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Congratulations to the Class of 2019!

Top Row (L-R): Whitney Block, Urean Saldana, Fiona McKenzie,
Jonathan Crutcher, Henry Eitel
Middle Row: Zachary Felton-Priestner, Oliver Simmons, Dillon Behling,
Harry Rochford, Sameer Shah, Violet Richmond, Sophia Shoot
Bottom Row: Eric Rossin (class advisor), Violet White,
Ula Camastro, Chloe McCormick, Christopher Lockwood,
Mengming Li, Julia Jones, Ronni Sands (class advisor)

Congratulations to our Seniors. We applaud them on the completion of their high
school years. They have worked hard and given much to Summerfield, each having
come to know and understand their special gifts. Below is a list of their destinations next
year. We wish them all the best in their future endeavors and adventures in the world!
~ The Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm Community

senior graduation
Sunday, June 9 • 10am • Circus Tent

Dillon Behling

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo (Engineering)

Chloe McCormick

Santa Rosa Junior College

Whitney Block

Chico State University, Honors Program
(Business)

Fiona McKenzie

Sarah Lawrence College
(Focus on Psychology and Art)

Ula Camastro

Santa Rosa Junior College
(Semester studying Environmental
Ecology in Costa Rica)

Violet Richmond

University of Oregon (Sociology)

Harry Rochford

Santa Rosa Junior College

Urean Saldana

Portland State University
(Architecture & Environmental Studies)

Sameer Shah

Santa Rosa Junior College (Nursing)

Sophie Shoot

Gap Year (Semester with Studio Arts
College International, Florence, Italy)

Oliver Simmons

Santa Rosa Junior College
(Environmental Studies)

Violet White

The New School (Gap Year)

Jonathan Crutcher

Santa Rosa Junior College (Engineering)

Zachary Felton-Priestner

Embry Riddle Aeronautical University
(Aeronautical Engineering)

Julia Jones

Santa Rosa Junior College
(Hospitality and Viticulture)

Mengming Li

Quest University, Canada (Gap Year)

Christopher Lockwood

San Diego State University
(Civil Engineering, Gap Year)

The Governance Council
Reflects on our School Year
At Summerfield each teacher is continually
asking herself “What are the students
showing me about how and what they
need to learn?” As we do this, we can
continually adjust to deepen the experience
of every encounter with the world each
student is having. This is how we practice
the art of education.
At the end of the year the faculty and the
governance groups will review the year, ask
ourselves what the school needs and what
we need as colleagues to deepen our work
and, upon review together, begin to set
our intentions for next year. Let us take a
moment to look back on what we learned,
received and created this year:
We have had joyous births, as our school
family continues to grow, and poignant
deaths, as those who have deeply
contributed to the life of the school pass
away and we honor their lives.
We have welcomed many new families,
teachers and students, and will say goodbye
to those whose paths diverge from ours.
We survived floods, fires and caterpillars!
Our many festivals brought welcome
anchors to our fast-paced lives, and our
calendars were filled with educational
events and activities. Here are a few that
stand out:
Spring: May brought a jaunty May Faire
with the children now taking part in
playing music for the dancing; in April
the twelfth graders presented their Senior
Projects to the community with poise
and grace; in March the eighth graders
delighted us with their performance of
Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing
and our own Circus Waldissima wowed
us with their skills and antics, and the
High School music concert showcased
the diverse talents of our students. In
February the school had its mid-cycle
accreditation visit from WASC and
AWSNA, and came through with flying
colors, and also completed an Annual
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Giving Campaign that was the most
successful in the school’s history.
Winter: In January the younger students
were welcomed back after the holidays by
a joint faculty-parent-student performance
of the haunting pageantry and music of
The Three Kings Play, and in December
the seniors and faculty brought tears of
joy and wonder to our eyes with their
production of The Shepherds Play. Earlier
in December, we waltzed through a
campus transformed into a wonderland of
activities for Winter Faire and the winter
circus, and enjoyed the peace and stillness
of the Advent Spirals held both for the
younger children and for the community.
Autumn: In November, the community
answered the call for scarce-as-hen’steeth air purifiers and we gratefully held
our beloved Grandparents’ Day Assembly
despite the smokey air from the dreadful
Camp Fire. Earlier that month, our Dia
de los Muertos celebration gave the
children time to reconnect with and honor
loved ones who have passed. Our Parent
Enrichment Initiative held a series of
workshops for parents to enjoy handson learning with many of our teachers.
Sprites Night returned in October with
a shorter format, providing a popular
alternative to the commercialism of
Halloween with hundreds of glowing
pumpkins lighting the campus. This light
was a visible representation of the love
and bonds created as our oldest students
guided the younger ones (or is it the other
way around?) in scooping and carving
pumpkins, creating magic together on the
Farm, an annual tradition.
That brings us to September, where we
asked Archangel Michael to give us the
strength and courage to transform our own
dragons at our Michaelmas Pageant, then
reconnected with friends and family at the
picnic on the fields afterwards. Watching
our Rose Ceremony on the first Friday of
the year seems an age ago, when the first

-
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‘the sea at les saintes maries de la mer’, after vincent van gogh

a collaborative pastel by the eighth grade class

graders looked up to their twelfth grade
buddies with such awe and gratitude for
showing them the way.
In September we also invited the
community to an annual meeting to put
faces to the names on our governance
bodies, to introduce our ombuds group
members, and to hear about our plans
for the year and about the state of the
school. At that time the Board presented
the financial challenges we faced, and with
much hard work, generous contributions
and careful management, we have
overcome those challenges this year.
Now the year is coming to a close. On
Wednesday and Thursday this week the
seniors will present their final play, Alice
in Wonderland, for the community. This
weekend they will graduate and the eighth
graders will commence their road to high
school. On Friday the twelfth graders will be
honored by the entire school, and presented
with a roses, a symbol of the beauty, truth
and goodness of the world, by their first
grade buddies, the inverse of the opening of
school gesture where the seniors welcomed
the new first graders with their roses.
As the cycle of the year comes to a close
and we look ahead to all that will be new
in next year’s, we are warmly reminded
that Summerfield is a place of learning
about ourselves and others, of overcoming
adversity, experiencing goodness and
making it manifest in the world. We know
we speak for the faculty and staff that, like
you and your children, we are continually
excited to be learners together. We feel
lucky to be here, and grateful to be able to
share the bounty of this place together.
~ Governance Council (Ignacio Garat,
Jason Gross, Kibby MacKinnon)

exciting school news!

