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On Friday, September 30, the students of Summerfield, supported 
by their teachers and many of their parents, tamed the dragon in 
our Michaelmas pageant. The pageant portrays the community of 
all people, elemental beings and the cosmos uniting to transform 
the dragon’s harmful energy. As they move through the grades the 
students play all the parts, even the dragon, and this is a clue to the 
mystery of why it is tamed rather than slain. We can experience that 
the world community, the higher worlds and the dragon itself also 
live in us, and we can learn that, with the support of a community 
that aspires, we can tame our inner dragons and support others as 
well. The pageant is a beautiful, living picture for the children, young 
people, and adults of the purpose of our striving, individually and 
together. A big thanks to all who worked on putting the pageant 
together and to all the support of this community to hold it. 

Once Again the Dragon was Tamed
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A Time to Remember 
By Caitlin Wallace French, All-School Receptionist

As “All Hallow’s Eve” and the Day of the Dead approach, the veil between the living 
and the dead thins. This is an opportune time to connect with loved ones who have 
crossed the threshold. There is a bridge between the living and those souls who 
have continued forward on their journey. The love we have for those who have 
passed away can cross the bridge.

We can communicate with those who have died, and this bond aids the work of 
both the living and the so-called dead. Through our heart-warmed thinking and 
spiritual striving, they can find us. If we are caught up in the mundane details of 
our daily lives and do not lift our gaze upward...to marvel at mountains, to watch 
a bee gathering pollen from a flower...then they will not find us, even if they seek us. A way in is to remember our loved ones the way 
they were: her smile, or the way she mixed the biscuit dough with bangles jingling on her wrist, or the way he ever so carefully cracked 
pecans, peering out through his big glasses, picking out all the bits of shell which remained. This conscious connection with their 
gestures and actions opens the door to further shared experiences.

In moments when we experience beauty, we can remember them in this way. We watch the sun setting over the ocean, the waves 
crashing against the rocks; or walk through the park with leaves ablaze in gold and crimson on a crisp, autumn day; or we hear a lovely 
concert. We can think of them, and they can experience the beauty of it through us.

The dead can help us in countless, untold ways with questions, ideas and inspirations. Rudolf Steiner offered many meditations and 
ideas about connecting with the dead. Building new ways of working with the dead requires effort and consciousness, but we can do it. It 
is important work for humanity and it brings us closer to the origins of the festivals that take place at this time of the year.

Annual Giving Campaign: Real and Wonderful Support for SWSF
By Sarah Hadler, Annual Giving Campaign Chair

Summerfield’s Annual Giving Campaign (AGC) season is upon us 
and I wanted to share why this time is so important to our school. 
When Hayden Terstegge, Summerfield’s Development Director, 
approached me to ask if I would be the Chair for this year’s Annual 
Giving Campaign, my immediate and heartfelt response was, 
“Sure!” I didn’t even need to think about it because helping with 
the Annual Giving Campaign is the best way that I can give back to 
our amazing and very special school. 

Our family loves Summerfield—our one and only child, Sylvester, 
is in Class 5 and he has attended Summerfield since he was 4 years 
old. It’s the only school he has ever known. When we began looking 
at possible schools for our son to attend, my husband, who was 
born and raised in Sebastopol, said, “How about Summerfield? 
The kids I knew from there were always so interesting…” That 
resonated with me as I had been homeschooled overseas until 
age 7 and then attended public school in rural Maryland, which 
was never quite challenging or artistic enough for me. I always 
felt that those years homeschooled overseas had a huge impact on 
me and I was searching for something similar for my son, except I 
knew that I didn’t want to homeschool him—I work full-time at a 
job I love, and he’s tenacious, bright and passionate and I knew I 
needed as much help as I could get with raising and educating him. 
And Summerfield has always provided that thoughtful, grounding, 
creative and deeply insightful education for him (and me)! It 
hasn’t always been easy, but it’s always felt like the very best place 
for him. 

