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thirteenth annual dinner and auction on the farm

Farm to Feast

saturday, may 18, 2019, 4–10pm

Farm to Feast 1

Please join us for our largest
fundraising event of the year on
Saturday, May 18, from 4–10pm,
on Summerfield’s Biodynamic farm.
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We will be sharing a farm-to-table
Spanish-themed feast under the tent
this year! Join friends and family to
savor an exquisite dinner created
by award-winning local chefs and
vintners. Also enjoy a silent auction
featuring unique artisanal items from
local artists including one-of-kind
class projects, inspiring speakers and
fantastic music.
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Marketplace 10

You can visit farmtofeast.org for up-todate details, including chefs, vintners
and entertainment.

Important Dates:
Senior Project Presentations

Here’s a quick overview:
4:00–6:00pm

Wine Tasting with exclusive, award-winning wineries, served
appetizers, live music by Shea Breaux Wells and silent auction

6:00–7:30pm

Dinner Seating and service, guest speakers, live auction and
Fund-A-Need

7:30–10:00pm Dessert and coffee service, live music by David Luning with
dancing and outdoor bonfire

Thank you to our generous award-winning chefs, vintners & community partners:
Feast Makers: Lowell Sheldon and Natalie Goble of Lowell’s, Handline and
Fern Bar; Moishe Han-Schuman and Matthew Williams of Ramen Gaijin;
Gerard Nebesky of Gerard’s Paella; Laura Matis of Acre
Coffee; and Dana Revallo and Bill Dator of Summerfield
Waldorf School and Farm.
Vintners: Anthesis, CrossBarn, D’Argenzio, Porter-Bass,
Martinelli, Radio-Coteau, Small Vines and West + Wilder.
Local Community Partners: Bella Rosa, Brew Coffee
+ Beer, Black Oak Coffee, Guayaki, The Kefiry, Revive
Kombucha and Woodland Meats.
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(Continued on Page Two)

PART TWO: Friday, Apr 12, 6:30–9:00pm,

Sophia Hall

Spring Break: NO SCHOOL
Monday, Apr 15 through Friday, Apr 26

May Faire Celebration
Friday, May 3, SWSF Campus

13th Annual Farm to Feast
Dinner & Auction
Saturday, May 18, 4–10pm, SWSF Farm

Fifth Grade Olympiad
Friday, May 10, SWSF Campus

HS Spring Music Concert
Wednesday, May 29, 7pm, Sophia Hall

Twelfth Grade Play
Wednesday, Jun 5 & Thursday, Jun 6,
7pm, Sophia Hall

(Continued from
Page One)
And thank you to our
many generous sponsors
and volunteers who
make this event possible!
Farm to Feast is a charity
event, all proceeds
benefit SWSF.
Tickets: $110 person, 21+
years of age only. Space
is limited, so buy your
tickets soon!
Tickets and auction
items available through
our online auction site:
biddingforgood.com/
farmtofeast/farmtofeast13.
Auction opens April 24.
~ Caryn Stone,
Development Coordinator

Volunteering at Farm to Feast
How can you help with Farm to Feast? Join the Team!
Volunteer. Donate. Attend. Share. Spread the word!
There are wonderful opportunities available to help
make our biggest fundraiser of the year, Farm to
Feast, another entertaining and successful night on
Summerfield’s Biodynamic Farm.

Much Ado
About...
A Lot, Actually!
Summerfield’s Eighth
Grade Class tackled the
beloved Shakespeare
comedy, Much Ado About
Nothing, as their final
class play as they took to
the stage in Sophia Hall,
March 28 and 29.
Fidelity, loyalty and truth
are all put to the test in
the play’s rich dialogue
that had the audiences
spellbound throughout.
Hats off to Class Eight
and their wonderful (and
patient!) director, Leila
Allen; stellar professional
acting coach (and
Summerfield alum),
Aidan O’Reilly; kindly
director’s assistant,
Michel Sellors; and last
but not least, intrepid class teacher, Mr. Knauss.
~ Stephanie Tebbutt, Eighth Grade Parent

Volunteering is a great way to meet other families in
our community and be a part of this annual fundraiser
and celebration. We love our returning community of
volunteers who are truly the backbone of this event.
You, too, can be a part of this community. This year’s
Farm to Feast, with your help, is sure to be the best
yet. Please reach out to Carrie Wooldridge at carrie@
summerfieldwaldorf.org to share your strengths and
time to volunteer.
~ Carrie Wooldridge, for the Development Department