‘Small Classroom’
Initiative Planned
for January 2020

Showing the Way...
the seniors touch the hearts of their first grade buddies
By Amanda Butterworth, First Grade Teacher
September saw our new and nervous Class
One students graciously welcomed and
sung to in the beautiful Rose Ceremony by
our twelfth grade buddies. This ceremony
began our journey connecting with the
twelfth grade and coming to know what
upright and noteworthy individuals each
and everyone of them are.
Throughout the year and despite their busy
schedule, we had many opportunities to
engage with our buddies, a long-standing
tradition of Summerfield. These big friends
helped us do many things! We were
assisted painting our own water mugs,
helped to carve pumpkins on the farm,
unintentionally helped in spreading glitter
all over the classroom as we decorated
Christmas presents, supported completing
a tricky Valentine’s craft and our small
hands were held as we were guided
through our very first May Pole dance in
the grades school.
First Grade is not always the easiest of age
groups to be present for. Sometimes a little
overactive and other times perhaps a little
unagreeable; this never swayed our steadfast
twelfth grade knights. They were always
kind, patient, fun and truly present for us.
Class One often asked, “When are we going
to see our buddies again?” It meant so

much to them to
spend time together
with their buddy.
When our schedule
for the day showed
a visit from our
buddies would be
in store, yips and
jumps of excitement
were witnessed throughout the entire class.
Many of the buddies themselves relayed
memories of their own time as a first
grader. It was listening in on moments
like these that affirmed the power of these
connections in our children’s lives. To
know that an older student has been where
we are now and that they are now big and
successful gives us something to strive
towards and look forward to.
And so, as the cycle of the year nears
completion, Class One will get a turn
to serenade the twelfth graders as they
embark on their new adventures beyond the
familiar school and farm of Summerfield.
We truly hope our adoration and
appreciation will go with them and that
each twelfth grader knows how much our
time with them meant to us this year and
what a very special class they are. Blessings
on your new adventures!

We are excited to announce
the development of a ‘small
classroom’ program that
will be incorporated within
Summerfield, led by faculty
member Saskia Pothof. We
hope to be able to offer this
program to a small group
of mixed-age students from
Kindergarten—Fourth grade
starting in January 2020.
To learn more, please talk with
your child’s teacher or contact
Tracy Saucier, SWSF Admissions
Director, by email to:
tracy@summerfieldwaldorf.org.
Thank you,
Governance Council
Ignacio Garat, Jason Gross,
Kibby MacKinnon

Schedule Changes:
For the 2019-20 school year,
we will have a new dismissal time
for Second-Twelfth Grades.
We are aligning the Second-Twelfth
schedules so school will end at
3:15pm next year.
Start times will remain the same:
8:30am for First-Sixth, and
8:00am for Seventh-Twelfth.
new school year

High School Resumes
Thursday, Aug 22

Lower School Resumes
Thursday, Aug 29

Early Childhood Resumes
kindergarten: Wednesday, Sep 4
rosebud: Thursday, Sep 5
with visiting days one day earlier for each
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As happens every year, we find ourselves bidding a sad but fond farewell
to faculty who are moving on to new things. We wanted to acknowledge
the many years of dedicated service these dear people have given to
Summerfield. We will miss you!

Ronni Sands

from lower school music

We can’t imagine the
high school without
Ronni Sands, our
beloved all-thingsgarden and basketry
teacher, mentor and current twelfth
grade class advisor. Ronni has spent
the last 26 years in the service of
Summerfield’s land and school. In
addition to teaching, she currently
co-facilitates the Green Team, a
sustainability-driven student activism
club, directs our summer Farm
Camp programs, serves on the Farm
Core Group and coordinates our HS
community service efforts. Ronni has
also been instrumental in making our
delicious farm-to-table Lunch Program
a reality. Thanks to Ronni for her many
years of enthusiastic, dedicated work
for our community. Though she’ll be
back some next year, we wish her all
the best as she transitions towards
retirement!
~ Chelsea Young

Elena Sloman

Eric Rossin

After leading our
fifth and sixth grade
students in recorder
classes for several
years, Elena—herself
a Summerfield alumna, Class of
2011—is moving on to pursue her
performance career. We are grateful
for the beautiful music and steady
presence she brought to our students!
~ Tim Allen

I would like to
recognize and
appreciate the
multitude of
contributions that
Eric has made to Summerfield. First,
he has carried the twelfth grade as coadvisor with me for the last two years.
He gave the grounding, clear thinking
and humor that this class needed and
appreciated. Second, he has been a
phenomenal math teacher in the high
school for the past eleven years, and
has really been there to challenge the
students to gain a real understanding
of how to “think math.” Third, he has
such an incredible awareness of
the financial and day-to-day
workings of the school, that
there is almost no problem
that he cannot solve. And
fourth, he has served on the HS
Core Group the Board for many
years. I have been witness to
the depth of caring that Eric
pours into everything that he
does. Many thanks for many years
of giving!
~ Ronni Sands

from early childhood

from lower school

Donna Stusser

Michael Knauss

Donna’s journey
as a Summerfield
faculty member
began in 1997 when
she taught our first
Parent/Child class. Those lucky little
ones are now 25 years old, their lives
no doubt made more wholesome and
firmly rooted by Miss Donna’s calm,
caring and capable presence. After
tending to her daughters at home
during their early years, Miss Donna
returned to Summerfield as our Roots
& Shoots infant class teacher. Over
time, she has taken up work with
toddlers and pre-preschoolers as well.
She has committed her earnest and
devoted attention to this essential
foundational work for the past 17
years. Miss Donna has written many
articles that support new parents in
making wise choices for their little
ones. Perhaps the most famous of
these articles, “Babies Need Hats”, was
distributed widely along with locally
made, organic cotton pilot caps! Her
colleagues note that she has a sixth
sense for the presence of infants on
campus—somehow, she finds her
way to them and lovingly welcomes
new mothers and fathers into the
fold where their journey in conscious
parenting is supported. Miss Donna
has been a wise mentor to nearly
everyone in the early childhood village
over the years—we are indebted to
her for her wisdom, kindness, tenacity
and adventurous spirit. For someone
so petite, Miss Donna thinks big and
wide and deep which inspires us all.
In that spirit, she will leave full-time
employment at Summerfield after this
school year to delve into additional
research, travel and training as she
continues to support families of
young children. Blessings on your
work and travels, Miss Donna!
~ Catherine Schlager

