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Summerfield Is Going Solar

Inside this Issue:

an update on our plans for solar energy on campus
By Jefferson Buller, Board President
You might think it would be tough for me
to be ruminating about bright sunny days
with all the gloom and fog and rain we’ve
had over the last few weeks, but you’d
be surprised at how often I have found
myself thinking about them and smiling.
Wishful thinking and dreaming of warm
beaches? Nope. Early onset of seasonal
affective disorder? Not so. I’ve been
thinking about sunny days for an entirely
different reason. I’ve been envisioning
Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm
as a place that harnesses the power of
the sun to completely offset our power
consumption, with our own photovoltaic
solar array.
I thought it might be time to share a
little update with the community about
where we stand with our solar project.
The committee working on it met with the
Governance Council last week and shared
that our structural engineering firm has
determined the lower school roofs are all
structurally sound and can bear panels

once they have been re-roofed.
The hope is to have that
work begin early this
coming summer, and
then we will be
able to submit our
permits for panel
installation. You
can see from
the renderings
here that we will
have panels installed on our Lower School
Buildings, on our Art Tech building, and
on Sophia Hall to completely meet the
space needed for the solar array. Summer
of 2021 is likely when we will be able to
fully redeem our $348,000 grant from
the Energy Commission and complete the
installation and, in the fall of 2021 when
we return to school, the campus will be
solar powered!
In order to get there, however, we will
need your help. We have raised just over
half of the funds we need to reach our
solar campaign
goal of $150,000.
There are many
ways you can
support this
exciting project.
You can visit
www.summerfield
waldorf.org/giving
and donate!
(Continued on
Page Nine)
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Important Dates:
The Shepherds’ Play
Thursday, Dec 19, 6pm, Sophia Hall

Eleventh Annual
Alumni Event
Thursday, Dec 26, 3-6pm, Sophia Hall

Epiphany Bonfire
Monday, Jan 6, 5:30-7pm
[Rain or No-Burn Day cancels]

Walk through the Grades,
Campus Tour
Wednesday, Jan 15, 9am, Sophia Hall

Green Team’s
Solar Brunch Fundraiser
Sunday, Jan 26, 10am-12noon

Epiphany Bonfire
monday, january 6, 5:30–7pm
rain or non-burn day cancels

The Oberufer Shepherds’ Play
thursday, december 19, 6pm, sophia hall
In observance of this blessed season of the year, the Summerfield faculty cordially
invites you to enjoy the free annual community performance of The Oberufer Shepherds’
Play. This play originated on the island of Oberufer in Austria, where the inhabitants
performed it annually, preserving and passing it on from generation to generation as a
sacred treasure. Performances were traditionally given in country inns, and players as
well as spectators entered the establishment in a heartfelt Christmas mood. The play
alternates scenes of reverence and devotion with ones of coarse, rural humor. It presents
a picture of the Holy Child’s birth, but the images apply to all of humanity.
Students will be shown the play during the school day, but everyone is welcome to attend
the free evening performance. The play is a lot of fun and quite touching, and the content
is appropriate for all ages. Summerfield faculty and high school seniors have been
practicing this play for the past six weeks to present it to our community. The audience
will be able to enjoy guessing, as do the students, which teachers and students play which
characters in the cast.
please note: students will see the play during the school day on friday morning,
but everyone is welcome to attend thursday’s free evening performance.

The Night Before Christmas
On a cold, starry night long ago, the friendly beasts opened
their hearts so a Holy Child could be born in their stable and
find comfort on hay in a manger. Simple shepherds
brought gifts as the Angels sang. The Child of Love must
be born anew in the stable of the human heart every year.
You are welcome to join us on Christmas Eve, December 24, at 5pm on
Summerfield Waldorf School’s Farm, next to the Red Barn, to sing to the
animals. Adults may bring a candle to hold while we sing and listen to a
Christmas story.
We will be finished no later than 6pm, so young children can be in bed
early. For safety reasons, please keep your children with you at all times
during this event.
~ Don & Sieglinde Basmajian
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Epiphany is nearing! Bring your
Christmas trees to burn in an
awe-inspiring bonfire, partake in
eating baked potatoes and ThreeKings Cake, drink hot apple cider,
and spend time with friends.
Whoever finds the golden coin in
their slice of cake becomes a king
for the year!
Though the baked potatoes will
be provided, we ask for donated
potato toppings (green onions,
sour cream, butter, salsa, etc.)
and warm apple cider. We’re
also looking for bakers to bring
cake (spice cake is traditional,
but any cake will be appreciated).
We will provide the gold coins,
however we do need bakers in
order to have cake. Volunteers
are needed to help with clean-up.
Please email Michelle Bovard at
michelle@summerfieldwaldorf.
org with what you plan to bring
or if you can lend a hand.
Be sure to bring your own plates
and utensils, and please note: trees
will not be accepted into the blaze
after 6:30pm, so come early!