These last few years have been topsy-turvy! I have been so 
impressed with the way that Summerfield has been incredibly 
innovative. My son was in Class 3 when the pandemic was in full 
swing and he was one of the few Sonoma County students who got 
to go to school in person that year. He actually has great memories 
from that time, mostly because he got to be with his friends and 
spend lots of time working on the farm and being outside more 
than ever. In the midst of all the confusion and uncertainty that 
year, we were adamant about keeping him at Summerfield and 
supporting the school during that tentative time. We wanted our 
son to survive and thrive and we wanted Summerfield to survive 
and thrive, and they both did. 

This year, things are more “back to normal”. We are able to have 
class camping trips and field trips and on-campus festivals. The 
education program feels robust and rich, with strings and Spatial 
Dynamics and Spanish. The Coffee Cart is up and running and it 
is beautiful to see parents gathering in front of the school on those 
mornings. To me, Summerfield is so balanced. I am a huge fan of 
balance and I want my kid to be balanced and I want my life to be 
balanced and Summerfield has always resonated with me on that 
level. I also really love the Summerfield community and the way 
that the parents support and embrace the school. Summerfield is 
also willing to try new things and expand it’s reach. Whenever I 
approach the staff at Summerfield with an idea, whether it is to 
participate in Bike to School Day or to have a biking field trip, the 
answer is always, “Let’s try, let’s talk about it and figure out the 
best way to do it.” And we do! 

This gets me to the reason why the AGC is so important to me. 
The AGC is an annual fundraising campaign in which we ask for 
100% participation from staff and families to contribute a tax-
deductible contribution to the school, in addition to tuition. The 
money raised from this campaign goes to a variety of places, one 
of which is tuition assistance. This is near and dear to my heart as 
our family relies on tuition assistance to attend Summerfield—our 
son would simply not be able to attend school here if there was not 

this tuition assistance. And I just can’t imagine our day-to-day 
life without Summerfield. We are intricately woven together…our 
dear teacher, Mr. French, all of the families and friends that make 
up Class 5, and the other classes, we are all a deep part of each 
other’s lives and we care for each other’s well-being. We are all in 
this journey together! 

Read on for logistics and answers to Frequently Asked Questions: 
How much should I give? Please give what you are able to give. 
No donation is too large or too small! The suggested donation is 
the average cost of a monthly tuition payment, around $1,000- 
$1,800. If you are able to give more than that, fantastic! The main 
thing is for all of us to contribute. 

Are my pledges and contributions confidential? Yes! Each 
Class has an AGC representative and they will receive weekly 
updates as to who has given and who has yet to give. Their job 
is simply to remind families who have not yet given; they do not 
know the details of the amounts given. 

What is our goal and where do the AGC dollars go? The 
school-wide goals this year are $300,000, and we need 100% 
participation from families, faculty, staff and Board. Please join us 
with your giving. The AGC donations go directly into the current 
annual operating budget to support existing operating needs such 
as faculty and staff salaries, tuition assistance, grounds, building 
maintenance, etc. 

How do I make my pledge and donation? 
• Donations may be made as a one-time gift payable now or in 
monthly or quarterly pledge payments.
• Please make your pledge now, but no later than December 12, 
2022. A pledge is a promise to pay that is as binding as writing a 
check for this campaign. You can pledge in 2022, but pay on or 
before the end of our fiscal year, May 31, 2023.
• You may make a donation by cash, check, credit card (MC, VISA, 
Amex), PayPal and debit card or by making a pledge.
• The mailed AGC brochure will have a remittance envelope 
included to mail in your donation.
• You may go to the Giving page on the school’s website and 
donate or make your pledge: summerfieldwaldorf.org/giving 
• You may also make a donation of stock. (Please contact the 
Finance office for directions on transferring stock).
• Some employers will match their employee’s giving. Please 
check with your employer and email or send matching giving 
forms with your donation. 

Can anybody give to our Annual Giving Campaign? Yes! If 
you would like support from us in reaching out to donors outside 
of the Summerfield community, please let the Development 
Office know and they will help you with that process. 

Are there class incentives? For sure! There is a class 
incentive fund for all classes reaching 100% pledge participation 
by December 12, 2022 and pledge fulfillment by May 31, 2023. 
Each class that reaches 100% participation by December 12th will 
receive $500 for their class fund! 

The Annual Giving Campaign is so important to Summerfield 
because it is a symbol of all of us working together, balancing, 
giving what we can to our school so that our school community is 
diverse, strong, thriving and connected. We greatly appreciate all 
of your efforts to give and support Summerfield in this year’s AGC! 
Please feel free to reach out to me with thoughts or questions. 