Congratulations to Mr.
Knauss for leading his
eighth grade class to
the culmination of the
lower school and into
the transition to high school! He has
been with the class since sixth grade,
successfully guiding them through
many challenging milestones of the
middle school years. Michael brought
the students warmth, wonderful
storytelling and a love of craft. We
wish him all the best!
~ Tim Allen
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from high school

from ls
practical arts

Acacia
Brisbois
As a Summerfield alumna, a
Acacia slipped right into the
role of Handwork Assistant
this year. We appreciate the
joy and love of craft that
she brought to the students in the lower school.
We wish her the best for
next year!
~ Tim Allen

photos by miguel salmerón and others. clipart courtesy fcit.

farewell to departing faculty

Konstantin
Gortinsky
Twenty years ago a
friend said: “When
you start working
at Summerfield you
will work with Konstantin, the most
wonderful and creative man…” That’s
how Konstantin was introduced to me.
Then I met this teacher, a man with
a calm demeanor, lots of experience,
a dedicated, kind, direct, creative,
humble and reflective human being.
First at Summerfield as a parent (since
1979), Konstantin has now been a
teacher here for the past 25 years.
He takes education as an art, as an
art of living. He brings education
to life through observation and
contemplation. He is a Waldorf Teacher
who truly lives out of Anthroposophy.
He thinks about the world, about the
universe. He feels and creates as an
artist and craftsman. He seems to
understand intuitively the connection
between cosmos and the human being.
When he sees his colleagues and his
students, he looks and asks in the
most genuinely way, “How are you?”…
It’s the sincere way he pronounces
these words. It makes me always want
to stop what I’m doing to exchange
thoughts and life experiences and
ideas, forming questions together
about life or talking design and art.
Why are artists artistic, what makes us
who we are, what are the lives of the
others, what is red and what is blue,
how are your classes, and why did this
or that happen? It is so uplifting and
important to stop during the day, to
have an exchange of trying to figure
out why things are as they seem to be.
Konstantin has many sides, many
talents, many gifts and many
perspectives. Born in Czechoslovakia,
he grew up in Brazil, raised by Russian

parents. He came to the US in 1962
and studied in Brooklyn at the Pratt
Institute and at the San Francisco
Art Institute where he received his
BFA in sculpture. He is a carpenter, a
metal worker, a photographer and
owned a jewelry-making business.
He is a philosopher, a percussionist,
an instrument-maker… He loves to
find mushrooms, he seeks out useful
things and tools at flea markets,
loves to read… he might also know
how to knit and crochet.
William Morris wrote:
“A man at work, making something
which he feels will exist because he is
working at it and wills it, is exercising
the energies of his mind and soul
as well as of his body. Memory and
imagination help him as he works”.

Konstantin has been a fantastic
example for the students in the High
School of how to find meaning in
what one does, making and leaving
a mark. He is a master teacher. Being
in his classes, one learns how to find
satisfaction and inspiration while
working with and through one’s
hands. It’s a redefinition of work, a
vision which might very well become
more and more relevant in today’s
life. We are very lucky to have had
Konstantin Gortinsky on our faculty.
The school will miss you a lot,
Konstantin. We will miss your fine
sense of collegiality, your selfless
care for the school and the students
and the work we did together. You
helped create an environment which
everybody who worked with or next
to you will learn from. You are seen
and you will be remembered as
someone who creates and showed
others how to create.
All the best in your next endeavors!
~ Isabel Wundsam

also from early childhood

Nico Rease
The Kindergarten Village will be bidding a fond farewell to
our Lead Aftercare teacher, Nico Rease. Ms Nico ably led the
kindergarten aftercare program with warmth and care over
this past year. We wish Ms. Nico all the best in her new teaching endeavors in
the years to come! ~ Rachel McGarva, White Rose Kindergarten teacher

2019 Athletes
of the Year
Four SWSF high schoolers
were honored at the The Press
Democrat’s Athletes of the Year
Annual Awards ceremony last
month. Congratulations, and
thanks to each of you for your
years of enthusiastic participation
in Mustang Sports!
2019 Female Scholar Athlete of the
Year: Chloe McCormick (G12)
2019 Male Scholar Athlete of the
Year: Christopher Lockwood (G12)
2019 Male Athlete of the Year:
Dillon Behling (G12)
2019 Female Athlete of the Year:
Ella Buller (G10)

Basketball Awards
Each year, coaches from our
Small School Bridge League meet
and vote on the best players,
designating the players as first
team, second team, honorable
mention and most valuable player.
All league Girls Basketball:
1st team: Ella Buller (G10)
2nd team: Vivianne Dean (G9)
Honorable Mention:
Sophia Mooney-McDermott (G10)
All league Boys Basketball:
2nd team: Hudson Yoxall (G11)
Honorable Mention:
Dillon Behling (G12),
Christopher Lockwood (G12)

ECE Farewell Tea
for Miss Donna
The Early Childhood Education
faculty are hosting a farewell tea
for Miss Donna on Wednesday,
June 12, from 2:30 to 4:00pm in the
Early Childhood Village.
All are invited to attend!
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The Blunt Truth is Summerfield’s
Sharp Science Curriculum

The Green Team is a group
of high school students who
meet first thing every Thursday
morning to take action towards
sustainability and a greener
world.

By Daisy Hu, Seventh & Ninth Grade Parent
At the culmination of a recent physics
block, Mr. Allen’s seventh grade class
entertained and intrigued a delightful mix
of schoolmates, teachers, parents, siblings,
and friends. It was the morning of Friday,
May 10, and Summerfield’s middle school
buzzed with excitement. While the fifth
grade was hosting a Pentathlon on the
track and adjacent fields, the front lawn
served as the venue for the 2019 Seventh
Grade Science Fair! It was a day to be
grateful for many things: good weather,
ample green space, youthful exuberance,
engaged adults, and the evidence that we
are a burgeoning
curious and
encouraging
community.
Attendees were
greeted by a
mechanical
high-five machine. Some were served
refreshing sips of lemonade from a nifty
drink dispenser. A handful of younger
children were treated to rides in box
carts. The show of projects also included a
mesmerizing water vortex, an innovative
waterwheel paint mixer, several marble
runs, and even a bamboo tricycle, to name
a few. Students presented demonstrations
and happily answered questions about how
projects were conceived, prototypes made,
and final products built.
Despite the wide variety of gizmos and
gadgets displayed, a common theme
emerged. The process of translating an
imagined concept into a physical working
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High School ‘Green
Team’ Summit

end product required ample amounts of
trial, error, and emotional challenge. In my
perspective, this is where we see the crown
jewel of the fair… a science curriculum
that prioritizes time and space to develop
the capacity for objectivity through careful
observation and sound judgement through
experience, over the efficiency of delivering
a string of concepts with matching
experiments that prove them.
Here are some statements I gathered from
a few different posters made by students
describing their experiences:
“Frustration was definitely one of
the emotions we felt at one point
or another... On one of the tracks,
the marble always went too far and
passed by the hole it was supposed
to go through. But putting the
marble down that spot over and
over helped us observe and fix the
problem we were having.”
“Some of the problems were fixable,
(while) others we had to learn to live
with.”
“... we had fun working on it, and
even though we had some rough
patches, we are proud of the way it
turned out.”