2020-2021 Financial
Assistance
The Financial Assistance process
for next school year starts in
December!
Learn more on our website:
www.summerfieldwaldorf.org/
admissions/financial-assistance.
Any questions, please contact
Audra in the Finance Office:
audra@summerfieldwaldorf.org.

Farm Classroom Finds
‘Room at the Inn’!
summerfield’s new teaching initiative starts in january

In the week of Thanksgiving Break, with
many helping hands, we began to move
the handwork program and all its fabrics
and yarns, looms and spinning wheels
to set up shop in the Art Tech Building.
The beautiful, well loved and well cared
for textiles room, located between the
eurythmy barn and the farm stand, right
on the edge of the Farm, will become
the home of Summerfield’s new Farm
Classroom.
Right before Thanksgiving the Farm
Classroom had received the ‘go ahead’
to open its doors in January. We had
been searching for a suitable place on
the Farm to start the program, and for
a while it seemed there was no room in
the inn. Then our handwork teacher, Ms.
Wilde, lifted the lantern and welcomed us
in. In addition to gratitude for the rain,
my Thanksgiving week was filled with
gratitude to Ms. Wilde for her generosity
of spirit and for the blessing of a space
where so much beauty has been created
and instilled in the students over the years.
This respect for hands-on work and beauty
will now infuse the work of the Farm
Classroom.
On the first Monday after Thanksgiving
when we returned to school, the first,
second and third grade students arrived
early evening to walk the Advent Spiral.
This beloved tradition is made possible
each year by parents and teachers who
come together on the weekend, creating
a beautiful spiral of evergreens, forming
a path that leads to a single candle in
the center. On that Monday night as the
harpist filled the room with gentle clear
tones, each class entered the room lit by
only one candle in the center of the spiral.
Witnessed by the families, each student
received a shiny apple, with a candle from
the teacher, to carry and light it at the
source of light in the center, and on the

advent candle by saskia pothof

By Saskia Pothof, Farm Classroom Teacher

way out to carefully place it on a golden
star on a tree stump. When the whole
class had reverently and silently walked
the spiral, the path and the room was now
lit by the many glowing lights, and our
hearts were lifted and filled with hope:
each child had been seen and recognized
on their journey. Three times that night,
I joined the families as they gathered in a
circle outside in the drizzle, and we sang
softly as the children, one by one, walked
down the ramp and found their way to
the arms of their families. As the third
grade families started on their way home,
carrying their lanterns, softly humming, it
felt like I had witnessed a new beginning,
each child reborn and welcomed into their
community anew. And, in a way, that
evening also marked the blessing and the
new beginning of the Farm Classroom.
This New Year, a small group of hardy
young Farm Classroom students and their
teacher are eager to take up their work
and make this space their home—a place
to start their days and return to after the
outside portion of the morning’s work is
done. In the next few weeks, the families
of the Farm Classroom students and I will
roll up our sleeves to clean and prepare the
space to welcome our seven students on
January 6 to start our work together.

Spring 2020 Circus Club
online registration now open!

Circus Waldissima is offering
another exciting line-up of afterschool Circus Club classes for
the spring semester, starting the
week of January 6!
Club participants will also
perform in the big Spring Circus
Show on March 21 & 22. Please
visit summerfieldwaldorf.org/
curriculum/circus-waldissima
to register online.
Questions? Please contact Lisa
Hensley, Circus Club Registrar,
at lisa@summerfieldwaldorf.org
or 707-575-7194, ext. 103.
~ Lisa Hensley, Circus Registrar

Alumni Basketball
Event a Success!
The Men’s Alumni Basketball
Game was great fun on a stormy
evening—exciting basketball
between past and present
Mustangs, and enthusiastic
reunions for both parents and
alumni. Thank you to Coach
Mike and Ginny Wooldridge for
making it happen!