Registration for Summer Camps Still Open!
Farm Camp (ages 4–5 & 6–10): one-week sessions offered from June 17–July 26; | Fiber Arts in the Garden Camp (ages 10-14):
week of June 17 | Earth Ecology Camp (ages 10–14): week of June 24; | Circus Camp (ages 6–8): one-week sessions offered
from June 10–28; | Circus Camp (ages 9+): 2 week-long sessions from June 17–28; | Flying Trapeze Camp (ages 8+): 3 oneweek sessions from June 11–29, mornings or afternoons | Circus Summer Camp for Advanced Performers (for students in
grades 5-12 for prior circus students or students who have previous experience with gymnastics): week of June 17–21;
Visit summerfieldws.org/summerprograms to register or for more information.
~ Lisa Hensley, Summer Camps Registrar
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friday, may 3 • 2:00-5:00pm • summerfield campus

May Faire: Celebrating Spring & Community
By Andrea Jolicoeur on behalf of the May Faire Committee
Spring is coming and our beautiful
campus has sprung to life with green
grass and blossoming flowers, birds
and bees and critters, and energetic
children … it must be almost time
for May Faire! Please join us for this
wonderful community event on
Friday, May 3.
While the morning dancing was
fresh and lively the past couple of
years, we have decided to move the
dancing back to the afternoon to
have a more cohesive celebration.
To avoid the common problem of
students in the hot sun for too long,
not all grades will be performing
dances that day. All LS students are
still dancing in school during the
weeks before but, for May Faire,
classes 1 and 12 together, followed
by classes 2, 4, 6 and 8, will dance.

photos by stephanie stephens

The activities start during school
hours, after lunch, with Lower
School students adorning their
head garlands with flowers in class.
Dressed in whites and pastels, we
will then all gather around the May
Pole at 2:00pm, presided over by the
Queen and Jack. The seniors and their
first grade buddies will begin the
May Pole dancing, followed by the
other classes dancing. Afterwards,
the children go back to their
classrooms and are gathered up by
parents at 3pm as usual.

Please note the following
important information:
•

Please wear white or pastel
clothing—especially students—and
bring blankets for seating, utensils
and plates for eating, and hats and
sunscreen for protection.

•

Bring cash for the Faire activities and
the meal and shortcake, and towels or
extra clothes for the dump tank.

•

During the May Pole dancing, please
remember to hold the space around
the students as we would in any other
performance, with quiet attention and
reverence!

•

As always, please refrain from taking pictures during the event, especially
during the May Pole dancing. We will have one photographer taking pictures
and are happy to share them with you!

•

We will need VOLUMINOUS donations of flowers and greenery for the headgarlands and general Faire decorations—please bring these on the morning of
the event.

•

We need VOLUNTEERS! Decorating, clean-up and parking assistance, as well
as the filling of various May Faire roles (pocket ladies, ticket-sellers) are being
sought, so PLEASE volunteer for one of these roles as well as for your own
class activity or offering. You can find the May Faire volunteer sign-up sheet on
the Main Office door, or sign up online here: signup.com/go/koBCbcs.

Thank you so very much… and do come with your bells on!

Then, let the festivities begin! The
Faire will have crafts, races, activities,
food, music and more. Costs for
children’s unlimited activities will be
$10 for one child, $13 for two siblings,
and $18 for three siblings. 12th grade
students will be offering a meal and
beverages for sale, and 11th grade
will have strawberry shortcake for
sale. The 1st through 10th grades are
organizing to host simple carnival
games and activities from 3:00 to
5:00pm.
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Painting and Drawing as a Social Art
practicing the art of working together
By Saskia Pothof, Lower School Art Teacher
Painting and drawing are generally not considered social arts, in the
way making music together is. In choir and orchestra, one has to
calibrate one’s own voice or sound to form a harmonious soundscape
with the other musicians. But, sometimes, visual art can be such a
social art as well, when we are asked to see the world from someone
else’s perspective and listen to how others interpret what they see.
In their recent Practical Arts block, half of the eighth grade
class has been studying a particular painting by Van Gogh. Each
individual student first received a segment of the painting (without
seeing the whole painting), and was asked to create a grid on the
paper to enlarge the segment and translate, or render it, in great
detail and with as much ‘objectivity’ as possible, using pastels.
This was individual work, an exercise in perceiving color, which
required great focus. In the second week, the students were
encouraged to find those who were working on a ‘neighboring’
segment, and to calibrate their artwork to how the others had
interpreted the intensity and shapes of color. A few students, who
felt they were finished with their own segment, became ‘mediators’
and helped the class work together. At the end of the second
week, we put the twelve squares together, and the students were
struck by the vivid rendition of Van Gogh’s The Starry Night, that
appeared, the result of their collaboration, while each individual
was recognizable in the whole. We discussed the process and were
heartened by the result.
In the younger grades, we start cultivating
this kind of collaboration by creating
paintings or drawings with a desk partner.
This spring, the third graders very
carefully built a bright yellow arch across
their paper, and then watched their desk
partners complete the arch. Then they
gently watched each other as they found
and matched all seven translucent colors
of the rainbow. The mood in the room was
reverent and quiet as they had dedicated
these rainbow bridges to their teacher’s
father who had passed earlier that week.
Later in spring, the same class, in teams of
two, created paintings of birds perched on
a line, which required not only the line to
connect but also for the birds to interact.
And, in the second grade, we did a similar
bird image in beeswax crayon, partnering
with deskmates, and the children also
worked together to create a beautiful
backdrop for their play.
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‘the starry night’ by the eighth grade class, after vincent van gogh