From what I gathered, the results never
perfectly matched the polished ideal of
the students’ original concepts. Quite a
few projects, such as the beloved high-five
machine I mentioned earlier, started as a
completely different idea that didn’t work
out. Along the way, students had to make
adjustments, persevere, and innovate—
experiential learning and problem-solving
at its best. If any of the final projects were
rough around the edges, the resilience,
creativity, and independent thinking skills
were sharp!

On May 17, the Team held an
interactive, hands-on assembly
for the entire High School and
a group of interested seventh
graders. There were seven
different workshop offerings,
each led by two Green Team
members. The workshop
choices were: Going Zero Waste/
Recycling Basics, Know the
Facts about Climate Change and
How to Talk About It, and What
is Green Energy? The hands-on
workshops were: How to Make a
Book from Recycled Paper, How
to Make Sunscreen That is Coral
Reef Friendly, Planting Anchor
Grass to Help Stop Erosion,
and Making Green Smoothies.
Imagine which two workshops
you might choose!
Team member Cruz Leras said,
“The summit was a time when
green team members taught the
other students what they could
do in their community to help
transition into a better living
for all of us. Dealing with the
crisis that humanity has put the
planet in will take all of us to fix.
All the way from remembering
to put the recycling in the right
bin to petitioning our leaders
to embrace clean energy there
are things that we can do with
a little time and effort and I’m
sure the planet will thank you.”
The Green Team has some very
exciting goals for next year, and
hope to contribute regularly to
next year’s Messenger.
~ Ronni Sands & Ben Mew

How Parents Make All the Difference
a teacher—and parent—reflects on our volunteer culture

It is the end of the academic year, a time
when Waldorf faculties the world over
create a moment in their faculty meetings
to review the year in pictures, starting
from the time when they met to prepare
for the year. What stands out most, when
one reviews in pictures, are the events
and festivals. Colorful, rich images of our
community: students taking to the stage
in costume and confidence; the youngest
members of our student body getting
tangled up in ribbons at the maypole;
children speeding across finish lines at the
Pentathlon; parents washing the feet of
their knights as they prepare to walk the
labyrinth; and adults in rapt attention,
listening to the inspiring speeches of
Waldorf graduates and seniors at Farm to
Feast. There are too many field trips and
events to mention here, but there’s always
a constant in those images: the parents.
While Waldorf schools hold many of the
same traditions across the globe, how
many and exactly how those festivals
and events play out can vary quite a
bit from school to school. Being new to
Summerfield, I’ve enjoyed experiencing
the school’s festival life for the first time
while my class parents and colleagues
have quietly and patiently accepted my
cluelessness and supported me in my plans
and questions.
For example, I scheduled within a sevenday span: May Faire, a 3-day roughin’ it
botany camping trip on Gualala River,
and Pentathlon, hosted by Class 5. Shame
on me for assuming as I made my class
schedule that May Faire was just a dance
and strawberry shortcake at this school!
Waldorf is not a “drop off” education.
Faculty are not the only ones who work in
service to the children—the parents hold
an important part in the equation of what
is offered at Summerfield. It is this very
aspect of Waldorf education that makes
it one of the most effective approaches to
raising and preparing tomorrow’s future,
and ensuring it is a bright one.

Raising our children in an “it takes a
village” approach is a necessity, especially
today. All too often they witness through
their impressionable eyes a culture of
people who are not aware of what is
happening in the moment around them, a
culture that is largely consumed with selfinterest. So many seconds are monopolized
by technology and the seemingly endless
demands of our material world. It is a gift
to be in a community that asks its adults
to unplug, be present, and to give of one’s
precious time. In a world where adults
feel they never have time, Summerfield
provides joyous reasons to make time.
Rudolf Steiner once wrote: “This is
healing: When, in the individual, the
whole community takes shape. And, in the
community, the strength of each is active.”
When I began work as a parent on building
Berkeley Rose Waldorf School, with the
school’s mixed aged kindergarten in my
house, our small founding board read this
quote before starting our weekly meetings.
None of us were paid, and with no seed
money and the reality of starting a school
in the worst economic downturn in recent
history (2009), you can bet we worked our
tails off and got to know one another really
well.
Every time my weekly volunteer workload
increased… 20 hours, 30 hours, 40 hours,
50 hours, and 60 hours… I thought I
could not continue. But the more I gave
in solitary and collaborative moments
with other hardworking parents, the more
I realized that I was healing something
in myself and in the world: egoism,
selfishness, cynicism, isolation. What
I discovered in this process of selfless
giving and intense collaborative work
was that the more I gave and engaged in
community, the deeper my capacity to give
grew—and the more I became aware of and
appreciated the gifts of others.
That founding board also noticed
something else profound. We were no
longer complaining about the world—we
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By Andrea Vander Pluym, Eighth Grade Parent and Fifth Grade Teacher

were the change we wanted to see in the
world, and we were setting examples
for others. Our kindergarten and first
grade children watched us work and
were inspired. They started impromptu
lemonade and craft stands in front of their
homes, raising money for the school they
loved and saw their parents working so hard
to support. Our children will be affected
by our actions and values long after their
natural inclination to imitate fades away.
So many moral seeds are planted every
day in the Waldorf classroom through the
soulful and intentional manner in which
learning is brought. Seeds that teachers
know will not sprout until a student is
possibly in her/his 40’s. Indeed, at Farm to
Feast this year, a past graduate eloquently
spoke to this truth. This education is not
about filling the bucket; it’s about ensuring
the water that’s already in the bucket is not
spilled. It’s not about who gets the biggest
house; it’s about leading a child to discover
her/his character, resilience, fortitude,
and integrity. And it is the character of
the parents—the strength of parents
contributing their special skills and time
and warmth to the Summerfield Village—
who help make the teachers’ work, and
each child’s full potential, possible.
It is the end of the year. Take a moment
to reflect on how you’ve contributed to
your child’s class’s and school’s moments.
Which child or adult did you get to
know better? What did you learn about
yourself as you gave of yourself? Did you
heal something in yourself or within the
community? Then, pat yourself on your
back, enjoy the summer, and roll up your
sleeves for another great year of growing
and giving together!
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Summer Arrives on Summerfield Farm
By Farmer Dan
The Month of June

by nathaniel parker willis

It is the month of June,
The month of leaves and roses,
When pleasant sights salute the eyes,
And pleasant scents the noses.

