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fourteenth annual farm to feast event

Farm to Feast LIVE!
We look forward to being with you for
Farm to Feast LIVE! next Saturday,
May 30, at 5:30pm. Join us for this
special half-hour program filled with
entertainment, guest speakers, and
familiar faces from our community, as we
gather together to celebrate Summerfield
Waldorf School and Farm.
This virtual program is shared with you
in support of the Resiliency Fund, which
represents our philosophy of CommunitySupported Education. This fund will help
bolster emergency tuition assistance,
sustain school operations and support
our beloved faculty and staff. Donate at
summerfieldwaldorf.org/giving.
The Feastmakers and Vintners of Farm to
Feast invite you to order takeout (food +
wine) to enjoy during the program! Find
links at summerfieldwaldorf.org/caringfor-our-community. For those of you who
plan to create your own feast to enjoy
during the show, stop by our farm stand
to pick up ingredients. There is an array
of wonderful, fresh biodynamic produce
available!
We’ll be sending you a link for FREE
registration to Farm to Feast LIVE! later
this week. Whether you can make a gift
to the Resiliency Fund or just want to
join us in community, this virtual event is
for all of us. Let’s make a toast and enjoy
this memorable evening together!
With gratitude,
Caryn Stone, Development Director
Sarah MacPhail, Development Associate
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Letter from the Board President
Dear Summerfield
Community,
I hope you all continue to
be healthy and safe during
this incredibly trying time.
We find ourselves in a truly
unique new world together,
and the impacts of this
pandemic have deeply troubled all of us. Despite
that, I hope that you and your families have found
some small silver linings and occasional joy in your
togetherness and the new ways we have all had to
adapt.
In the school’s very first virtual Town Hall last
week, those of you who attended heard from the
Governance Council, members of the High School,
Lower School and Early Childhood core groups, our
Development Director, our Farmer, and myself. We
did our best to tell the story of where the school is
now, and talked about the incredible work that has
been done and continues to be done by our faculty
and staff who are so dedicated to the educational
sustenance of our students and their families, even
in this challenging environment.
We talked a bit about how the school is in a tight
spot financially, but shared the confidence of the
Finance Committee that, with the help of the PPP
funds we received and, more importantly, with the
continued commitment and support of all of us,
the school will be able to adroitly navigate these
troubled waters. We also touched on the concept
of our community-supported education model, and
how Summerfield’s tuition and donation income
not only goes to support the operation of the
school through faculty and staff salaries, but also
allows those in our community who don’t have the
capacity to pay full tuition access to this valuable
education.
We spoke about the work being done by our Task
Force and Governance Council to plan for the
variety of possible scenarios for a return to campus
and how we are carefully planning the details of
how to implement those various scenarios safely,
effectively, and with the well-being of our children
and the core values of our education at their center.
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That work continues, and we are committed to
keep you informed as the possibilities begin to
coalesce into likelihoods and, ultimately, into
decisions.
We talked about flexibility and resilience. We
shared with you that the school will remain as
flexible and responsive to changing circumstance
as possible, and we also asked that you, too, join
us in this flexibility, knowing and trusting that the
school will be responding with great care and deep
thought, while maintaining our core values as a
Waldorf school.
We also talked about the Resiliency Fund we are
beginning to build, and how we intend to use it
to bolster financial assistance funds for those
in our community who have been impacted by
the pandemic and, as always, we expressed our
commitment to working with EVERY family in need
to the best of our ability.
Each of us is having to actively adjust to life in a
myriad of individual ways every day, from things
as mundane as new ways of grocery shopping
and adapted personal hygiene to as complex as
completely different social interactions. Most of
us are working and learning remotely, and many
of us are struggling with closed businesses or
workplaces. The impacts we have experienced and
are experiencing are taking a toll on all of us, and I
know that many of us are worried about the future,
for our children and for our families.
I will repeat what I said in the Town Hall—I invite
all of us to take the opportunity to change our
mindset from being worried or anxious about
what’s happening and what’s to come, to being
excited about the challenges and obstacles we
have the opportunity to overcome together as a
community. This is a truly special place, and this
community is an exceptional group of people, and
I am confident we will be able to weather this…
together.
With love, respect, and hope for this amazing
community,
— Jefferson J. Buller, Board President