Gratefully,
Saskia
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If I Were a Duck...
fourth graders delve into
‘the human being and the animal’ block
By Kibby MacKinnon, Fourth Grade Teacher
In Fourth Grade, over the past month,
we have been studying the Human Being
and Animal world. We learned about,
discussed, drew and painted the human
being, the octopus, the seal, the deer, the
whale, the snail, the mouse, the duck, the
horse, the eagle, and the lion.

photos by tracy saucier

One of the highlights of the block was
caring for 13 little ducklings in our
classroom for one week. Each day we fed
and watered them and cleaned out their
muck, and took them out for some fresh
air, rain or shine, like good little Waldorf
ducklings! I watched how carefully each
child carried out his fluffy yellow bird,
peeping away for its life, and joined the

tight circle of classmates outside to keep
the ducklings safe while they explored the
world. How wonderful to discover grass,
and mud, and even sticks, and shoelaces,
and finally a tub full of warm water where
the ducklings had their first swim! It was
a delight for us all. Now those cute but
fragrant babies are out on our Farm, where
they will soon join the two older ducks at
the little duck pond and be Farm ducks,
kept for eggs and for their all-around good
company!
Of course, most children love to hear about
animals and are enormously interested
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in them. Waldorf
teacher and author
Charles Kovacs
(1907-2001)
explained in his
book The Human
Being and the
Animal World that
the reason that we
bring this block
If I were a duck, I’d preen myself happily in the sun;
in Fourth Grade is
I’d dive for food like a hawk,
that the nine- and
and when I came up I’d still be dry.
ten-year-old now
iyla olsen
awakens to the
fact that animals are essentially different
in comparison to the human being, not
than humans, and have the realization
because the human being has a better
that the world of nature is distinct from
or more developed brain, but because
the world of the human being. This is one
the human has the difference of walking
of the shifts that occurs after the nineupright, which frees our hands to not
year-change. The young child still lives to
only serve our own needs, but to serve
some extent in the stage where the rational
others and the Earth. In this way we bring
and imaginative thought are not divided,
a rational, objective understanding of
but now the fourth grader’s faculty of
nature, but at the same time strengthen the
rational thought begins to branch away
social and moral element in the child.
from the imagination. They want some
As well as writing their own descriptions of
‘food’ for their intellectual capacity and
the animals for their Main Lesson Books,
want to hear stories of animals in the form
the children worked together in groups
of more objective
descriptions than in
If I were a deer, I’d prance gracefully,
the fairy tales and
and run with my friends all through the day.
fables of first and
ava roybal
second grades.
However, if we just
throw at them the
scientific world
of facts, theories
and statistics,
the picture of
the animal world
they would take
in would be very
materialistic
and lifeless. So,
we try to teach
the child to look
at the animal
chalkboard drawing by kibby mackinnon

to write a collaborative poem about the
animals we studied so far. Each child chose
the animal she wanted to write about, and
then followed the rules of the poem, where
every line started with:
“If I were a ________, I’d _________.”

If I were a mouse, I would run
around in my tunnels and trick
predators that tried to eat me!
riley brinkman

Rhyming was not expected, but enjoyed
by some, while others took a dreamier
approach.
These poems allowed the fourth graders
to express themselves in what Waldorf
teachers call ‘feeling-thinking’, which is
just where they are developmentally. It
also helps them start to develop a feeling
for the gesture of the animal which we
also worked on through through drawing
and painting. The children painted or
drew with Ms. Pothof each week—first the