It has been said that, in the
spring, at the end of the day,
you should smell like dirt.
There is something quite
fragrant about the smell
of freshly-turned soil that
clings to one’s clothes and
that tends to enlighten one’s
being. Lots of soil turning and
planting has been happening,
now in a flurry of hurry as
classes prepare to leave for
summer break. While nine rows of potatoes are nestled safely in,
underground and out of reach of the marauding caterpillars, the
third grader farmers have one more large planting of twelve flats
of field corn, or 1800 plants to get in this last week of school, along
with 600 broom corn starts. The winter squash and pumpkin
starts have been taking their own sweet time plumping up so they
will have to wait a little longer to go out, as will the onion sets that
tend to like the hot sun of mid-summer to bulk up so somehow it
all works out. We did manage to get the sheep safely sheared last
week and, after the fleeces sat out in the sun for several days, they
are securely stored in burlap bags awaiting a thorough washing
and prepping by Ms. Wilde, our hardworking Handwork teacher
of many years, who will be using the wool in her future handwork
classes. An extra lovely bonus are the two fleeces from our
cashmere goats that are especially gorgeous this shearing year.
The kindergarteners and first and second graders have been
very industrious helpers with the annual thistle removing from
our pastures where the star thistles are flourishing after such a
welcome rainy season and which has now resulted in a happy
playground for our new little calf. We still have not settled on his
new name, but he is a very healthy
little fellow and he loves it when the
younger classes are set free to chase
him full speed around the nicely
cleaned pasture. He gets a little gleam
in his eye that simply says to the kids,
“I double dare you to try to catch me!”
We have three older cows, May, the
calf’s mother; Maple, the calf’s sister
who will have her first calf come July;
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and Victory,
another year-old
bull calf with a
noticeable streak
of Red Angus in
his beautiful red
coat. That has given us the gift of plenty of “farmer’s gold”, more
commonly known as a barn’s-full of winter manure, which we also
have been slowly moving out into the manure spreader and then
out into emerging compost piles mixed with food scraps from our
new lunch program and grass clippings from the school’s playing
fields. So no shortage of things to do as summer unfolds!
We also have completed a beautiful new redwood fence with a
substantial sag-proof gate around the duck pond and rabbit cage
area. With agreeable help from sixth and seventh graders, all the
post holes were dug by hand in the early spring when the ground
was soft, and new 4x4’s were cemented in. One of the sixth graders
had taken on the task in a special way as a project for his class
Knighting ceremony to strengthen his chosen virtues-to-work-on
of patience and kindness with his classmates. So he got the extra
bonus of learning patience working with his classmates, as well
as with Farmer Dan and his high expectations when it comes to
sturdy fence building. A very large and sweet new rabbit was then
donated as a companion for our lonely little bunny, Pansy, and
they quickly have become very popular with all the student bunny
lovers in the Lower School. There is certainly no problem getting
the students to care for them and lavish them both—Pansy and
Roo—with an abundance of TLC.
All of us gardeners know that “Roses are red and violets are
blue… but they don’t quite get around like the dandelions do,” so
yes, weeding is a perpetual gift from Mother Nature that also is
underway as all the flower beds have been prepped and planted
out in the farmyard. We undertook a substantial resurrection of a
bed near the farmyard entrance, and were able to restore a lovely
Flo-form fountain into operating order which adds a special touch
of beauty to the overlooked area. We also trimmed up and back the
kiwi over a resting arbor so hopefully we’ll have a few kiwi fruits
come later in the autumn. For years
we’ve had three long raspberry beds
by the greenhouse field but, again, as
time has gone by, the oaks have grown
up and shaded out two of the rows. So
we had to remove the unproductive
beds and have seeded them over with
new grass and hopefully next year, will
replant with shade-tolerant fruit trees.
It would be difficult to accomplish

all these ongoing gardening
tasks without the mostly
cheerful help of the students,
so it is with much gratitude
for all their hard work that
we gracefully release them
into their longed-for summer
vacations… release them with this little English proverb, of course:
“Kind hearts are the gardens; kind thoughts are the roots; kind
words are the flowers; kind deeds are the fruits.”
The naturalist Aldo Leopold once mused, “In June, as many as
a dozen species may burst their buds in a single day. No one can
heed all of these anniversaries; no one can ignore all of them.” And
then along comes summer marking a bit of a growing silence after
the bustle of spring. Once again, in the frozen north country where
I grew up, the plentiful scattered lakes are able to hold the summer
moon in quiet evening repose. The hum of the honeybees provides
a gentle voice to the gardens and a bump of a peony blossom
falling from a bouquet on the table is another simple reminder of
June’s bounty.
Finally, as graduations and new beginnings are once again upon
us, there lives an inner gratefulness that arises within for the
gift of Waldorf education that grows our students. Here is a list
of 30 things that a standardized test can’t measure that seems
worth looking for in our developing students: resilience, passion,
strength, wit, faith, compassion, intuition, a sense of humor,
kindness, self-esteem, intelligence, motivation, fortitude, morals,
courage, work ethic, empathy, determination, personality,
manners, diligence, common sense, ingenuity, grit, character,
physical fitness, a love of learning, life skills, effort and creativity.
In the well-known novel To Kill A Mockingbird, the main
character Atticus Finch looks towards the younger generation for
renewed inspiration and reminders. He implores them: “Remind
us what is right again. What is ethical? Remind us what is honest,
what decent looks like, remind us what compassion looks like.
Apparently we continually need reminding.”
Blessings on our graduating student “reminders” … and, of course,
please do have a safe and richly blessed summer,
Farmer Dan

Farm Guild
We will continue to meet in the
summer. Please join us for our
Tuesday volunteer days. We
work from 9am–noon, breaking
halfway for a potluck snack
and food. We’re happy to help with your gardening
questions, and you get to leave with a basket full of
produce. RSVP to Dana at
dana@summerfieldwaldorf.org.

