the water, protected
from water splashing on your legs, and
you stay warmer. But in sit-on-tops you
rock around, water splashes on your legs
and, if the sun is out, you either have to
wear long pants or put on a whole bunch of
sunscreen, which I hate. As I soon learned,
sit-on-top kayaks are totally fine, but I
just didn’t want to admit it because of my
horrible mood.
After our first day of paddling, I started
to get the sense that this trip wasn’t going
to be as bad as I had originally thought.
We had two amazing guides provided
to us by the kayak rental service and
two chaperones from school. I decided

One of the best experiences of the trip
turned out to be a very silly game. In
our campsite there was a large coastal
coniferous tree; it was spectacular for
climbing. After one long day of paddling, I
got back to the campground and found four
ninth graders playing the game that we later
named “Loodees in the Tree.” For some
reason two of the guys each called the other
“Loodee,” hence the name of the game.
Most mothers will probably disapprove of
the rules of this game, but I’ll share them
anyway. Three people would climb around
in the tree while two others would stand on
the ground and throw objects at them. In
order to win the game, the people on the
ground had to hit the people in the tree five
times each. The only objects that were off
limits for throwing were rocks. After a while
of playing, one clever Loodee managed to
get to a spot in the tree where we couldn’t
hit him, so he won the game.
The trip was filled with fun; it was also
loud. That makes sense—there were
nine freshman in the crew. Something I
hadn’t thought of on the trip, but my mom
mentioned to me on the car ride home, was
how refreshing it was not being the one
getting yelled at all the time. In fact, I was
sixth highest in command (yes, I analyzed
the chain of command that carefully). Not
that that’s really impressive in any way, but
if Jeff, Sam, Michelle, Ben and Zachary were
all injured I would have been in charge.
Speaking of being “in charge,” as a group
we decided that while we were kayaking we
would be a democracy, but when we were
on the land we would have a dictatorship
under the tyrannical and authoritarian
leadership of Ben. At first we all thought
that this was a great idea, but swiftly we
realized that he could make us do things
that we were not at all fond of doing.
For example: doing dishes, helping cook
dinner, cleaning up camp, or simply
listening to adults.

On one particular day I found the
dictatorship to be especially annoying.
We had just completed a one-mile hike
and were sitting down to have lunch.
After lunch we were supposed to go on a
five-mile loop through the woods, which I
was personally very against. I decided that
I was going to overthrow the dictatorship
in any way I could. Had we been on the
water, I would have called for a vote so
I could become the dictator and allow
everyone to decide for themselves if they
wanted to join the hike, but because it was
a dictatorship on land, we were were stuck.
So I asked Michelle if there was any way
for me to become the dictator. She gave
me one option. She said, “The only way for
you to become the next dictator is to defeat
both Jeff and Ben in an honorable round of
arm wrestling.” I, feeling very good about
myself at that moment, was certain that
victory (and power) would be mine.
In order to begin the overthrow of power, I
had to find my first opponent. He came in
the form of Ben. As we sat across the picnic
table from one another, arms locked, ready
to start, the only words that came out of
my mouth were, “I can’t let my biology
teacher beat me.” Thankfully, I was able
to vanquish him in one swift blow, well
more like a push. But then I had to face
my next opponent. I thought Jeff, who is a
good three inches shorter than me with a
slender build, would be easy to beat. What
I neglected to take into account was the
fact that he paddles kayaks every day for a
living and climbs rocks as a hobby. But in
my moment of glorious victory over Ben,
I didn’t think anybody in the world could
beat me. Unfortunately, I was gravely
mistaken. As soon as I felt his grip around
my hand I knew it was over. To no one’s
surprise, including my own, I was easily
vanquished. Well, not too easily, but pretty
easily. Ironically, by not succeeding at arm
wrestling I had to go on the hike, and it
was one of my favorite parts of the trip.
I went into the trip thinking it would be
horrible, but it turned out to be a truly
memorable experience. We got to see
bioluminescence on the bay, experience
nature in its pure, untouched form, and I
learned that not being in charge is exactly
the right place for me—at least for now.
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Meditation at Pepperwood Trip

registration now open!