This sense for the other and a growing confidence in one’s own
ability to collaborate is a fundamental part of what teachers in
the lower school are striving to cultivate in their students. Circus,
class plays, music, games and sports, field trips, the farm, and
eurythmy all offer opportunities woven into the curriculum to help
the students develop listening skills, build respect for each other,
and awaken and strengthen the sense that together we are capable
of more than any of us individually can accomplish. This continues
in our High School where students are challenged to develop social
consciousness. For all of us, learning to collaborate is a life-long
learning goal, and art is a wonderful medium to practice the art of
working together.

‘rainbow’ by faewyn whealdon (left) and fynn mcbratney (right)

‘rainbow’ by madden gianna (left) and morgan texel (right)

Karl König’s Healing Impulse
By Adam MacKinnon, Editor
This spring, Richard Steel (left), director of the German-based Karl König Institute, was in
the United States for a conference on Kaspar Hauser. He gave an extra talk in Sebastopol
organized by the Language of the Heart branch of the Anthroposophical Society on the life
and work of Karl König, founder of Camphill, a worldwide movement for communities
with people with special needs.
Richard first spoke of the significance of the present moment, the eve of
the 100th anniversary of Waldorf education, which is perhaps the most
successful of Rudolf Steiner’s many initiatives in the social realm. 100
years ago, in 1919, Steiner hoped that his concept of the threefold social
order would be taken up as an opportunity for rebuilding humanity
after World War One. This was a tremendously exciting time for ideas
in Europe, with organizations sprouting up everywhere from the ruins.
Steiner believed that this was the chance to transform social life, a
moment when human beings could change society.
Karl König was born in Vienna in 1902. He had experienced the rich
spiritual and cultural life of the Austro-Hungarian empire before
its collapse and had a sense of what could have transformed for the
better but which had been squashed by more powerful forces in the
post-war rebuilding. König’s focus was on the healing impulse… and
thus he gravitated towards medicine, but with a view of medicine
that saw a physician’s role as being a social task (not just symptom
treatment). At first a Socialist, he later took up Anthroposophy as
well, and was fascinated by the question of “What is a human being?”
He was also drawn to the young science of
embryology. The logo of Camphill—and
now also the visual symbol of the Karl König
Institute—is a descending dove, an image that comes
from embryology. It’s a shape that is found in three places in the
human body (the larynx, the chest, and the womb), and symbolizes
an invitation to the spirit to come down and enter the body.
In the very week that Rudolf Steiner died in 1925, König joined the
Anthroposophical Society. He never met Steiner, but did meet Dr. Ita
Wegman, who immediately saw in König a unique healer, someone
who could look deeply into the eyes of patients and recognize their
destiny as individuals. Dr. Wegman invited Dr. König to join her
in Switzerland at Arlesheim, and she introduced him to the idea of
holistic treatment, which became, for König, the inspiration for his
ideas about curative education. The institute in Arlesheim, the Haus
Sonnenhof, was one of the first to serve those with special needs.
Richard spoke of the wondrous significance of the Advent Spiral
festival that König witnessed at Arlesheim, a festival that is
celebrated in many Waldorf schools around the world. König wrote
about what a profound experience this was: the children have their
own candles and, as they walk through a dark, mossy room that
becomes gradually lighter, they themselves are bringing light into
the world for everybody. König found this to be inspirational and

embraced this image of Advent,
seeing it as his “future task”:
to light the inner life for every
human being.