octopus by liam gannon

octopus, and then
the whale, and
then horses—not
easy, especially
since the fourth
grader really longs
to have his/her
drawings look
just right.
We worked in Main Lesson drawings
using slant-lines with colored pencils, a
technique we have been learning this year
which requires a light touch and growing
the shape from the inside out.
Finally, I brought some animal idioms
that were commonly used in the past.
Many of the children were not familiar
with these sayings, which shows that our
shared experience of animals is much less
than our forebears, and that our everyday
speech is losing its poetry! Now I am
determined to use more idioms—they are
such fun and evoke such strong pictures!
You can probably think of many more, but
here are some we enjoyed:
Never look a gift
horse in the mouth
As strong as a horse
Hold your horses
Chomp at the bit
Straight from the
horse’s mouth

eagle by indie blue woods

If I were a wild horse, I’d gallop
to the field to graze on the grass,
and then trot over to drink
at the stream.
james di bartolo

horse by franny pool

If I were a snail, I’d happily make
my shell which would be my home,
and my foot would close
and become my door.
morgan texel

snail by fÄewyn whealdon

If I were a seal,
I’d swim gracefully
like the waves
down to the bottom of the sea
with my friend.
luiza lam

seal by joshua sarkis-mcveigh

If I were a whale,
I’d swim majestically
through the sea
And spyhop so quietly
nobody would see.
I’d smack my tail ferociously
to warn people not to come near.

He has an eagle eye
As quiet as a mouse
Get your ducks
in a row
Like water off
a duck’s back
Have a whale
of a time!

katy di bartolo teater
whale by fynn mcbratney
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Joy to the World
By Farmer Dan
Did everyone who attended our Summerfield Winter Faire get to
experience at least a little bit of extra joy this past weekend, maybe
decorating a gingerbread cookie with their child, or watching the
puppet play in the kindergarten, or meeting old friends they hadn’t
seen in ages, while enjoying the tasty meal made by our high school
seniors or perhaps while watching the latest performance of the
Summerfield Circus, or maybe even while simply savoring the cool
rain and wind visiting our faces?
The children were extra full of joy this past week when they visited
the Farm and got to hold one of our tiny new ducklings, carrying
all thirteen of them with gently cupped hands while marveling at
the size of their tiny webbed feet and funny little faces. And the
eighth graders shared some special warmth and joy when, for the
very last time, each of them quietly walked the Advent Spiral, with
their arms folded reverently across their hearts as they poignantly
reminisced over how quickly the years had passed since they were
kindergarteners taking the same little journey with their apples and
candles, round and round the spiral to the tunes of the harp, as the
Summerfield community held them close at holiday time. And then
graciously gathering up all the fragrant pine boughs and putting all
the candles and worn wooden stumps away as a gesture of service
for perhaps their very last time.
The Farm is quieter now as the welcome rains soak in the cover
crop seeds and the second graders rake up and pile the last of the
falling leaves in the farmyard to add to our swelling compost piles.
Our lovely old schoolyard oak has blessed us with a huge pile of oak
rounds for the husky seventh graders to split and stack in our huge
woodrack to dry for a year, furnishing future outdoor festivals with
bonfire wood as well as fuel for the brick oven for future Farm to
Feast bakings. Also, our substantially increased flock of laying hens
has now moved into high gear as they mature into pullets and, with
about another 125 laying hens on line, we have gone from around
one dozen eggs a day to six or seven dozen. So if anyone would
eighth grade pastel by lev gatmon-segal, 2012
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like fresh eggs, they are now more widely available again in the
farm produce stand cooler on a daily basis, and the produce stand
will be open for business over the school holidays every day from
dawn to dinnertime, except for Christmas and New Year’s Day. So
please come by if you’d like to purchase some fine holiday produce
and freshly-laid eggs. And, as my grandfather would remind his
grandchildren when gathering eggs, remember that “If freshly laid
eggs are broken by outside force, life ends. If broken by inside force,
life begins. Great things always begin from the inside.” The farm
stand also boasts the first of many batches of sour kraut. And will
have our first batch of Kim chi out before next week!
The Chinese scholar Xunzi years ago wrote about some people
who are taught with words that enter their ear and soon come out
of their mouths, affecting the four inches between the ear and the
mouth. For others, words enter the ear, cling to the mind, spread
through the four limbs, and manifest in that person’s actions. On
the Farm, as the students work, we strive for only simple words
that manifest in actions. The type of words that move students
into action and subsequently inspire. It makes me ponder that,
at some point, someone used powerful words that inspired such
young women as Greta Thunberg (who leads an environmental
movement), Joan of Arc (who led an army), Jane Austen (who
wrote her first work), Sojurner Truth (who escaped slavery),
Anne Frank (who kept her journal), and Malala (who won the
Nobel Peace Prize) all at a very young age. It also brings to mind a
95-year-old Holocaust surviver who, when meeting with a group of
young Black and Latino students in inner-city New York after they
had read Anne Frank’s diary and called the elderly woman their
hero, humbly responded that no, she was not a hero. She simply
said that she did what she had to do to survive the concentration
camps and would not chastise or belittle anyone, because for her
that was not the right thing to do. That is all, she said. We are all
ordinary people. But even ordinary people can, within their own
small ways, turn on a little light in a dark room. So she reminded
the students: you are the heroes. Anyone can be a hero every day.