student poetry and artwork
How can we learn from the Native Americans? Their practices teach a way to live in
harmony with Nature. In these times of environmental change we spent five days together
at Pepperwood Preserve, staying in the Bechtel House, where the history and practices of
three tribes are being embraced consciously, especially in relationship to recent fires. We
started the day with Mindfulness practices to deepen our self-awareness as well as our own
personal relationship to nature. We met with some of the people who work at Pepperwood,
as we walked the land to gain a sense of place and learn about
its history, past, present and future. There was also time for
drawing, painting and collage. This trip weaved together poetry
art, ecology, meditation and history.

Circus Waldissima
Circus Club

— Trip chaperones Bob Flagg & Ronni Sands
Tall honey tinted grass gently brush one another
with a whistling noise swooshing by
like waves traveling along the cool beach.
The breeze carries a sweet scent of fresh sweet hay.
The wind billows past my face in heaps of blanketing warmth.
The low consistent hum from cars too far to see, but I can hear them.

abstract by savannah gianna,
ninth grade

I can hear the busy people rushing to work while I am here.

Classes start Tuesday,
September 18, so register NOW!!
Registration forms are available
in the Main Office or online at
www.summerfieldws.org/circus.

In this soft breeze-like sand rolling on valleys, waves of grass flow across hills.
The chirp of crickets crackle across the hill like pop rocks,
while honey tinted grass swishes by them.

—sophia mooney mcdermott, tenth grade

Buy-In Party Spots
Still Available!

Let the cool wind lick your face,
feel its soft touch like a piece of lace,
hear the rustle of the tall grasses swaying in the breeze,
swaying but not breaking like supple strong trees.
See the burnt caramel brown of the heat crusted land,
all sounds joining together to create nature’s band.

landscape by zoey sugino, ninth grade

When night comes, observe the star-spangled sky,
then remember to give this place one last long goodbye.

—reed hays, eleventh grade

Saturday, Oct 6, 5pm-10pm • $100 each
Summerfield’s master handwork
teacher, Lisa Wilde will show you the
fundamental skills needed to dye
wool using gathered on Summerfield’s
own Biodynamic Farm.

by the idea that a life, for that is what time measures,
the life of a human, a plant, a planet, can be dissected into minutes,
seconds, hours; that there is a concrete past, present and future.
For I do not believe that it can be so easily separated.
It is like a river, continually moving forward;

Pizza with your Pals in Napa Valley

But should one stand on the bank, one could see,

Saturday, Sep 15, 9am-1pm • $75 each

exist in, a place outside of time.
It is rare that one may experience a place outside of time,
luna arteaga-laak

You step out of the river, quietly removed from the consistency of passing seconds.
So for a few breaths, a couple of heartbeats,
Life becomes an experience that cannot be measured.

—luna arteaga-laak, eleventh grade
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There are still a few spots available
at two buy-in party events from our
Farm to Feast fundraiser. If you’re
a new family to the school, this is
a great way to meet others in our
community and enjoy a fun night out.
Plant-Based Wool Dyeing Workshop

I have always been fascinated by time,

When something so utterly consuming is felt or happens,

We have an exciting line up for after
school classes, including Unicycling,
Silks, Trapeze, Mixed Aerial Arts,
Circus Skills, Acrobatics & Tumbling
and our Advanced Cabaret
Performance Group.

Join us for this casual alfresco dining
experience in the Napa Valley. We
will have homemade, hand-tossed
wood-fired pizza with a selection of
Napa Valley’s boutique wines and
handcrafted beers.
Stop by the Main Office to buy-in!