karl könig, 1962

As König was developing his thinking—connecting ideas from
embryology, anatomical facts and spiritual science, and lecturing
all over Europe—some found his views to be too outspoken, and his
relationship with the Anthroposophical Society became tenuous—
he was expelled in 1935. Far from being just a theoretician, König
practiced as a pediatrician and family doctor in Silesia, Germany
(now Poland) and, later, back in Vienna. In just a few years he saw
some 40,000 patients at his practice. Being so outspoken in the
Germany of the late 1920s and, especially, into the 1930s, was no
small matter. He was Jewish, an anthroposophist and a curative
educator working with those with special needs. He could see what
was happening in Nazi Germany, and the 1935 Nuremberg Race
Laws underlined the need to leave central Europe to have any
chance to continue his work. After a spell back in Austria, he saw the
imminent implosion of Europe, and he was able to get out soon after
the Nazis marched into Vienna in 1938.
He landed, of all places, in a remote part of northern Scotland (his
physician status enabling entry as a refugee). And it was there that
the first Camphill community was formed, dedicated to working and
caring for children with special needs. Why there? Part of the local
history is that this was the last place that the Knights Templar had
lived, apparently surviving and hiding there since the twelfth century,
and the name of the estate was Camphill. The Knights Templar had
held to a very particular spiritual impulse: they saw themselves as
stewards of the land. König felt the affinity and spoke of his ideal for
Camphill to be a beacon for the healing impulse, lighting the flame of
the individual as a social deed.
In his talk, Richard made repeated reference to Kaspar Hauser and
how the extraordinary circumstances of his life and emergence as
an emblematic figure—the Child of Europe—had influenced König.
The tale of Kaspar Hauser is too complicated for this short piece, but
to learn more, please see our account in the November 2016 edition
(summerfieldws.org/messenger) of Glen Williamson’s one-man show
on Hauser. Briefly, though, Kaspar Hauser was a child whose destiny
was thwarted, yet the strength of his moral spirit shone through, partly
because of the people he met who were able to help him. Just as the
story of Kaspar Hauser reminds us of our duty to humanity, Karl König
and his work carries forward that task into the future.
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April Flowers In the Summerfield Farmyard
By Farmer Dan
This afternoon I was standing out in the farmyard apple row
spreading fragrant cedar chips over the saturated, muddy
soil with a vigorous crew of hale and hearty second graders
when a huge band of geese stretching almost from horizon to
horizon meandered across the blustery spring sky, honking its
way towards the coast. For (and in) an instant, it hushed the
children as the plaintive cries filled the entire sky above us with
the announcement that spring had arrived. It elicited a mood of
reverence and perhaps longing in the children and myself as we
watched, mesmerized by their meandering westward parade.
There are these things I like to tell you about your children that I
get to see and experience with them when they are out on the farm,
moods that cross their faces like the shadows from the clouds that
hurry by above us, alternating with patches of sunlight, that touch
me deeply. Our children are such beautiful and sacred vessels that
the natural world so effortlessly and unpredictably and fleetingly
fills with wonder, even at the same time that a few rascals are
telling me by their behavior, “Farmer Dan, I really mean to behave,
but there are simply too many other tempting options.”
So what do the children remember, what do they take with them
from their adventurous years in the farmyard, I often wonder.
Some seventy-odd people recently signed up to bring their small
children for a visitor’s walk on the farm last Saturday morning.
They didn’t come for carnival rides or to visit computer labs, but to
walk through green fields and to meet cows face-t0-face and feed
them through the fence, and to feed goats and sheep hands-full
of cracked corn licked by spongy tongues, and to gather freshly
laid eggs still warm from cackling hens. And to swing on rope and
wooden swings under a blossoming walnut tree while enjoying
warm hibiscus tea and muffins with other families and their little
ones. Mark Twain once wrote that the two most important days
in your life are the day you are born and the day you find out why.
Perhaps paying attention to, and immersing yourself into what the
natural world has to offer holds a key to this “why”.