The students in so many small ways are capable of turning on small
lights, and that is how so many Summerfield student’s faces have
been engraved in my heart over the years, through their gifts of
bringing light to others in so many meaningful and diverse ways.
Teaching can be very humbling. One of my colleagues recently
reported a conversation with one of her students where she said,
“I was teaching what I thought was the point to her, but she said it
really wasn’t the point to her.” Leonard Cohen in his song “Anthem”
echoes something like this in verse when he writes/sings: “Ring the
bells that still can ring, Forget your perfect offering, There is a crack
in everything, That is how the light gets in.” It is a very rewarding
life to work with colleagues who continue to strive, to jostle and
juggle with curriculums and temperaments and our own various
abilities and imperfections, and every age and ability of student,
and never give up but simply recalibrate and find a better way for
each situation and for each dear student, class after class, day after
day, and year after year. This is something to reflect upon as we
break for the holidays.
Waldorf education is fond of, indeed thrives on, stories, so here is
one I like to close with…
When he was forty, the renowned Bohemian novelist and short
story writer Franz Kafka (1883-1924), who never married and had
no children, was strolling through Stiglitz Park in Berlin, when he
chanced upon a young girl crying her eyes out because she had lost
her favorite doll. She and Kafka looked for the doll without success.
Kafka told her to meet him the next day and they would look again.
The next day, when they still had not found the doll, Kafka gave
the girl a letter “written” by the doll that said, “Please do not cry. I
have gone on a trip to see the world. I’m going to write you about
my adventures.” Thus began a story that continued until the end
of Kafka’s life. Whenever they would meet, Kafka read aloud his
carefully-composed letters of adventures and conversations about
the beloved doll, which the girl found enchanting. Finally, Kafka read
her a letter of the story that brought the doll back to Berlin, and he
then gave her a doll he had purchased. “This does not look at all like
my doll,” she said. Kafka handed her another letter that explained,
“My trips, they have changed me.” The girl hugged the new doll and
took it home with her. A year later Kafka died. Many years later, the
now grown-up girl found a letter tucked into an unnoticed crevice in
the doll. The tiny letter, signed by Kafka, said, “Everything you love is
likely to be lost but, in the end, love will return in a different way.”
[story taken from a writing blog called the butcher shop, and credited with
thanks to marina veronica and jim fagiolo]

Once again, it is holiday time. Warmest wishes to the entire
Summerfield community from the animals and farmers and
pastures of Summerfield Farm. And to you all,
As softly softly comes this night,
so with its darkness comes a light.
The world needs ease in all its parts.
Let simple softness touch our hearts.
		