teacher news

Teacher Announcement
for the Rising First Grade
We are happy to
announce the hire of
our new First Grade
Class Teacher, Christie
Bentley!
Christie is very much
looking forward to her
work at Summerfield
with the First Grade in
the fall. Christie brings
enthusiasm for Waldorf
teaching and a love of
educating children. She
listens deeply, communicates well and meets the
children with sensitivity, compassion, and strength.
Christie graduated with honors in French from
Colgate University, having also studied abroad at
L’Univeristé de Bourgogne in Dijon. She worked for
NBC Universal and Google before enrolling at the
Bay Area Center for Waldorf Teacher Training.
Since then, Christie has been an assistant teacher
in Early Childhood and First Grade at the Marin
Waldorf School. She also taught Middle School
Handwork to sixth, seventh, and eighth graders at
Marin Waldorf School.
We came to know Christie when she completed a
practicum in Fifth Grade at Summerfield with Mrs.
Walker’s class. Christie took up the work with great
enthusiasm and knowledge of the curriculum. By
the second day in Class Five, she knew the names
of every student and quickly began to form strong
bonds with each individual. The students learned
and thrived under her keen eye—as will the new
First Graders.
We believe Christie is a wonderful fit for this First
Grade class because of her contagious enthusiasm,
her attention to detail and her passion for Waldorf
education.

2020 Athletes
of the Year
Four Summerfield high
schoolers were honored in the
Press Democrat’s Athletes of
the Year Annual Awards this
spring.
Although the ceremony itself
could not take place, we want
to offer our congratulations
and thanks to each of you for
your years of enthusiastic
participation in Mustang
Sports!

vivianne dean

mando ramos

~ Mike Carroll,
Athletics Director
• 2020 Female
Scholar Athlete of the Year:
Vivianne Dean (Grade 10)
miranda ronan

• 2020 Male
Scholar Athlete of the Year:
Mando Ramos (Grade 12)
• 2020 Female
Athlete of the Year:
Miranda Ronan (Grade 11)
• 2020 Male
Athlete of the Year:
Hudson Yoxall (Grade 12)

hudson yoxall

And, in Basketball, six of our
students took league honors:
• Ella Buller (Grade 11)
• Vivianne Dean (Grade 10)

ella buller

• Sophia McDermott (Grade 11)
• Mando Ramos (Grade 12)

Welcome to Summerfield, Christie!

• Miranda Ronan (Grade 11)

Sincerely, the Lower School Core Group:
David French, Andrea VanderPluym, Tricia Walker

• Hudson Yoxall (Grade 12)
sophia mcdermott
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Glimpses Into the Lower School
grade one: by jennifer sparks
Swan swam over the sea,
Swim swan swim
Swan swam back again,
Well swum swan!

First grade is swimming onward into spring! We begin our review this week with form
drawing, going back to where we began with the straight and the curved line.

swan nest by jennifer sparks

We have learned so much this year. All of our letters and numbers, knitting and writing, Spanish words, string games and flutes. We
have gone on adventures in eurythmy, harvested potatoes and met baby lambs in farming. We have dug deep to make new friendships
and to say good-bye to others. Most of all, we have learned how to be a class and how much we all need each other!

grade two: by amanda butterworth
Class Two and their families have continued to travel into strange and mystical terrain
with daily audio recordings of The King of Ireland’s Son. This epic tale has nourished us
in these times of uncertainty with its images of bravery, valor, and our protagonist’s sheer
determination amidst his own uncertain fate. We have based our Main Lesson book work
around this, practiced our ever-developing cursive, worked with beeswax, continued to
practice our flutes, and ventured out on observational walks—counting birds, bird calls,
things we heard, touched, smelled and saw. Many families took up May Faire with a fervor,
making flower crowns and some even dancing around their own May Poles! How delightful!
Some students have even found fun, creative places at home to do their work, such as
Walker Alecock’s ‘Main Lesson Fort’. Many of us have added to our curriculum with
fantastic art projects, and some days have called us to do something new, like watching
clouds, visiting a family of ducks, writing our own songs, baking cookies or mailing Ms.
Butterworth more colorful and creative birthday cards than she could have imagined!