photos by miguel salmerón

The wonderful poet
W.S. Merwin, who
died last week at
age 91, wrote in a
verse, “What you
remember saves
you. To remember
is not to rehearse,
but to hear what
never has fallen
silent, and what
sense of yourself is
memorable, what
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passion may be heard when there is nothing for you to say.”
This spring and early summer will bring two new calves to the
farmyard, one in late May and another later in June, so here is a
little trivia break. Gestation for cows is generally about 283 days,
or 9 months plus 10 days from the breeding date. For sheep,
gestation is 144 to 151 days, or just under 5 months. For dogs, 9
weeks and for cats, 60 to 70 days, or about 2 months. Rabbits are
only 31 days! And it takes about 21 to 31 days, or 3 to 4 weeks, for
a chicken egg to incubate with the hen sitting on the eggs 73 to 99
per cent of the time warming them to a certain temperature for
hatching. If the temperature drops even a tiny bit, the eggs will not
hatch. And FYI , if you happen to have a large barn or a huge spare
room and love to indulge your kids, elephants have a 22-month
gestation period, nurse their young for five years, with mamas
looking after their female offspring for life!
The sixth graders most recently have been instrumental in helping
to dig holes for, and to cement-in, about 15 redwood posts for a
new fence to surround the duck pond and rabbit hutch with much
needed fortification and a gate. It takes two students to heft a
100-pound bag of cement and to get most of it poured into the new
holes, and then to figure out the logistics of using the post level
so the posts stand perfectly upright, and then to set all the posts
in a reasonably straight line. Meanwhile, others have been busy
double-digging flower beds for the seedlings that are now about
an inch high in the farmyard greenhouse and that will be potted
just before spring break so that the zinnias, cosmos, marigolds and
sunflowers can be set out for Farm to Feast. Another project has

been to remove two rows of unproductive raspberry plants and

king to give the money back

to cane and refortify the remaining one as surrounding oak trees

to his oppressed subjects,

have grown tall and shaded out the old bushes. So we are hoping

and softened his heart by

to add a few shade-tolerant fruit trees as the cleared space re-

causing blood to flow from the

establishes. Also, the student workers have been treated by pairs of

ill-begotten coins. The same

their classmates who cook in the kitchen while the others work to

hermit, my grandfather added,

make lemon bars, brownies, and crepes for a little treat after class

had a pet fly that he’d trained

using recipes from the old classic Settlement Cookbook that even

to sit at the passage of a holy

goes back as far as this ancient farmer’s childhood.

book he often read from, until
he returned from his chores, in

After replacing several of the 31 varieties of apple trees out in our

order to save his place in the

apple row over the past few weeks, and thoroughly mulching the

readings. All these little things were food for his grandchildren,

ground the entire length of the row, the third graders are now

steeped in the sounds and smells of the farm.

ready to apply the Biodynamic tree paste to the old and new tree
trunks to protect and nourish the trees. The paste is a mixture of

In closing, a little encouragement for readers: think about

water, clay, and a special Biodynamic preparation stirred up by an

writing a little article for a future issue of The Messenger. The

old cement mixer with a few fresh cow patties that add a special

poet W.S.Merwin wrote this early poem to his lifelong mentor,

fragrance to the “soup”, delightful to the children. We apply it with

“Berryman”, that speaks to the potential writer in all of us:

small brushes by hand over a
class period and then, come
fall, enjoy the fruits of our
labor, literally, as our apple
crop was record-setting last
season! After cleaning up, we
usually finish with a handful
of last season’s dried apples
that are squirreled away in the
deeper and more secret spaces
of the farm kitchen cupboards.
My grandfather always had certain sayings ready for almost every
occasion while working out in his fields and in the barns at his
farm, such as, “Complaining will attract things for you to complain
about, but gratitude will attract things for you to be thankful

berryman by w.s. merwin

[excerpt]

I had hardly begun to read
I asked how can you ever be sure
that what you write is really
any good at all and he said you can’t
you can’t you can never be sure
you die without knowing
whether anything you wrote was any good
if you have to be sure don’t write
And this, a lovely poem he wrote when his mother died:
RAIN LIGHT by w.s. merwin

about.” Or he might casually say, “It is easier to build strong

All day the stars watch from long ago

children than to repair broken adults.” Or while having coffee from

my mother said I am going now

a thermos under his beloved whispering Norway pines he’d note

when you are alone you will be all right

that, “If you live in fear, you will die. If you don’t live in fear, you

whether or not you know you will know

will die. So don’t live in fear.” As kids, we thought he was a little
wacky, but he actually wasn’t. He quoted stories from an old book
called “Lives of the Saints”, like one about an old hermit who was
visited and chastised by a famous preacher who, after listening
to a long litany of his alleged faults, kindly seated his visitor by
his fire, where he quietly took
up some glowing embers
and, closing his hands upon
them unhurt, said, “Come,
my friend, warm yourself, for
you are shivering for want
of a little charity.” When a

look at the old house in the dawn rain
all the flowers are forms of water
the sun reminds them through a white cloud
touches the patchwork spread on the hill
the washed colors of the afterlife
that lived there long before you were born
see how they wake without a question
even though the whole world is burning
Enough for now. Easter’s richest blessings and wishes for a safe
and restful spring break to everyone until we see you all at the May
Faire.