~Sarah Hadler, Annual Giving Campaign Chair, 2022-23
707-710-4210; sarahjhadler@gmail.com

Practical Arts at Summerfield: Grades 7-12
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In a quiet corner of campus, late in the week, I wait with anticipation 
for the newest class at school to gather. There are seven babies and 
their carers who come together each week in the Roots and Shoots 
room. These are the students who will graduate school in 2040!

Together we weave an atmosphere of joy and curiosity for these very 
young learners (our youngest is six weeks old). As adults, teachers 
and parents, how do we carry joy and curiosity so that the growing 
child can step into the world with confidence and positivity? Life, we 
know, is challenging and bewildering at times. 

We know that the very young child comes with a kind of openness 
and curiosity into the world. In our parent and child class as adults 
we practice this gesture through quiet observation of the children, 
through listening to one another and learning together. The babies 
teach us so much! The simplicity of lying on a blanket looking at 
a friend with wonder and intrigue reminds us of the richness of 
encounter. Who are you?

After meeting everyone for the first time, as a teacher I was left with 
a sense of spaciousness. Very young children are so open – not only 
to what this earthly world is offering but also to the world beyond, 
the non-physical experience. “Who are you?” is the question I carry 
in my heart. In the time before birth, these young souls made the 
intention to come to us. They left the world beyond in order to 
encounter one another and the challenges and joys of earthly life. In 
the class we consider the question, “Did I have a sense, an intuition, 
of who this child would be before they were born?” Sometimes a 
dream, a name or even a voice will come to us during the pregnancy 

as a foreshadow. I believe for the incoming spirit that it is helpful 
to them when we stay open to possibility, that we keep a gesture of 
openness so that the emerging self of the child can grow into fullness, 
into their own potentiality. 

I recently came across this extract from a poem by David Whyte who 
expresses this so well:

To be human is to become visible

while carrying what is hidden as a gift to others.

To remember the other world in this world

is to live in your true inheritance.

You are not a troubled guest on this earth,

you are not an accident amidst other accidents

you were invited from another and greater night

than the one from which you have just emerged. 

~ from David Whyte’s “What to remember on waking”

Just as babies begin to focus with wonder on their hands; so too, we 
adults, can be witnesses to their emerging self, as we observe them - 
not with a point-centered analytical gaze but with one that remains 
open, diffuse and curious.

Emerging Focus 

 By Kate Hammond, Roots & Shoots Teacher

Dear Summerfield Community,

The pandemic showed the strength of this community, as we 
came through even stronger, even more committed to this special 
education. While we were kept apart and had to adapt our ways to 
celebrate our education together, sometimes only virtually, we did 
learn many lessons, creating opportunities to be together again in 
ways that are focused on building the vessel for the education of our 
children and young people - the purpose of our being together as a 
community.

This has not been an easy process, and, while prioritizing the 
highest needs of the students and the whole community, we know 
individuals have struggled on all sides of the issues, and we have 
seen and worked with our differences, even as we strived to keep 
focus on what brings us together.

How do we come back together into in-person, human community? 
How do we improve our community life, our festivals and our in-
person interactions in ways that maximize support of the teachers 
and students’ work together - the purpose of our community?

These are the questions that we have been working through, as we 
have been contemplating how to open the campus back up. We 
understand that this may have felt slow and off-putting to some, 
and we are sorry for that.

The start of the school year, the first gatherings and the work of 
reforming for the new year has been full. We have already been 
able to enjoy a beautiful Rose Ceremony and Michaelmas Pageant, 
and it was wonderful to be able to welcome so many parents 
and community members to participate. In addition to parent 
evenings and performances, we are looking forward to Sprite’s 
Night, Winterfair, and the winter festivals of Lantern Walks and 
Advent Spirals. Come by the Coffee Cart Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday drop off times, as well as the 8th Grade Market Thursdays 
at mid-day pick-up and Board Meetings the third Monday of each 
month are open to all community members by emailing the board 
president. Be sure to attend parent evenings and read class emails, 
the Mini Messenger and HS News Notes each Friday, and the 
monthly Messenger to keep up with the happenings. Stop by the 
Farmstand for the biodynamic produce.