Peace,
Farmer Dan

anonymous

Christmas Thoughts ...
heading into the holy nights
By Don Basmajian,
Seventh Grade Teacher
I was blessed to witness
the birth of my grandson,
Zakai Amir, in May of 2019.
Even though the birth
involved complications,
his spirit entered his little body and Zakai’s soft
skin was as smooth and fragrant as the petals of a
summer’s rose. My family could sense that the gates
of heaven opened and allowed us a glimpse into that
world. Zakai had just arrived from the land of spirit
where human souls are without physical bodies and
are free to live into other human souls and spirit
beings with profound trust. Perhaps this is why
children, in the first phase of life, live through their
caregivers and imitate them religiously.
Long ago, on the holiest night of the year, a star shone
over a stable where animals created a sacred space in
the humblest of abodes so a child could be born into
the physical world. This child is a picture of our Higher
Self whose birth we all long for. The wisest part of who I
am has not yet reached the person who I am every day.
The Holy Nights—between December 24 and January
6—are an image of the life-long trial or initiation into
pure consciousness we all must tread. The night-filled
rocky paths of life strengthen our ability to know the
true Self. We will not be given the gift of Epiphany
unless we prepare ourselves by reviewing our
everyday actions from the point of view of the other.
The Holy Nights are a time to look back on the past
year and to listen in silence to what calls out to you
from the future. Then I just might begin to grow more
aware of how I meet the other in each moment and
how vital we are for each other. It is an impossible
task; nevertheless, we will come to the point of
understanding that the earth and our fellow human
beings need our effort as much as we do.
In our modern world, life moves at a blinding speed.
The wizardry of technology dazzles us and social media
disconnects us from each other. Many of our fellow
human beings suffer and the earth cries out in pain as
striving for truth and caring for those who live in pain
because of their race, ethnicity, sexual preference or
economic status are becoming fading virtues.
Waldorf education is a gift from the world where our
true Self lives. It is essential that this educational
impulse become available to all!
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development news

By Caryn Stone & Sarah MacPhail

Update on our Annual Giving
Campaign
As I write this on deadline day for AGC, we are almost at 100%,
with pledges and donations still coming in. It is an incredible
feeling to watch as our community comes together to
support our school. As we come to the close of the campaign,
we have passed the $240,000 mark, and eagerly await news of
matches to donations made on #GivingTuesday via Facebook.
It’s an incredible accomplishment!
It is hard to express how important this campaign is. The funds we raise
are crucial to meeting our budget (expenses that include teacher salaries
and benefits, insurance, campus maintenance, financial aid), but AGC also
demonstrates much of what we hold dear about Summerfield Waldorf
School and Farm—the sense of community, volunteerism (we can’t do it
without our volunteer team of AGC Reps!), working hard and digging deep.
And, most of all, it happens because of an educational philosophy we all
believe in, a school our children love, that we come together to make it
happen. Your donations make a huge difference.
This year’s Grandparents’ Day was
a beautiful day! We welcomed
grandparents and special friends from
pre-school through high school and
fully enjoyed every minute of it. The assembly was a delight! Students and
teachers shared their gifts of song, poetry, music, eurythmy, German and
physiology, as well as their passion for the environment. The high school
and lower school both closed their contributions to the assembly with
beautiful and compelling choral pieces.
Thank you to our amazing team of volunteers for helping us organize
another beautiful day for our guests!

11th Annual Alumni Event: Thursday, Dec 26, 2019
Calling all alumni and alumni parents!
Please join us for the 11th Annual
Alumni Bash on December 26, 3-6pm,
in Sophia Hall. We look forward to
welcoming you for a casual celebration
of sharing memories, laughter and
reconnecting with old friends and
teachers. Guests will enjoy libations,
music, and nostalgic crafts! More event
details here: facebook.com/events/2559834227398183/
And please spread the word to classmates and friends. This event is open
to alumni 21+ years of age (no children, please) and everyone is welcome to
bring a guest.
We are also looking for volunteers to help with day-of-event set-up, checkin, general event help and cleanup. To volunteer for this fun event contact:
development@summerfieldwaldorf.org.
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$hop $avvy
Support Summerfield while you
shop! Questions? Ask Sarah at
sarahm@summerfieldwaldorf.org.
Oliver’s Community Card: There
are four Oliver’s Markets in the
greater Summerfield area for all
of your grocery
needs.
Simply sign up
for a Community
Card in either the Development
Office at school or at one of the
Oliver’s stores. At checkout, your
card will be swiped and 3% of your
purchase total will be given back
to Summerfield. It’s that easy!