greedy King Ferdinand offered
him money for his modest
hermitage, the hermit told the

Warmly,
Farmer Dan
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Fostering Creativity, Imagination and Initiative in Adolescents
reflecting on a collaborative high school teaching conference at summerfield
By Beth Weisburn, High School Math Teacher
What does it mean to an adolescent to be
creative? How can we, as teachers, make
the space for and mood to foster creativity?
What would allow our students to take
initiative and bring to life ideas never
before thought?
In February, fifty upper grades and high
school teachers from Bay Area schools and
beyond gathered for three days to wrestle
with these questions. The workshop was
an initiative of colleagues from three Bay
Area Waldorf schools (Joan Caldarera
from San Francisco, Lisa Babinet from
The Waldorf School of the Peninsula,
myself from Summerfield), and Ken Smith
from the Bay Area Center for Teacher
Training (BACWTT). The Center for
Contextual Studies organized the event,
and Summerfield graciously provided the
use of its campus.
A group of us began working a year ago to
find forms where teachers could engage
in dialog around the task of educating
adolescents in today’s world. At every
step of the way, collaboration was the
hallmark. At the workshop, ten colleagues
led preplanned sessions, and several more
offered spontaneous initiative discussions.

Morning seed thoughts were developed
by Jon McAlice and by Joan Caldarera,
a founding teacher of the San Francisco
Waldorf high school. They focused on the
challenge of progressing from intellectual
to imaginative thinking in the high school
years. In his opening thoughts, Jon stressed
that, at a time when the child’s cultural
and natural surroundings have changed,
and when students no longer find meaning
inherent in the world around them, our
relationship to the child must change. The
curriculum and methods that we have are
not enough, so the teacher must create
anew the encounter with students. Jon’s
description of imagination in adolescence
is included in the sidebar (see next page).
Joan emphasized how critical it is for
students to engage in creative activity
out of their own initiative. How do we as
teachers make a space for this?
In the late mornings, we challenged
teachers to try something new. Options
were—Chinese calligraphy, fire building,
clay sculpting, spatial dynamics, or theatre
arts. Several colleagues reported this
was particularly challenging, that they
had forgotten how uncomfortable it is
to be a beginner. Teachers remarked on
the importance of failure in the learning
process.

photos by beth weisburn

Lisa Babinet led a World Café providing
the opportunity for teachers to discuss
the conference questions in small groups,
making notes of their ideas on butcher
block paper. This paper was then used as
“wall paper” in Sophia Hall, so that the
questions could live in our ongoing work.
During the long lunch there was an
opportunity for a campus tour and
participation in discussions led by
colleagues who took the initiative to post a
question or topic. Topics included ‘Sexual
identity’, ‘Foreign language teaching’, and
‘Math track classes’.

Afternoon sessions were interdisciplinary.
Participants could choose between a
discussion on creative, project-oriented
work or one on interdisciplinary science
teaching. Several colleagues brought
examples of initiative work, such as the
“team approach” to middle school teaching
at Summerfield, the co-taught senior
science elective at the Peninsula school,
and theatre and lab-science electives in
San Francisco.
Each day ended with a “wrap-up” session
where we all gathered to harvest thoughts
and further questions. The “gems” that
were spoken were diverse. In an education
centered on the encounter of the “being”
of the teacher with the student, this
diversity seems appropriate and healthy
in our teachers. We each learned and were
changed in different ways through our
shared experiences.
Since the February conference, several
teachers have responded with appreciation
for the collaborative nature of the
workshop. Many new relationships were
formed, and we hope that the collaboration
will continue!