As to the questions of pick up and drop off, which are 
understandably on the minds of many, particularly for the lower 
school and lower school grades, it is not our intention to make 
parents feel unwelcome. On the contrary! We are looking for how 
best to welcome parents for events and special activities while we 
try to find new ways to form and hold the space for the students and 
teachers to do their work.

Drop off and pick up time are complex for the classroom and 
for the transitions for students, parents and teachers. Before the 
pandemic regulations required us to change our procedures, we 
did have wonderful opportunities for parents to interact, and we 
had interruptions and distractions to the classroom experience. 
Forming the space for the experience between the students and 
teachers is our reason for being; it is our most intentional activity, 
and we want to make every moment as rich as possible for the 
students.

The Early Childhood and High School procedures continue to make 
sense for those sections. The Lower School Faculty is working hard 
to clarify how transition time can be welcoming, intentional and 
make the sanctuary of the classroom space and activity as vital as 
possible, and they will be sharing updates in the near future.

We have long-term dreams of a community center, with a bookstore 
and cafe for parents to assemble, meet, learn more about the school 
and share their experiences. In the more immediate future, we will 
continue work on the space where the Third Grade play structure 
now stands, so there is a comfortable place to wait and interact 
during transition times. You may have noticed this work began over 
the summer, but other necessities and the questions of improving 
transitions described above, slowed that project.

We have had such a wonderful start to the year, and there will 
continue to be rich experiences for the whole community. Thank 
you for your patience as we figure out how we can balance all of 
the issues.

Warmly,

Khalid Halim, Board President, and Adriana Livingston and Jason 
Gross, the GC

From Virtual Back to Human Community
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7th Grade Field Trip:  DeYoung Museum, Camping, and Pt Reyes
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Photos by photographer/parent Ryan Overby

During the second week of school, the 7th grade paid a visit to the DeYoung Museum in San Francisco to see the Art of 
Africa collection and the Faith Ringgold exhibition. That evening we camped at Samuel P Taylor State Park in Marin 
County, where students prepared a Moroccan feast, played drums, told African folktales and sang together around the 
campfire. About half the class slept out under the stars! In the morning we packed up camp and headed to the Drake 
Estero Trail in Pt Reyes, where we enjoyed the spectacular scenery, sighting birds and sharing the trail for a bit with a 
young buck who pranced among us as we hiked.  ~Kibby McKinnon, Class 7 Teacher
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SUMMERFIELD ENROLLMENT EVENTS
We have upcoming admissions events for all programs: Early Childhood, Grades, and High School. 

To learn more or to register for an event, please visit our admissions webpage: 

summerfieldwaldorf.org/admissions/visit-us

6th Grade Field Trip:  Lassen Volcanic National Park
Photos by 6th Grade parents

At the beginning of the school year Class Six ventured to Lassen Volcanic National Park.  While there, students 
witnessed the forces of Plate Tectonics that shaped Burney Falls and a great chain of mountains that includes Mt. 
Lassen. It was a wonderful start to the school year.  ~Lisa Hale, Class 6 Teacher
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https://summerfieldwaldorf.org/admissions/high-school-open-house/
http://summerfieldwaldorf.org/admissions/visit-us
https://summerfieldwaldorf.org/admissions/walk-through-the-grades/
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8th Grade Market - Welcome All!

Mrs Walker’s class invites you to visit their 8th Grade Market on

Thursdays, from noon until 2pm, on the Finance patio by the main

entrance. Students, family and friends in Early Childhood through

High School are welcome! This is a great opportunity to socialize

while feeding your child and helping Class Eight raise funds for their

special year-end field trip to Santa Cruz.

There will be lots of homemade goodies, including savory snacks,

chicken or bean burritos, iced cinnamon rolls, several GF options,

and refreshing spritzers made from blackberries the students

picked or local strawberries. Just pressed apple cider and dried

apples, from apples the students picked and dried. Keep your eyes

open for snack plates: Israeli-style hummus with veggies and pita

chips, tea sandwiches with fruit, and samosas with dipping sauce. 