grade three: by laura sternik
A few weeks ago I received some rather
inspired suggestions from Farmer Dan
for my Class Three which I turned into a
week’s worth of “main lesson” work for
them to do at home.
It instructed the children to go out into
their garden or park and observe one
realm of nature at a time, sketch what
they saw and describe their perceptions
in writing in a simple, home-made
journal.
To the right is just one example of the
delightful and poetic farm journal Willa
Mack in Class Three created.
It epitomizes the love for the world that
we in Waldorf education cherish and
nurture.
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Fifty-One Fry!
a fantastic fish story from the seventh/eighth grade green team
By Ronni Sands, for the Seventh/Eighth Grade Green Team
The Seventh/Eighth Grade Green Team were the keepers of the “Trout in the Classroom”
project earlier this year. They were able to help set up and monitor the tank, coming
into the Bio-lab before school at 7:55am to check tank temperature and keeping daily
temperature records. Once we got the tank to the ideal temperature, the eggs arrived.
The students were able to place these little pink balls, containing two eyes, into the tank
on February 26. They were also able to see the eggs hatch and develop. These creatures
go from the egg stage and then become an alevin, a newly hatched trout with a yolk sac
attached to its stomach. This sac sustains them until they become a small “fry”. This fry
stage happens when the yolk sac has run out of nutrition and the fry must now find their
own food.
Due to shelter-in-place, the students never got a chance to see the alevin become fry.
The alevin were already sheltering in place, but now I had to keep an eye on the tank
temperature and, as soon as that sac disappeared, it became my job to feed them a very
small pinch of food three times a week. Once the fry were all swimming up into the top
regions of the tank, it was time to release them.
Unfortunately, the students also did not get to take take part in this. But for every
challenge, there is a solution. Karl Joost and Angela Morgan were our ever-present
program sponsors. Without them, we would not have had the skills to even begin this
project. Karl had a great plan. He would meet me at school, we would always be 6 feet
apart, and we would put each of the students’ names on clear cups and release the fish with
the student’s name spoken out loud as we released each fish. I had also invited Ry, our High
School Math teacher, to join us with a video camera. And Angela Morgan wrote a poem that
she shared with us to recite as we made our journey to the creek right by our school.
It was a glorious spring day, and the trees were all hanging heavy with their new foliage.
The water was running clear and clean. The air tasted delicious. And it was so quiet!
The release was a very special ceremony, one that I will never forget. With each student
name called out, we had ‘distance fish release’. Ry took a video, and maybe some day we
can all watch the “live streaming”!
You may ask, “Why do we raise trout in the classroom?”

photos: karl joost

This activity helps the students learn about their local watershed, the value of aquatic
ecosystems, and ways that we can all help to protect these waterways for the entire web of
life. The tank itself was set up to reproduce the habitat in nature where these fish thrive.
It called for cold, clear, unpolluted and highly oxygenated water with lots of hiding places,
like gravel and larger rocks. When water tumbles over rocks and logs in the stream, the
water gets oxygenated naturally. In previous months, the Green Team had been to this very
same creek, picking up trash and enjoying the environment of the stream. And each time
they went, they went with so much enthusiaum and came back with so much trash! They
left the creek clean for their young “fry”. These young fry are now finding their way along
the Santa Rosa Creek or maybe even making their way to the Russian River.
Nature has order and wonder. I am thankful that the students got to participate in the start
of the frys’ journey. And I am thankful to Karl, Angela, and Ry for the support in keeping
this project alive, no matter what!
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Just a Morning in May on Summerfield Farm
By Farmer Dan
A student writes in her home farm “journal” from her recent
observations that “hawks give us power filled with sun and light—
they are filled with strong,” which rings very true as the glorious
red-tailed hawks on Summerfield Farm scour the newly-planted
fields for the emerging gophers. Another beautiful observation
that comes out of this same Summerfield third grade poet is: “My
heart flows like a deer runs.” One blessing of the corona virus is
that it doesn’t interfere with our yearnings to observe, appreciate
and give attention and witness to—and then enter into—the beauty
of spring’s emergence and unfolding. Every day that reminder
seeps into the farmer’s bones, like today while planting sunflower
starts; while watching Wendell and Cody, the farm dogs, chase and
frolic and wrestle in the farmyard; then later, while attending a
drive-by birthday party for a one-year-old in a parade of SWS and
community member’s cars adorned with spring flowers; and even
now, at this late night hour, with the windows open and the smell
of freshly-falling rain mixed with the perfume from spring roses
wafting in and lulling me towards sleep when I should be finishing
up this message.
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When we face our current situation together with our hearts
beating in a mix of confidence and uncertainty, it seems to help
to stir up the under-used magical power of our imaginations
and go to work on us (or it pulls us up by our boot straps, is
how my grandfather put it). It is what the students continue to
demonstrate as they metamorphosize from a subdued nature, to
their usual, more excited and animated nature that resurfaces
when they are inspired and guided by supportive parents, teachers
and caring adults. This is very encouraging and uplifting to be a
part of.