Rhythm During the Summer
By Karen Rivers, from Waldorf Education: A Family Guide
(reprinted with kind permission of the author)

June approaches very quickly and suddenly and,
after that last assembly and picnic, it’s summer. Your
children are home now for full days, day after day. The
school rhythm is gone. The temptation is, thereby, to
slip into a somewhat unformed vacation life where
most, if not all, regularity has gone.
The daily and weekly rhythm of the school year have a
deep significance for children, especially up to the age of
fourteen. Even high school students need the form and
discipline of daily requirements to reach the ultimate
goal of setting themselves demanding tasks as adults.
Therefore, we invite you to bring as much form and
regularity into your child’s summer life as you possibly
can. “Regular meal times, regular bed times, regular
tasks—this is the backbone of a healthy and happy
childhood,” as A.C. Harwood writes in The Recovery of
Man in Childhood. Try to install many regular tasks in
your child’s day. Let them help with all kinds of chores.
Allow in-breathing and out-breathing: chores, reading,
and music practice should alternate with free time.
Ask even more of your child in keeping his or her room
neat than you would during the school year.
A daily vacation schedule written out on paper is
often an excellent idea for many children. It makes
them feel that their contributions are important and
that they are taken seriously. If you approach it in the
right way, children will love to take part in gardening
tasks. Most of them have had gardening experiences
at a Waldorf school throughout the seasons. Caring
for plants and regularly watering them can be a most
joyful summer activity.
Let there be a clear beginning and end to the daily
activities, whether these are meals or work tasks. Try to
build in a daily story-telling time in the evening. Even
middle and upper-elementary school children are not
too old for such story sessions. Of course, some activities
are woven into a weekly rhythm rather than a daily one.
The weekend brings special opportunities for full
family activities. Many families enjoy visiting a
particular place each week so that it begins to feel like
home. With a few adjustments, you will soon have a
daily and weekly rhythm that is in harmony with the
season and with the family. You may find that there is
hardly any time for television.
When your children come back to school after a
vacation, or even after a weekend, teachers can
immediately notice to what degree they have been
nourished and sustained by a wholesome rhythm at
home. Such a rhythm is one of the greatest gifts you
can give your children.
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alumni profile

Morgan Raleigh Campbell CLASS OF 2007
Interview by Caryn Stone, Development Coordinator
Please tell us
about your
current work.
This year, with
my partner Nick
LaHaise, we
opened Hearth
Folk School.
For those who
are unfamiliar,
Folk Schools
originate in
Scandinavia and have been slowly
growing in North America. They are
more prominent on the East Coast,
but we are proud to be one of a
few west of the great divide. The
principles of a folk school are rooted
in curiosity and creativity, lifelong
learning, connection to natural &
local resources, intergenerational
community, and non-judgmental
learning. At Hearth we bring people
together to remember and restore
once-common life skills and to create
and share new evolving wisdom.
What led you to doing this?
My whole life has led me to this
work. Several years ago, Nick shared
his dream with me of starting a folk
school. We both have a shared passion
for craft and, in particular, traditional
green woodwork. Last year, I spent
five months apprenticing in green
woodwork in the UK. Every day I would
rise with the birds and cook over a fire
in an outdoor kitchen that was joined
with our workshop, in the middle of
a diverse woodland. When I arrived,
the ash blossoms were snowing down
and my awe and inspiration began
flourishing. As I departed months later,
I was aching to share with others all I
had gained. In the UK, the abundance
and saturation of traditional skills
is more obvious. I met so many folks
doing chair-making, spoon-carving,
earth-building, timber-framing,
vintage tool maintenance, basketry,
clog-making, and more. It was there
that I recognized the need for more
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availability and access to traditional
skills. Beginning with my Waldorf
education I was exposed to skills that,
to many, are lost or unavailable. I later
spent years in Nature Connection
Education programs which often
focus on elements of land-based skills.
It was in those programs that I started
carving spoons. It was with the use of
social media that I learned that many
folks are spoon-carving for a living, as
an art and as an everyday practice.
What did you do after high school?
Following graduation at Summerfield
I spent a few years at the Santa Rosa
Junior College doing general education
and many arts, music, and dance
classes. My path led me to Hawaii
where I wwoofed on a tree sanctuary
and reforestation project. My love
for wood was nurtured. I went on
to wwoof and live in Ashland, OR, as
well, and when I returned to Sonoma
County in 2014, I immediately applied
for Weaving Earth, an experiential
immersion for adults using the
tools of Nature Connection to build
relationship to self, others, and the
land. Following three years with WE
I started traveling. For the last two
years, I traveled around the world,
but primarily in Europe. Now that I’ve
returned, I’m working to establish

Hearth as well as balancing a few other
jobs in the Nature and Education fields,
while also still doing woodwork myself.
Did you always know you wanted to
be involved in crafts?
My whole life my hands have been
busy. My mom started teaching me
crafts and skills at a very young age.
When I came to Waldorf education,
it was so natural for me. I am always
striving to work with my hands. What
I love about woodwork is that I am
working with a natural, renewable,
and sustainable material. What I love
particularly about working with green
wood is that my knowledge of the
material needs to be well rounded.
I must pay attention to how it grew,
when it was harvested, how this wood
dried, what its life was like, and how
to regenerate it. I am less likely to be
doing that when buying kiln-dried
wood from someone else. More life
goes into my craft the more I am
involved with the whole process, from
sapling to spoon. It is many years in the
making but I hope that one day Hearth
is on a piece of land with a tended
woodland, willow grove, blacksmithing
forge, pottery space, waterways, farm
and garden, and more.
How did your experience at
Summerfield impact your life?
Summerfield gave me the opportunity
to expand my possibilities. When I
approach a problem, I am inclined
to think creatively for a solution. I
am committed to listening to others’
views and thinking critically about my
opinions and the advice that others

give me. I thrived at Summerfield,
having so much access and balance
between mental and physical classes.
My experience was embodied. I also
felt that I learned in many ways. I
will always remember when I went
to my first Open House. The student
that was leading us brought us into
George’s class and said, “George will
always explain things at least seven
ways, so if you don’t get it on the first
you will surely get it on the seventh.”
I also always remember the day one
of my teachers recognized my stress
and that I wasn’t operating as myself.
He insisted that I retake the test the
next morning as he knew I wasn’t
living up to my potential in that
moment. There was room to be human
at Summerfield. Flourishing was
available and supported.

photos: morgan raleigh campbell

Yes! Hearth is the expression of so
many of my passions—craft, building
community, bringing people together,
sustainability, multi-generational
education, and more. This work isn’t
my choice, it chose me. For many
years, I explored lots of fields and,
though I enjoyed all of it, I felt like I
could do without it. I have to do this
particular work. I go to sleep thinking
about it and wake up thinking about
it. I would host classes and have my
hands in wood shavings every day!

poster by chloe mccormick

Do you see yourself continuing your
current work/education/path?