Please pay with cash, check or Venmo. This is such a wonderful

tradition and Class Eight is so happy they get to carry on the

Markets until the Thanksgiving break! Thank you for your support.

Advertise in the Messenger
Summerfield’s Messenger newsletter is published once a month 
during the school year, and has a distribution list of over 1,000. 
If you are interested in advertising in the Messenger, please visit 
our website at summerfieldwaldorf.org/newsletter, or email 
messenger@summerfieldwaldorf.org for more information.

Classes & Workshops
Singing and Piano Instruction with Mary Beard 
I am an experienced teacher, a Summerfield Waldorf School founding 
parent and original creator of the school’s instrumental music 
program. My studio is located in Santa Rosa. Please visit my website 
marybeardmusicstudio.com or contact me at marymezzo@sonic.net or 
707-546-8782.

Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, any of the individual initiatives or services advertised in this  
classified section. Advertisements are screened for appropriateness and made available to community members to use at their own discretion

The Messenger Marketplace

DRE #01418087

707.695.7000
amee@vanguardsonoma.com

TORREAL ®

 Rachel Moore
 

707•799•2923
license #02039610

rachel.moore@corcorangl.com
rachelmoorerealestate.com

SUBMISSIONS
To submit an article or photos for consideration in our 

monthly newsletter, please visit our website: 
summerfieldwaldorf.org/newsletter/ or email to: 

messenger@summerfieldwaldorf.org

$hop $avvy for Summerfield
eScrip: Registration can be completed online at eScrip.com or in 
person at participating merchants by signing up for a Community 
Card.  Choose Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm as your 
beneficiary organization. If you register your debit or credit 
card, any purchases made with that card will automatically be 
contributed to SWSF. Local participants include Oliver’s Markets, 
Petaluma Market, Fircrest Market and Woodlands Market.

Amazon Smile: To sign up, go to Smile.Amazon.com. This 
website is operated by Amazon.com with the same products, 
pricing and shopping features. The difference is that when you 
shop at AmazonSmile, Summerfield receives a 0.5% donation of 
the purchase price of eligible products. **You are not able to use 
Amazon Smile with the Amazon App on a mobile phone. However, 
you can set up a shortcut to the Amazon Smile website.**

Sports Basement: When you join the Sports Basement 
Basementeer Program at Sportsbasement.com and choose 
SWSF as your beneficiary, you’ll receive 10% off of your purchase, 
and our school earns 10% of profits. Basementeers also receive 
additional perks like trading in used gear for store credit and if you 
buy a refillable propane canister, you can have it refilled for free, 

forever. There is a one-time membership fee of $25.

Annual Giving Campaign Fun Facts!
~ Hayden Terstegge, Development Director

Did you know……
• For every class that reaches 100% participation by the 

December 12th deadline, they will receive $500 towards 
their class fund!

• AGC historically has 100% participation school wide.  
That means that every family, staff and faculty member 
supports this vital campaign.

• Pledges that are 
made now and 
before the December 
12th deadline are 
payable in full by 
May 31, 2023.

• Pledges and 
donations can be 
made directly on 
our Giving page 
on the SWSF 
website:  https://
summerfieldwaldorf.
org/giving/

• Many employers 
will match your AGC 
donation!  Please 
inquire with your 
employer to see if 
this is available.

DEVELOPMENT CORNER
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Housing Offered & Wanted
Maui Rental for Thanksgiving & Christmas
We were a Summerfield family until we moved to Maui two years ago. We 
will be traveling for 6 weeks from Thanksgiving week until the first week of 
January and would like to find a family from this beloved community who 
would like to come and enjoy Maui during the period we are away. Please 
contact me for more info. Maira - 707-791-5592 

Looking for Housing
Longtime Summerfield family and Waldorf teacher looking for 3 or 4 
bedroom rental in Sebastopol or West County. We are good land stewards, 
friendly neighbors, and responsible tenants. We would love a place where 
we could have or share chickens and garden. Ideally under $3800. Please 
call or text Rachel at 530-521-8945 or email: hazlett.rachel@gmail.com 

Farms & Agriculture
Winter Sister Farm CSA
Stay connected to your local foodshed this winter with Winter Sister 
Farm’s CSA! 24 weeks of free choice winter veggies, flowers, and herbs 
from December through May in south Sebastopol. Multiple share sizes 
and community support funds available. Sign up at wintersisterfarm.com