photos: farmer dan

A mixed group of
high school students
has been doing a
‘distance learning
course’ with me,
“Gardening/
Construction” and,
as we ‘Zoom’ along,
it is heartening to
see them use their
Waldorf-inspired initiative and imagination to take up projects on
their own and to run with them, with daily check-ins for guidance
and encouragement. There are students from each grade, NinthTwelfth and, for the most part, they are able to choose a project, or
projects, and forge ahead. One student works daily in a spectacular
garden with her mother, most recently setting out tomato plants
in their supportive cages. When it rained last week, she decided
to thoroughly clean the inside of their car, dusting and polishing,
which she found surprisingly gratifying, along with taking a walk
in the rain. Another took down a huge treehouse that the tree
had split as it grew, salvaged all the redwood beams and boards
in neat piles, and then reclaimed the usable hardware. The next
day, he built a beautiful raised bed box from the old wood with
a strong, taught, hardware cloth bottom to keep the gophers out
and, the following day, he replicated his design and built another
for his admiring neighbor. Finally, he loaded the box with soil and
amendments and was able to use some left-over potatoes from
our recent farm planting to fill out his new raised-bed garden box
for his family. Another took the initiative to build himself a maple
desk, secured it to the wall after several coats of varnish, and then

worked out a plan
to paint their house
for his parents.
Another re-fortified
the family treehouse
and experimented
with making a rope
ladder which found
her tumbling down
a hill… so, on to
plan B. Another
organized and constructed a compost pile for his mom while doing
research on securing and repairing some solar panels to install at
his father’s farm. Other projects included designing and installing
two automatic chicken doors, one for an already existing coop and
another for a “chicken palace” being constructed as a father-son
team. Perhaps the most ambitious undertaking was designing and
constructing scaffolding to support a huge trellis over a swimming
pool so that the existing trellis could be lifted, vines and all, and
the old supporting posts removed and replaced, and then set back
down on a new foundation.

As everything begins to bloom, are you all aware that World Bee
Day was celebrated throughout the world on May 20? A quote
attributed to Albert Einstein reminds us that “the human race
would only have four years
of life left” if bees were to
vanish, as it is estimated that
at least every third spoonful
of the world’s food depends
on pollination. While I do not
recommend that everyone
rush out to hug a bee, if you
are politically motivated, you
could use ten minutes of your
time to write a message to
the Bayer corporation or your
friendly Congress-person to
encourage them to support

banning the use of neonicotinoids which growing evidence points
to recent bee colony collapse. When Slovenia, the world’s most
bee-friendly country, banned their use and got most of Europe
to follow suit, they saw a 57% increase in bee hive numbers over
ten years, whereas pesticide use, decline in wildflower cultivation,
and climate change with higher-than-average temperatures that
disrupt the bees’ ability to regulate hive temperatures were some
of the multiple reasons for a 37% loss in beehive colonies in the
U.S. just last year. Bees are an important part of the glue that holds
our ecologies together. Again in Slovenia, during the coronavirus
lockdown, the government deemed beekeepers essential workers,
permitting them to freely tend to their hives as in that country
honey is often used in “apitherapy” (honeybee products) to treat
illnesses and chronic injuries. Put more simply, the initiators of
World Bee Day, the beekeepers spoke their message to the world
saying, “We just love our bees.”

a private showing
was allowed and
arranged, and I got
to see them at their
tiniest. Amazing
that their “home”
was simply being
snuggled under a
clump of tall grasses
and, since the paths
were hardly being
used, no one was really aware they were there (except of course for
our High School teacher, Bob Flagg, resident keeper of the campus
cats). So now “Coconut” is the newest addition to the farmyard’s
menagerie of animals, and Aspen is busy locating homes for the
rest of the little litter. Life goes on.