PARENT EDUCATION INITIATIVE

Join Us On a Creative Journey...
As we wander through the season of waning light, embark with us on a
journey to explore what the lights of Advent mean in relation to Waldorf
education at Summerfield, and discover how this relates to the development
of the child throughout the grades.
The Parent Education Initiative has put together a series of Arts and Crafts
workshops prefaced with a keynote talk, so that parents may have a window
into the ‘development of thinking’ in their children. We’ll have the chance
to learn how working hands-on with materials trains capacities such as
imaginative thinking, strengthening the will and picturing abstract math.
From Kindergarten through Twelfth Grade, we are educating the whole
human being to be present and at home on the earth. What are we really
able to do with what is in our environment? What do we need, touch, use
every day? How was it made? And why is this important for children?
keynote lecture by ken smith :: monday, september 24, 7-9pm sophia hall

Why Should Children Work With Their Hands in the 21st Century?
Our dynamic opening speaker is Ken Smith, Director of the Bay Area Center for
Waldorf Teacher Training. Ken has worked in Waldorf education with children
and adults for more than 20 years after completing his studies in Anthroposophy,
Art and Education at Emerson College, England. Hear his talk to open the
doorway into this picture of self-development through the Arts and Crafts.
workshop :: saturday, september 29 | 9:00am–1:00pm

Ironwork — The Light of Stones
Come explore the mineral world with our blacksmithing
teacher Konstantin Gortinsky, who will offer a workshop in
blacksmithing to celebrate the fire of Michaelmas and rock energies.
workshop :: monday, october 8 | 10:00am–2:00pm

Basket Weaving — The Light of Plants
Join Ronni Sands, Summerfield’s Permaculturist, who will offer
a workshop to honor the plant world in weaving baskets.

Summerfield Bike
to School Program
Keep riding! Our
BiketoSchool
program is in
full force for the
fifth year.
It’s simple—all
you need to do
is track your
rides to school.
One of our donors will give $1 per
rider per day through the whole
year to our Annual Giving Fund—
and, one-way trips count!
What a fun way to make a
difference and earn money for
Summerfield. Wallet-size ride
cards are available in the Main
Office to keep track of rides.
Exclusive BiketoSchool t-shirts can
be earned by riding all year!
~ Caryn Stone,
Development Coordinator
your family shops,
our school earns dollars!

eScrip Program
Families are encouraged to
register their grocery club cards
(e.g., Oliver’s Market), and existing
credit / debit cards as supporters.
A percentage of all purchases
made at eScrip merchants will be
given back to our school.
Visit eScrip.com — it’s that easy!

workshop :: saturday, november 3 | 10:00am–2:00pm

Plant Dyeing with Wool — The Light of Beasts

Benefit Mobile

Come get cozy with Lisa Wilde, our Handwork Teacher, who will
offer a workshop honoring the animals, working with sheep’s
wool and plant dyeing.

This is another fantastic way to
raise funds for Summerfield while
you shop using your phone.

workshop :: thursday, december 6 | 8:30am–12:30pm

Clay Sculpture — The Light of Humankind
Come see what emerges from within with Ken Smith, Director
of the Bay Area Center for Teacher Training, who will offer a
workshop in clay to celebrate the human being.
Opening talk is free/by donation. Workshops $45 each including materials.
Please register in the Main Office. Space is limited and will fill up quickly.

Simply download the Benefit
Mobile app from benefit-mobile.
com to your phone, select SWSF
as your beneficiary, link to your
bank or credit card, and you are
all set to purchase gift cards to
spend at your favorite retailers.
A percentage will go directly to
SWSF!
Questions? Ask Lisa Olauson at
lisa@wholenessmatters.com.
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The Messenger Marketplace
Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, any of the individual initiatives or services advertised in this classified
section. Advertisements are screened for appropriateness and made available to community members to use at their own discretion

Community Events

Bone Broth made by Farmer Dana

Sebastopol Fall Family Dance Series

Made to nourish the mind, body and soul,
with grass-fed beef bones sourced from
Sonoma County Meat Company, our bone
broth is incredibly nutritious. Rich in
protein, collagen, and minerals, bone broth
is very alkalinizing and good for your gut
flora. Drink on its own or use as a base for soups. $8 per quart. Call or
text (707) 570-5484 to order.