Benefit Mobile
has over 150 retailers
to choose from, such as Airbnb,
Amazon, Dell, Gymboree, LL Bean,
Lowe’s, Old Navy, Overstock,
Pottery Barn, REI, Safeway,
Staples, Target, Home Depot,
Whole Foods, and Zappos
to name a few. And if you’re
making travel plans for the
holidays, consider purchasing
airline tickets (Delta, American
& Southwest) using Benefit.
Find the easy steps to sign-up at
benefit-mobile.com.
AmazonSmile
is a website with
exactly the same
products, prices, and shopping
features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that, when you shop
there instead, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price of eligible
products to Summerfield. To sign
up, go to smile.amazon.com.
Sports Basement
Become a
Basementeer Member
at Sports Basement! You’ll
receive 10% off your purchase,
and a portion will be donated to
Summerfield.

Almost a thousand of our 2020 Summerfield Waldorf Wall Calendars
have flown off the shelves in just the last three weeks, mostly to
Waldorf schools all over the U.S. and abroad… Have you gotten yours?

... Going Solar
(Continued from Page One)

It’s the Perfect Gift!
The best outreach and enrollment work in a Waldorf school is done by us,
the parent community. Do you have a friend or work colleague you could
introduce to Summerfield with the gift of our beautiful Wall Calendar?
This concise illustration of what is so
special about a Waldorf education
makes a perfect gift. These are the
‘pictures worth a thousand words’
to show to curious relatives, or to
explain our school to intrigued work
colleagues—a gorgeous calendar to
adorn the wall of any kitchen, home
office or workspace.
See samples and purchase
calendars as gifts from the office or
online at our website: summerfieldwaldorf.org/2020wallcalendar

A Parent Writes…
“… the Waldorf Wall Calendar has been a staple in my home for many,
many years even before my children had attended Summerfield. I was
gifted a Calender some years back and it hung over my child’s wooden
table, ushering the months in with beauty and light. I actually believe that
this very Calendar may have been one of the major magnetic pulls that
drew me to the school. A simple yet rich part of our routine is flipping the
pages monthly, and marking the seasons as the images always so perfectly
reflect the rhythms and cycles that we so heavily rely upon in this method
of teaching.

Also, our student Green Team will be
hosting a fundraiser on January
26th from 10am to 12pm in Sophia
Hall, and we’d love for you to attend.
You’ll be able to learn about a solar future
for SWSF and donate to the cause while
enjoying a healthy and delicious brunch
prepared and served by the middle and
high school Green Teams. You can take
this opportunity to ask questions with
the project team, and speak to some of
our students about how passionate they
are about this and how they feel this will
impact the school.
Tickets are $20 and can be purchased
in the main office or online at
summerfieldwaldorf.org/giving.
So, just picture it with me for a moment:
$30,000 a year in energy consumption
savings for the school, and the ability
to completely generate our own clean,
renewable power. I get warm just thinking
about it and I hope you do too.
Contribute now, and join us at the Solar
Brunch Fundraiser on January 26
to show your support.

I’m the first to use my iCalendar and would be lost without it, but there
simply is no replacement for a real Calendar. My daughter loves to mark
the days and wait for those special occasions—constantly checking as
her birthday comes close. We also love to recycle the Calendars and make
cards from the pictures to share with loved ones. Just like beeswax candles
and homemade crafts, where would we be without this gift that comes
from the talents of our own students and enhances our community?
So let’s support this beautiful creation and annual gift so lovingly crafted
for our school!”
~ Anonymous Second Grade Parent
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Community Events/Classes

Services Needed/Offered

The Christian Community

Wild Alaskan Sockeye Salmon

Holds monthly services in Santa Rosa services in the Eurythmy Barn
at Summerfield Waldorf School & Farm. Upcoming dates are January
10/11, February 14/15 and March 13/14. Regular timetable on those
dates is as follows: Friday afternoon: Gospel Study (at private home).
Friday night,: study or talk( in the barn), Saturday services: 9:15 am
children’s story and song (1st-6th grades), 10 am children’s service,
10:30 am The Act of Consecration of Man (service is for adults-childcare
available) followed by an optional potluck lunch afterwards.
For confirmation classes for children 7th grade and up or for baptisms,
contact Rev. Sanford Miller at (916) 548-4224 or sanfordmiller@
sbcglobal.net.
For further information or to be put on our email list, contact Elinor
Biller at 696-4731 or biller@sonic.net. All are welcome.
Parent Workshop
January 10th, 17th, 24th, and February 7th 7:00pm-9:00pm. There are
no manuals for the hardest job in the world. In this 4-week workshop
parents will learn proven skills, such as how to set limits, cope with their
child’s feelings, and engage their child’s cooperation. Parents have found
that these new-found skills work well with children of all ages. Sign up
at: radzatconsulting.com/courses