A life in the farmyard is an
interesting one even when the
excruciating absence of the
students, the children, is so
ever-present. Our inner eye can
be so cluttered that little things
escape us, and yet it reminds
me that even a small cup of
coffee can be called a “grande”.
Last week the farmer’s
daughter, Aspen, discovered a
secret. Five baby kittens had
been born in the tall grasses in
front of Sophia Hall. For a couple of hours she patiently tracked
the mama cat to find out where she had moved them after they
were born, where she “hid” them. Aspen begged her papa for
one, conviently setting aside the fact that she already had two full
grown cats. “We’ll see,” as every parent has said more than once in
their child-raising lives, was her dad’s reply. Eventually it turned
into, “When they are a little older, perhaps just one.” Fortunately,

A little parable in closing:
There was a very austere man deeply immersed on his spiritual
path who let no food or drink pass his lips while the sun was in the
heavens. In what seemed to be a sign of heavenly approval for his
austerities, a bright star shone on the top of a nearby mountain,
visible to everyone in broad daylight, though no one knew what
had brought the star there.
One day the man decided to climb the mountain. A little village girl
insisted on going with him. The day was warm and soon the two
were thirsty. He urged the child to drink but she said she would
not drink unless he drank too. The poor man was in a quandary. He
hated to break his fast; but he hated to see the child suffer from
thirst. Finally, he drank. And the child with him.
For a long time he dared not look up to the sky, for he feared the
star had gone. So imagine his surprise when, on looking up after a
while, he saw two stars shining brightly above the mountain.
		

— anthony de mello

Hope everyone is well and planting their gardens, even if it’s just a
window box. Hope to see you all soon!
Warmly,
Farmer Dan for Summerfield Farm

Farm Stand Is Open...
... even though school is otherwise closed.
We are just starting to see the first of our summer vegetables
in the farm stand. A few lucky families got to buy the first
cucumbers that were harvested out of our greenhouse. The
tomatoes are already setting fruit. I bet we’ll see some ripe red
tomatoes during the first week of June. We should have our
first bunches of beets and carrots before the end of the month
along with some zucchini. We are harvesting the last of the
fava beans—they were such a treat this year!
We still have lots of plant starts for your home gardens:
tomatoes, broccoli, kale, collards, lettuce, basil, onions, leeks and potatoes! We are harvesting every morning, and the best
time to come is late morning Monday through Friday to get first pick of fresh veggies and eggs! Our herb garden is also
getting a renovation and will soon contain a few planters with herbs for tea! ~ Farmer Dana

Thoughts from the Student Council...
Student Council is a group of students who (under normal circumstances) meet weekly to discuss issues within the student body and
bring them to the attention of the teachers, discuss issues within individual classes and brainstorm solutions, and even plan events.
During these past few months, some of us have continued to meet to discuss how we feel about the situation of online learning, about
what is going well, and about what could be improved. We realized, after a while, that we all are quite happy with the distance learning
we have been getting in the high school, and we want to share our experiences with the wider community at Summerfield and give
thanks to the teachers for all of their support and hard work.
~ Colin Williams, Twelfth Grader, on behalf of the Student Council