The DEI Committee Invites You
The DEI committee has been working 
at our school during the past few years 
to explore issues related to sexism, 
racism and gender with our faculty. We 
invite the Summerfield Community of 
parents, teachers and staff to explore 
these issues together. We will use the 
book “Stamped - Racism, Antiracism and 
You” by Jason Reynolds & Ibram X. Kendi 
as the foundation for our work. Please 
read the following chapters for the dates 
below and come with an open heart and 
mind. At our first meeting, we explored 
our first experiences in life with race and 
ethnicity and began to explore the first 

section of the book. You are welcome to join the remaining sessions.

The book is available in most bookstores, online, libraries, and a link to 
a free digital copy is here: Stamped: Free/digital verSion

Meetings will be held in the 7th Grade classroom (please note the 
venue change), 3:30-4:30pm, on the following dates:

Monday, Nov. 7: Section 2 ~ Years 1743 - 1826
Monday, Dec. 5: Section 3 ~ Years 1826 - 1879

~Don Basmajian, for the DEI Group

Farm/Gardening Assistant Teacher Wanted
We are currently looking for an individual to assist our farm teacher 

in our Farm & Gardening program. This position is part-time, non-
exempt, and paid on an hourly basis, rate depending on experience. 
The position currently is for four hours a week - classes meet on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. Our ideal candidates will have 
classroom experience and an understanding of Waldorf Education.

Please email your introduction, along with a resume, to 

Michelle Bovard, Human Resources Coordinator at michelle@
summerfieldwaldorf.org. Please also include two references (with 
phone numbers). Feel free to contact Michelle Bovard should you 
have specific questions about this position.

Outreach/Marketing Coordinator Wanted
The Coordinator works closely with the Admissions Director and 
the Development Director on the School’s marketing outreach 
and retention plans. They will help develop social media content, 
contribute to social media audience growth, and have the opportunity 
to participate in media relations campaigns, writing projects (press 
releases or blogs) & create email newsletters.

For full details and to apply for this full-time, benefitted position, 
visit our website at: https://summerfieldwaldorf.org/employment/
outreach/

https://summerfieldwaldorf.org/newsletter/
mailto:messenger%40summerfieldwaldorf.org?subject=
http://marybeardmusicstudio.com
mailto:marymezzo%40sonic.net?subject=
mailto:timothy%40vanguardsonoma.com?subject=
mailto:amee%40vanguardsonoma.com%20?subject=
mailto:rachel.moore%40corcoangl.com?subject=
http://summerfieldwaldorf.org/newsletter/
mailto:messenger@summerfieldwaldorf.org
https://www.escrip.com/
http://Smile.Amazon.com
https://shop.sportsbasement.com/products/basementeer-membership-1?beneficiary=[A60]%20Summerfield%20Waldorf%20School%20and%20Farm
https://summerfieldwaldorf.org/giving/
https://summerfieldwaldorf.org/giving/
https://summerfieldwaldorf.org/giving/
mailto:hazlett.rachel%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.wintersisterfarm.com/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54823cade4b0090d4b36f575/t/5ef38a5df767b55175e7731b/1593018979197/Stamped+-+Racism%2C+Antiracism%2C+and+You.pdf
https://summerfieldwaldorf.org/employment/outreach/
https://summerfieldwaldorf.org/employment/outreach/
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• ELEVENTH GRADE ACRYLICS •

TOP:  (LEFT TO RIGHT)  VIDA LOPEZ DE SAN ROMAN, SONG HELD, SAVANNAH SLOAN, KENT WORTHINGTON 
BOTTOM:  (LEFT TO RIGHT) JULIANNA SANSONE, DECLAN GANNON, QUINTIN WENZL, GRACE MARTINELLI 

NOT ONLY ARE WE, HUMANS, CAPABLE OF SHAPING REALITY, BUT THE OBJECTS AND THE REALITY SURROUNDING US ARE SHAPING US TOO.  
HOW DOES IT FEEL TO BE AN APPLE, RESTING IN OR ON A PIECE OF LINEN?

http://www.summerfieldwaldorf.org