Imagination in Educating Adolescents
By Jon McAlice, Center for Contextual Studies
Only at the end of the first teachers’ course did Rudolf Steiner offer some
thoughts concerning adolescent education. He refers obliquely to the
challenges arising in education following puberty and makes it clear that
as teachers we face a new challenge to “bring into the child’s soul life what
comes from the nature of the limbs”. He points out that “just as the soulteeth appear as a capacity to learn to
read and write, an activity of imagination
and a permeation of inner warmth
announces what the soul develops”
following puberty. The task of the teacher
is to “emphasize particularly anything
that depends on the soul’s capacity to fill
things with inner love, that is, everything
expressed by imagination.” And he
concludes by saying that “[w]e are more
justified in requiring the seven-year-old
child to develop intellectuality through reading and writing than we are in
neglecting to bring imagination continually into the power of judgment”
that awakens in the young adolescent.
What is imagination? And what role does it play in adolescent development?
How do we as teachers strengthen this new capacity in our students?
Imagination means different things to different people. For Steiner,
imagination is a form of understanding. He sees it from a Goethean
perspective. Imagination is the activity through which the world is brought to
life within the human soul. It is the key to a way of knowing that overcomes
the intellect’s innate tendency to hold the world at bay and thus create an
artificial disconnect between human consciousness and the experienced lifeworld. It is a way of connecting. It allows us to experience meaning.
Developmentally, two psychological changes accompany the passage
through puberty and into adolescence.
One has to do with the maturation of the
bodily organism, the other with the changed
relationship to the world that results from
it. Upper grades and high school education
must take both into consideration. The former
comes to expression in a certain acuity in
thinking, the ability to cognize how one thing
is related to another, how one action or event
can cause another. This intellectual capacity,
the foundation of our modern scientific
thinking, marks the end of the process of bodily
maturation.
The other side of adolescence is more future
oriented. It centers on the question of the emergent self and, under the
right conditions, blossoms as idealism and creativity. This is “what the soul
develops” following puberty. Students learn to focus and strengthen it through
the practice of imagination.
High school education has tended to be more concerned with the former—
the intellectual—than the latter—the imaginative. It is time to shift that
focus and to create the space and the conditions students need to practice
the power of imagination.

Online Re-Enrollment
Term Open April 12
through May 3, 2019
Re-enroll your student(s) for the
2019-2020 school year now!
In order to secure your student’s
spot in the upcoming new schoolyear, re-enrollment must be
completed by May 3, 2019.
The link to Online Re-Enrollment
is accessed through the Parent
Portal: portals.veracross.com/swsf.
If you have questions or need
assistance with any part of
the enrollment process, please
contact Andrea Trinei (Registrar):
registrar@summerfieldwaldorf.org.
For questions regarding your
contract—tuition, fees, financial
aid—please contact Audra
Cauchon in the Finance Office at
audra@summerfieldwaldorf.org.

Financial Planning
Please note the following
deadlines:
• Placeholder Deposits for the
2019-20 School Year of $500 per
student are now past due.
Please submit immediately
or notify Audra in the Finance
Office to request payment later:
audra@summerfieldwaldorf.org.
• April 12, 2019:
Re-enrollment for the 2019-20
school year begins;
Due May 3.
• M
 ay 31, 2019:
Annual Fees due for the
2019-20 School Year:
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

PS2day $400,
PS3day $450,
PS5day $500,
K4 and K5 day $700,
1st $900,
2nd thru 8th $1000,
HS $1600.

The Messenger Marketplace
Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, any of the individual initiatives or services advertised in this classified section.
Advertisements are screened for appropriateness and made available to community members to use at their own discretion
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MI DS UMMER
NI G H T’S DREAM
by William Shakespeare

Summer Nanny/Babysitter needed
Teens welcome! Open to nanny share. Waldorf background a must! Play
outside and build fairy houses with our two delightful children (age 1, 3).
June-August plus April 16-19th: Tuesday-Thursday mornings 8:30-1:00
and Monday afternoons 1:00-5:30. Also afternoon help needed now. In
town Sebastopol. Text Maura 831.888.7173.
Short stay available from 1 June–14 July
Furnished Studio flat near Nason & Orchard in JC area, Santa Rosa. One
person only! Upstairs, small studio bedroom with private kitchen and
bathroom. Mature woman. Price negotiable. Contact 707-799-0383 or
deborahjean2017@gmail.com.
Sebastopol Office or Studio Space For Rent
$1500/mo. (ava. April 2019). The ground floor of my home loft is a 593
sq.ft. work space, ideal for a professional office or art studio. Features:
Sustainable, healthy materials throughout a daylight filled space. Great
location: walk to downtown, parks, public transportation. Landscaped
verdant community garden with water flows. 1/2 Bath. Warm floor
radiant heating. Call Erica 415.497.6642.