HOLLY SPARKS Ninth Grade
These times are strange for everyone. Every single
person has had to make adjustments to their life.
For us students at Summerfield Waldorf School,
this means changing the way we “go” to school. I
have heard from students at a few other schools
that this change to online school was barely a
transition, as the only part of school that’s really changed for them
is the social aspect of getting to see each other. Almost everything
else was already online, with them turning in assignments, talking to
teachers, and sometimes even watching their classes on a computer.
This was not the case at Summerfield. The teachers made a point of
having real-life conversations with us to create genuine connections.
Especially in the freshman year, computers were not a prevalent part
of the curriculum. So, this has been a drastic change for us!
I was amazed that, in only the two weeks of spring break, the teachers
created an entirely new schedule and way of learning for the high school,
where we could still learn and connect with our teachers. They strive to
limit the amount of time we need to spend on a computer and on Zoom,
talking to each other only when necessary, but we still have enough time
to quickly talk and connect to each other before the class begins.
For me, this time has created a considerable upside as well. This
system of online school allows the students to have a bit more freedom
in their schedules. I am still working a few days each week, taking care
of the horses at my barn, and this means that I have to miss some of
the school day. All of my teachers have been supportive, some even
allowing me to turn in assignments late. All of our assignments are
posted on Google Classroom, nearly eliminating confusion on what is
due and when.
Of course, I hope that we can all return to school this fall. However,
I know that, despite the circumstances, I am still getting the Waldorf
education that is the reason we are all at this school, sailing together in
the same boat—even if we are far from each other.

mina gortinsky Ninth Grade
Although during this time there have been a lot of
bad things to think about, I know I have been trying
to focus on the small good things that are coming
out of this situation. I think I have been able to
adapt well to this situation and take steps forward.
Given the odd times we have found ourselves in,
I think that everyone has been trying their best to accommodate the
need of education during this time. Although learning has been very
different at a distance, I still feel that my knowledge has grown through
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the different ways we have been able to carry out classes. I have enjoyed
being able to use my time in a responsible way while also having some
rhythm in my schedule with zoom calls. I feel that I have been able to
learn both on and off Zoom and use my everyday around-the-house
materials to enhance my experience. I enjoy being able to still take
other classes with students not from my grade, and I have been able to
find time to do more activities that I enjoy. For me, learning on Zoom
gives opportunities to just focus on the teacher and be less distracted
than when in a classroom. I am in the handwork elective and have
been amazed at how we can still communicate and help each other on
such physical projects. Simple activities like taking a walk, that would
usually never have been a part of my day, seem to have crept their
way into my regular activities. I have realized how important having
a supportive class and community is and how helpful that has been. I
encourage others to find the silver linings, as it has helped me move
forward and appreciate more.

zoey sugino Tenth Grade
I think many of us are familiar with the feeling that
Summerfield is our second home. We know the
classrooms like they’re our bedrooms, and Sophia
Hall is like the family room of the school. Every
path, paved or not paved, is like a walk down the
stairs to our kitchens. We could navigate them in
the dark without light.
This is why it feels strange to me to not be going physically to school.
I miss seeing the third grade playing by the oak tree and hearing
their laughter during lunch. I miss the waves and smiles I get from
some of the eighth graders as they walk by the high school on their
way to practical arts. I even miss the sound of busy chatter and chaos
that usually lasts for the first five minutes (or longer) of class. When
schools across the state were closed, I was in shock. The circumstances
had sadly cut short the stay of my exchange partner and postponed
any chances of my time staying with her in Japan this summer.
During the first week of staying home, I hunkered down, sulking
and preparing for long months of social isolation (I am a bit of a
pessimist). By the end of spring break, classes in the high school had
begun on Zoom. Due to my personality, I grumbled and complained
about having to start school, saying, “It’s literally impossible to have
school online.” Could I have been more wrong about this? No.
Because of the hands-on experience Waldorf education gives students,
it is challenging to have online classes.Yet, being open and adaptive to
the situation, the school postponed courses like chemistry, and we are
able to take classes that are a little less kitchen-threatening, modified
to suit the current situation.

History Through Poetry was the first online class, and I have to say I
am surprised at how well it turned out. Not only were we able to have
good class discussions, but the material did not seem lacking in any
way. There was also a lot less side chatter, but I have to give credit to
the ‘mute all’ function on Zoom. All the teachers have been extremely
supportive and open to anything we have to say, whether it’s about the
class or our time on Zoom.
While being at home, I have come to understand that this isolation,
so to speak, has not pushed us further away from those we love but
given us a chance to be grateful to each other. So thank you to all the
parents, families, students, faculty and teachers for keeping the spirit of
Summerfield alive.