Congratulations to Chloe!
Senior Chloe McCormick was recently awarded an
internship through the Bank of America Student
Leadership Program!
Chloe was one of only 225 students nationwide (out
of tens of thousands who applied) who were chosen
for this award.
She will attend the Student Leaders Summit in
Washington, D.C., as well as work a full-time, paid
internship at Ceres Community Project.
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Setting Out in Freedom...
an alumna’s gap year adventures
By Mari Stusser, Class of 2018
What was on
your mind when
you were 18 and
just finishing
up high school? I was fascinated
with asking people this throughout
my senior year. I loved the bustle
of school and the rambunctious
busyness of the life around it, but
I was bursting with excitement for
what would be open to me after
graduation. I dreamed of hot dry
heat, the smell of pines, and nights
under the stars: the mountains
were calling! I knew I wanted to
do something I could look back on
when I was 60 and still smile about.
It was late May when I got a
call from an old cowboy in the
southern Sierras with whom a
classmate [Madeline Nagle] and I
had apprenticed. He was offering
us jobs as mule packers for the
season. We were thrilled, it would
be the combination of everything
we loved—living in the mountains
at 8,000 ft with a tight-knit crew
of stock, supplying the Sequoia
Kings Canyon range and jumping in
every alpine lake we passed. So, just
like that, a couple weeks later we
loaded up the Tacoma, downloaded
an obscene amount of John Prine
albums, and landed in our new home
end of June.
We packed hunters, fishers, families,
and ranger station supplies in and
out of those mountains all season.
I learned how to build a fire in the
rain, shoe livestock, fish, skin a
deer, do
leatherwork,
make
sourdough
bread and,
above all,
how to
wake up
at 3am,
work hard
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all day and end with smile. In the end,
I stayed until Halloween and caught a
ride down to the valley amongst the
trailer trains of our mules heading
down for the winter. Next, I had a
month at home to apply to college
before my one-way trip to Chile,
South America. I wanted to become
fluent in Spanish and learn the way
of the vaqueros who had ridden
through the Andes all their lives.
I found myself in ‘the Jackson Hole
of South America’—a town called
Pucon in northern Patagonia,
Chile. Crisscrossed with turquoise
whitewater rivers, mountain
biking routes, and a daunting
snow-covered (active) volcano 20
minutes out of town, it drew boot
laced-trail kicking enthusiasts from
all over the globe. I shared a house
in the foothills with five other
international guides, surrounded
by our team of 27 beautiful horses.
We led up to five-day rides, crossing
snow fields and skirting around
looming volcanos to make camp
on the edges of vast transparent
lakes. Hundreds of kilometers from
phones or saddle repair shops, our
leathermans and scrap twine bags
became our best friends.
By March, summer was coming
to a close, and I was ready to flee
tourism. By a series of fortunate
coincidences, I found a community
of organic farmers on an island
called Chiloe on Chile’s south coast
where I did a homestay for a month.
Days were spent milking the cows,
harvesting abalone, building
greenhouses, sharing meals and
making dulce de leche. Out in that
countryside by the coast, I don’t think
I ever saw another gringo, not to
mention anyone near my height. I felt
like a giant! Eventually I could keep
up with their lively dinner banters
and realize when I was being talked
to without exuberant gestures.

After a bit, it was time to pack up
and go back to the mainland. In my
last weeks, I studied acro yoga, a
form of yoga/acrobatics I’ve always
wanted to practice more of. There
was a large community in the capitol
I was able to train with before my
flight home in May. Now entering my
second summer since graduation,
I’ve been busy helping out on
Singing Frogs Farm and catching
up with all the people and Sonoma
County treats I’ve missed.
I am looking forward to attending
Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo this fall
where I will be studying Natural
Resources Conservation & Forestry
along with Journalism and Spanish.
To anyone considering a gap year…
you must do it! Just be careful,
someone might have to really reel
you in to get you to enroll in college.

College Plans...
Here’s news about the latest plans
for several of our recent grads…
As Mari mentioned, she’s heading to
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. Classmate
Iren Barnum is going to the Parsons
School of Design, while another
classmate, Nalani Knauss, will head
to Art School in Holland or Glasgow.
Also, from Class of 2017, Jonah
Roth-Verity is attending Occidental
College, while Stav Redlich, who
has enjoyed a gap year playing
music throughout Europe, is
heading to the Berklee College of
Music in Boston in 2020.
Finally, Emma Jones (Class of 2016)
is enrolling at UC Berkeley this fall.
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by William Shakespeare
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independent initiative
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  at
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Summer
Theater Camp 2019
            
      
     
        
        

   

     

 

 

Three weeks of theatrical learning and fun, bringing
 to life the magical
world of William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer
Night’s
 
 Dream!
  Ages
10–14;
    
July 15–August 2; Monday–Friday 9am–2pm;
Performance
Friday, August


 
    
2nd;
Location: Summerfield Waldorf School
and Farm,
655 Willowside
        

  
  
      
Road,
 Santa Rosa; Tuition $750/student; Early bird discount: $675 for
       
 
 
registration
March 
29;
For
    by

  more information and registration forms,
   
please email: lizturkel@gmail.com.
An independent initiative held at Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm
Summer Art Camp
Art Camp @ Summerfield Waldorf School; children ages 6-12.
Fun and exciting weekly sessions. Explore and create with a variety of
art forms: drawing, painting, sculpting and print-making. Dates: weekly
06/17; 06/24; 07/1. For more information please email Renate Kuprian:
renatekuprian1@gmail.com. Website: www.artcampkuprian.weebly.com.
Summer Ceramic Lessons on the Farm
Create one of a kind pieces on the pottery wheel and hand building.
Lessons are from June 24th through August 22nd. Pictures of students’
ceramic work and the farm are on Facebook. Located in Healdsburg.
Contact: Carrie Shere carriesartfarm@gmail.com or 707-978-1778.
Summer Nature Camp
There is still room in Ms Donna’s Summer Nature Camp at Cherry Ridge for
ages 3-7 for Jul and Aug. Inquire: Dstusser2@comcast.net 707-824-2959.

Get Outside with LandPaths’
This Summer!

Teepee Needed for Farm Camp

Register today!
www.landpaths.org 707-544-7284 ext. 118

Teepee needed to borrow for Farm Camp for 6 weeks, Starting June
12th. Please contact Ronni Sands: figwortrs@gmail.com.

BACKCOUNTRY BASICS, $400

Circle of Hands
Sebastopol’s Waldorf Toys and Gifts store is going through
a transition after the floods in February, and is now taking
online orders: www.circleofhandswaldorfshop.com. Also,
Monica Ashley is available for private Waldorf tutoring for
classes 1st- through 8th. Sewing, doll making and handwork
lessons at your home, are also available. Monica will be in Sebastopol
two days a week and in Marin/San Francisco two days a week. Please call
707 236-2829 for an appointment or book a lesson online.