an
independent initiative
held
  waldorf school and farm
   
  at
summerfield

       
  

Summer Theater Camp 2019
   

    

   

   

     

 

 


  
  and fun, bringing
Three
weeks of theatrical
learning
 to life the magical
     

  Shakespeare’s
   

world
of William
A Midsummer
Night’s
 
Dream!
  Ages
10–14;
        
    
July 15–August 2; Monday–Friday 9am–2pm;
Performance
Friday, August


 
    
2nd;
Location: Summerfield Waldorf School
and Farm,
655 Willowside
        

  
  
      
Road,
 Santa Rosa; Tuition $750/student; Early bird discount: $675 for
       
 
 
registration
March 29;
For
    by

 
  more information and registration forms,
   
please email: lizturkel@gmail.com.
An independent initiative held at Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm

Summer Art Camp
Art Camp @ Summerfield Waldorf School; children ages 6-12. Fun
and exciting weekly sessions. Explore and create with a variety of art
forms: drawing, painting, sculpting and print-making. Dates: weekly
06/17; 06/24; 07/1. For more information please email Renate Kuprian:
renatekuprian1@gmail.com. Website: www.artcampkuprian.weebly.com.

Singing and Piano Instruction with Mary Beard
I am an experienced teacher, a Summerfield Waldorf founding parent
and original creator of the school’s instrument music program. My studio
is located in Santa Rosa. Please learn more at marybeardmusicstudio.com.
Contact me at marymezzo@sonic.net or 707-546-8782.
Bone Broth made by Farmer Dana
Made to nourish the mind, body and soul, with grassfed beef bones sourced from So.Co. Meat Company,
our broth is incredibly nutritious. Rich in protein,
collagen, and minerals, bone broth is very alkalinizing and good for your
gut flora. Drink on its own or use as a base for soups. $8 per quart. Call
(707) 570-5484 to order.

Local Land Stewardship is So Delicious!
Eating locally delicious, grass fed, grass finished beef from
@Freestone Ranch helps regenerate local watersheds
and native ecosystems. Stock your freezer with healthy
grass fed beef and support holistic land care, where land
and water come first. Quarters available June through
October—a season’s worth of nourishment at a down-to-earth price.
May harvest is already sold out! Find out more today: freestoneranch.com.
Sebastopol Strings Academy
Classes for Kids and Adults: Beginning Violin, Beginning Cello,
Intermediate Cello, Music Theory, Piano, Adult Cello Ensemble.
Maureen Caisse. 707-206-1566. sebastopolstringsacademy.com.
Rick Concoff Violins
Quality string instruments for rent or sale at below-market prices plus rentto-own & accessories available! Call 707-477-9196 for an appointment.
Larose Gardens
Specializing
enhancing
beautifying
residential
tasting room
pleaseinnote
: this eventand
is for
families who
are new toand
summerfield
gardens. I am also knowledgeable in fire-resistant landscapes and drip
irrigation. 707-824-4602. anagardens@aol.com.

MacKillop Construction
Jim MacKillop offers complete
building & remodeling services
for Sonoma County homeowners.
Specializing in major remodels,
renovations, kitchens, baths
and decks, with over 30 years
experience. The MacKillops are a Summerfield family
(parents of a 2nd Grader and Kindergartner)!

mackillopconstruction.com • (707) 205-7260

Discover why Pickleball
is the Fastest-Growing
Sport in America!

Advance with Adam!
iptpa-certified instructor

Pickleball Coaching
for players of all levels

adammackinnon@gmail.com

Advertise in the Messenger
Summerfield’s Messenger newsletter is published once a month
during the school year, and has a distribution list of 1,000 people!
If you are interested in advertising in the Messenger, please visit
our website at www.summerfieldws.org/messengeradvertising, or
email messenger@summerfieldwaldorf.org for more information.

Messenger
655 Willowside Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
Editor/Designer:
Adam MacKinnon

visit us online at

www.summerfieldws.org

the summerfield community enjoyed a
wonderful circus weekend. the cabaret
group of advanced performers presented
their around the world show and our
eighth graders curated this year’s
youth circus show of winnie-the-pooh
showcasing the wonderful adventures of
winnie-the-pooh, christopher robin, owl,
eeyore and friends. thank you to
all the performers, teachers, volunteers

photos by stephanie stephens

and appreciative audience members!