Give the gift of healthy food! Wild Alaskan Sockeye Salmon frozen filets
available wholesale by the case. Sourced from an ethical fishery, excellent
quality has been maintained from pristine waters to your freezer. These
fish are delicious! Contact alyssumskitchen@gmail.com.
Rental Available:
2 Bed, 1 Bath Condo in West Santa Rosa. 10 mins or less to school. With
your own new Washer and Dryer. Pool on site. $1,750. Call 707.293.0700.
Sturdy 4 wheel drive 1999 classic Toyota Truck for Sale:
1999 Toyota Tacoma 6- cylinder, extended cab truck for sale. White.
Meticulously maintained(all work done at Freeman Toyota) and
serviced. Written records available. In excellent condition in every
respect. Just replaced front steering rack, all shocks and struts,
rebalanced and aligned, new brakes. Has excellent Michelin heavy duty
tires, tool box, towing hitch, and runs flawlessly. Too many extras to
mention. $9,750. Farmer Dan 707-526-3917 or come see me on the farm.
Singing and Piano Instruction with Mary Beard
An experienced teacher, a Summerfield Waldorf School founding
parent and original creator of the school’s instrumental music
program. My studio is located in Santa Rosa. Please visit my website
marybeardmusicstudio.com or contact me at marymezzo@sonic.net or
707-546-8782.
Rick Concoff Violins
Quality string instruments for rent or sale at below-market prices. Rent
to own as well. Accessories available too! Call Rick at 707-477-9196 for
an appointment.
Sebastopol Strings Academy
Classes for Kids and Adults: Beginning Violin, Beginning Cello,
Intermediate Cello, Music Theory, Piano, Adult Cello Ensemble.
Maureen Caisse. 707-206-1566. sebastopolstringsacademy.com.
Instruments for Sale
Sierra ST1 O guitar with original soft case. Good for camping or
children. Original price $300 now $150.
KALA Tenor Ukulele ( KA-KFE-Sp/C) with original build in pick up.
With soft case. Original price $350 now $200.
Please contact skeydrit@aol.com or call 610-792-4910.
Full-Size Viola for Sale
We purchased this viola from Rick Concoff and it was played for 2.5
years. Measures 24.5 inches top to bottom. It’s in beautiful condition and
comes with a case (although the handle broke). Rick suggested selling
for $200 but will take $175 since case handle is broken. Contact Lisa
Hensley at 707-486-7859.

MacKillop Construction
Jim MacKillop offers complete
building & remodeling services
for Sonoma County homeowners.
Specializing in major remodels,
renovations, kitchens, baths
and decks, with over 30 years
experience. The MacKillops are a Summerfield family
(parents of a 2nd Grader and Kindergartner)!

mackillopconstruction.com • (707) 205-7260

The Mystery of the Madonna
What is the hidden truth about the Virgin?
Where did this idea come from?
What is her mission?
Saturday, January 4th , 2020 • 5pm
5pm to 6pm Singing and Eurythmy
Refreshments!
6:30pm Introduction to the Madonna Series
and a deeper look for our time.
7:00pm The Madonna Pictures
with Lyre Accompaniment

St. John’s Episcopal Church/
Fellowship Hall
40 5th St., Petaluma, CA 94952
(the Fellowship Hall is on the corner of 5th and B St.)
For more info, please contact Patricia Rose-Wagner at patriciarosewagner@gmail.com

Reminder...
Summerfield has modified our credit card policy
and we are no longer accepting credit cards, with
the exception of donations.
This change went into effect on December 1, 2019.

Advertise in the Messenger
Summerfield’s Messenger newsletter is published once a month
during the school year, and has a distribution list of 1,000 people!
If you are interested in advertising in the Messenger, please visit
our website at summerfieldwaldorf.org/newsletter, or email
messenger@summerfieldwaldorf.org for more information.
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