Camp Bohemia 

Intro to Backpacking (ages 13Ͳ17) 
 June 24thͲ27th 


(7Ͳ14 year olds)
At Bohemia Ecological Preserve
Occidental

RUSSIAN RIVER TREK, $400
June 3rdͲ6th (ages 12Ͳ14) 
Wohler Bridge to Jenner 
 June 10thͲ13th (ages 13Ͳ17) 
Wohler Bridge to Jenner 
 *July 15thͲ18th (ages 13Ͳ17) 
Geyserville to Healdsburg
*previous River Trek or similar experience
required for this session only.


MͲF 10amͲ4pm 


June 17thͲ21st Stories from the Land 






June 24thͲ28th Art in Nature 
July 1stͲ5th Ancestral Arts 

Services Needed/Offered
Spaces Still Available in our Farm-to-Feast Buy-In Parties!
Painting Workshop with Saskia Pothof, date TBD, 9am-1pm in the Art
Tech Building: $75. Boho Jewelry Making on Nov 9, 1-4pm in Santa
Rosa: $75. Pizza with your Pals in Napa Valley, Sep 14, 5-10pm in
Calistoga: $75. Paella on the Beach, Sep 15, 11am-2pm, at Doran. $55
(children free). Sign up with caryn@summerfieldwaldorf.org.
Summer Rental–Sebastopol
Lovely 3br/2ba modern farmhouse house on 1.7 acres—fruit trees, veggie
gardens. Near town. Available June 26th–August 10th. $3,200/month;
$4,500 for full 6.5 weeks. Email for photos! kristanck@gmail.com.

RADIANT ARTS PRESENTS:

LAZURE WORKSHOP
In Sebastopol, California
July 13 - 14, 2019
WEEKEND WORKSHOP INCLUDES INTRODUCTION TO LAZURE, HANDS ON EXPERIENCE,
AND TOGETHER WE WILL LAZURE A FIRST GRADE CLASSROOM IN SEBASTOPOL. LEARN
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW IN ORDER TO LAZURE ON YOUR OWN.
ALL MATERIALS INCLUDED.
SLIDING SCALE $150-$120. SINGLE DAY OPTION AVAILABLE.
TO REGISTER, CALL ALYSSA ANAYA 707-774-9661.
WWW.RADIANTARTS.ORG

House for Rent for 2019-20 Academic Year
3-4 bedroom, 3.5 bath lovely furnished west Sebastopol home for rent
for the academic year beginning September 1, 2019. Quiet location
on one acre with gardens, fruit trees, berries, chicken coop, and two
fairy rings. Easy commute to Summerfield. Beautiful family home. If
interested, please call Kim at 860-857-7063. Photos available on request.
House for Rent near Graton:
4 BR/3 BA, 10 min drive to Summerfield, available 7/15, $3900 including
all utilities. Contact: Karen Rice (707) 478-1138 or Dallinrice@aol.com.
Rural Rental Wanted:
1 bed/lg.studio/1-year lease. Female, 66, no pets, 20yr. Sonoma Cty resident
(retired Waldorf sub-teacher).$1600 ok (financially secure). Glad to help
with childcare/gardening. Will be looking all summer. Irene (707) 480-1952.

advertise in the messenger
Summerfield’s Messenger newsletter is published once a month
during the school year and has a distribution list of 1,000 people!
If you are interested in advertising in the Messenger, please visit
our website at summerfieldwaldorf.org/newsletter, or email
messenger@summerfieldwaldorf.org for more information.

Singing and Piano Instruction with Mary Beard
I am an experienced teacher, a Summerfield Waldorf founding parent
and original creator of the school’s instrument music program. My studio
is located in Santa Rosa. Please learn more at marybeardmusicstudio.com.
Contact me at marymezzo@sonic.net or 707-546-8782.
Sebastopol Strings Academy
Classes for Kids and Adults: Beginning Violin, Beginning Cello,
Intermediate Cello, Music Theory, Piano, Adult Cello Ensemble.
Maureen Caisse. 707-206-1566. sebastopolstringsacademy.com.

SERVING WALDORF FAMILIES IS THE CORE OF MY BUSINESS

NEW
OFFER:

For every transaction I close within the SWSF community,
I will be donating $1,000 back to Summerfield.

§ Summerfield Parent
§ Waldorf Alum
§ Relocation Specialist

TIMOTHY HEDGES

Rick Concoff Violins

timothy@vanguardsonoma.com

Quality string instruments for rent or sale at below-market prices plus rentto-own & accessories available! Call 707-477-9196 for an appointment.

www.Th e H e d g e s G ro u p.co m

Bone Broth made by Farmer Dana
Made to nourish the mind, body and soul, with
grass-fed beef bones sourced from So.Co. Meat
Company, our broth is incredibly nutritious. Rich in
protein, collagen, and minerals, bone broth is very
alkalinizing and good for your gut flora. Drink on its own or use as a base
for soups. $8 per quart. Call (707) 570-5484 to order.

MacKillop Construction
Jim MacKillop offers complete
building & remodeling services
for Sonoma County homeowners.
Specializing in major remodels,
renovations, kitchens, baths
and decks, with over 30 years
experience. The MacKillops are a Summerfield family
(parents of a 2nd Grader and Kindergartner)!

mackillopconstruction.com • (707) 205-7260

Discover why Pickleball
is the Fastest-Growing
Sport in America!

Advance with Adam!
iptpa-certified instructor

Pickleball Coaching
for players of all levels

adammackinnon@gmail.com

707.696.7325
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• seventh grade ‘renaissance portraits’ •
“Love shows itself more in adversity than in prosperity; as light does,
which shines most where the place is darkest.”—Leonardo da Vinci

barber to the pope by velazquez

study for saint anne by leonardo da vinci

beatrice d’este by leonardo da vinci

virgin and child with saint anne by leonardo da vinci

michelangelo’s david

virgin of the rocks by leonardo da vinci

a country lass by velazquez

juana pacheco by velazquez

In the seventh grade year we study the Renaissance, a time when a remarkable awakening in thinking, in science, and in art took place. This
spring, the seventh grade classroom was turned into an art studio during the history main lesson block. Students each chose a portrait
by a master artist (Da Vinci, Velazquez, Michelangelo) and crafted, by carefully observing gradations of light and darkness, a rendition
of the masterpiece. As a result of their steadfast focus and attention to light and dark, striking portraits emerged. here is a sample…

Top (L-R): julianna sansone, jaxson lee, jaden olauson, violet kelp bottom (L-R): stella wardlaw, mira sugino, madeline felton, song held