Fourth Saturdays 5-6:30 pm at Wischemann Hall. Live music, easy, fun
community dances for all ages. Door prizes and snacks. $5/person; $10/
family. 9/22, 10/27 (costumes optional), 11/24. Free entry to the contra
dance after- 7:30-10:30. More info www.nbcds.org.

Services Needed/Offered
Seeking Two Pianos for School
The Summerfield Music teachers are searching for two affordable
pianos, grand or standup, that the accompanists at our school can use.
If you have a lead on a piano, please send a photo and a short description
of the “biography” of the instrument to Chelsea Young at
chelsea@summerfieldwaldorf.org. Thank you!
Singing and Piano Instruction with Mary Beard
I am an experienced teacher, a Summerfield Waldorf founding
parent and original creator of the school’s instrument music
program. My studio is located in Santa Rosa. Please learn more at
marybeardmusicstudio.com. Contact me at marymezzo@sonic.net or
707-546-8782.
Rick Concoff Violins
Quality string instruments for rent or sale at below-market prices
plus rent-to-own & accessories available! Call 707-477-9196 for an
appointment.
Sebastopol Strings Academy
Classes for Kids and Adults: Beginning Violin, Beginning Cello,
Intermediate Cello, Music Theory, Piano, Adult Cello Ensemble.
Maureen Caisse. 707-206-1566. sebastopolstringsacademy.com.
LaRose Gardens:
Gardens done with a woman’s touch. I design,
enhance, and maintain gardens of all styles and
shapes. Experienced in residential, commercial,
organic farming, and drip irrigation. Contact Ana at
707-824-4602 or anagardens@aol.com.

Seeking Housing:
New 5th Grade family looking for housing. Ideally two bedroom but
open to anything including space for trailer. Kari: 760-685-5013.
SWSF Family Seeking Rental
Jun, incoming Summerfield High School chemistry and math faculty
member, seeking a one or two bedroom rental/shared space, etc.,
within commuting distance from school. We have a small self-contained
motorhome which can double as a bedroom and auxiliary space. We have
a mild-mannered incoming 9th grader, Haotian. Jun’s husband, Tom will
be volunteering at SWSF and is a retired General Contractor/Handy guy,
willing to help convert or upgrade space into habitable dwelling space.
(30 plus years experience in electrical, plumbing, carpentry, heating and
ventilation, appliance installation and repair, design, permit submissions
if needed, etc. also 15 years experience as landlord and property
management/maintenance). We have excellent references, non-smoking,
no pets other than our turtle “Bobo”. Thanks. Please contact Tom 916425-2003 voice/text. Email: thomckraus@aol.com.
Two bedroom unit for rent in South West Santa Rosa
Recently renovated with wooden floors, granite worktops, and new
appliances. There is private access and yard and a ½ acre field at the
back that can be shared with the owners for animals, gardening and
kids to play. Urban location but with rural aspect. Easy access to 101 for
commute and 15-minute drive to Summerfield. $1900 per month plus
utilities. Please email Ken for more information: ken@bacwtt.org.

MacKillop Construction
Complete building & remodeling services
for Sonoma County homeowners.
Specializing in whole house remodels,
kitchen and bath, decks and additions.
Over 30 years experience.
A Summerfield family!
mackillopconstruction.com • (707) 205-7260

Advertise in the Messenger
Summerfield’s Messenger newsletter is published once a month
during the school year, and has a distribution list of 1,000 people!
If you are interested in advertising in the Messenger, please visit
our website at www.summerfieldws.org/messengeradvertising, or
email messenger@summerfieldwaldorf.org for more information.

Messenger
655 Willowside Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
Editor/Designer:
Adam MacKinnon

visit us online at

www.summerfieldws.org

keynote lecture to launch fall season of craft workshops

Why Should Children
Work With Their Hands
in the 21st Century?
WHAT IS THE WISDOM IN TRADITIONAL ACTIVITIES THAT
HELPS TO PREPARE THE NEXT GENERATION FOR THEIR FUTURE

a talk by ken smith
director of the bay area center for waldorf teacher training

monday, september 24
at 7:00pm in sophia hall
by donation
a presentation of the swsf parent education initiative