petal held Eleventh Grade
My experience of at-home learning is extremely
mixed. The hardest part for me is being away from
my friends. During a “normal” school week, I would
see my class during the school day, of course, but
during the week there would usually be times out of
school where we would hang out as well. They are
my second family, and every one of them means so much to me. For this
reason, staying in isolation from them gets harder every day.
However, for me, there are positives in this situation as well. I have
more time every day to spend with my family, particularly my rascally
little brother. I am able to set a good daily routine for myself, allowing
plenty of time during a school day to fit in other things that are
meaningful to me: working out, spending time outside, doing art, and
sometimes baking treats. I now have time to relax when I need to and,
at other times, fill in with other activities.
I really appreciate all that our teachers are doing in order to help our
education to flow as easily as possible (considering the circumstances).
Speaking from experience, in all the classes I have, the teachers are
always open to emails and phone calls to clarify anything I don’t
understand. Every challenge they are faced with, they persevere
through, whether it is a problem with technology or making sure all
the students can access each class, they are working tirelessly. As
I previously wrote, the teachers are constantly there for questions
we might have, as well as actually reaching out to make sure that
everything is going as well as it can be, making sure that we are doing
well inwardly, as well.
This is a strange time for everyone. However, I am so grateful that I
still get to have the contact with classmates and teachers that I do. I
appreciate so very much the wonderful community that I am a part
of, and I am confident that, by doing what we can, we can continue to
have an enriching experience until we are all able to be together again.
So I send much love to my friends and to my community!

caroline langley Twelfth Grade
During this current situation of the global
pandemic, everything has been so uncertain. It is
hard to find the structure and rhythm our daily
lives usually contain. With this being said, I am so
grateful that I have still had the routine of having
classes. Being able to have something that I am
held to doing each day has helped me to find motivation to do work

even outside of schoolwork and to be productive. Of course we are
doing a lot of independent learning, but the teachers are still there
supporting us and are often even excited about what we are working
on or excited to bring us the material for the class, even if it is in a
different way than they are used to. This not only makes it easy to
keep on track but, seeing classmates and teachers every day even if
virtually, keeps everyone connected. Maintaining the strong sense of
community that the school usually provides has been super important,
especially right now.
It is not hard to tell that the Summerfield teachers are working very
hard to figure out how to best reconfigure everything that would
usually be going on at this time of the year. Being a senior, it is, of
course, hard to think about everything that we are missing, but it helps
to know that the teachers are bringing us everything we should be
learning and helping us to finish the year in meaningful ways!

colin williams Twelfth Grade
Going to school at Summerfield, seeing my friends
every day and interacting with them without the
barrier of a screen has been torn away from me. It
has been slowly dawning on me that, as a senior,
I will never get to have these experiences again,
and this is a hard reality for me to face. This time
has been challenging, but it has also brought me new opportunities in
terms of my education and helped me develop some skills that I think
will be beneficial as I transition from the world of high school to college.
The distance learning has given me much more flexibility in my
schedule and has really given me the opportunity to practice managing
my time well, something that I know will help me in college. Since
much of our class work is done off screen and independently, the
whole curriculum has felt a bit more like a college setting and has
given me the opportunity to take my education into my own hands a
bit more. For me, this has been really beneficial.
Despite that lack of physical interaction, I have really enjoyed the
distance learning classes I have had. I feel the quality of the education
I have been getting is still the same as it would be if I was physically
in the classroom, and I feel that I have still been very engaged (if not
more engaged) in learning. I am also very grateful that our classes
start at 9am, instead of 8am. Getting to sleep in has truly been a
godsend and has made me feel so much more awake and present in
my classes. Feeling more rested has made me enjoy school more and
has made it easier for me to learn.
One of the classes that I have enjoyed most was Maker Space. During
this time, I was able to design and build a temperature-controlled
enclosure for one of my 3D printers, allowing me to move it out of my
room and into my garage. This is something I have been wanting to
do for years, and I’m really glad I finally got an opportunity to make it
a reality. Using my 3D printers, I have also been printing many PPE
parts to donate to hospitals, and building a printer enclosure helped
streamline the process.
Although it is not easy to end my time at Summerfield in these very
unpredictable times, I am very grateful to all of the teachers who have
worked so hard to continue to provide an amazing education for me and
all of my peers. Thank you for all of your support during this crazy time.
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Celebrate Senior Week!

june 1-7, 2020

This year, the entire week of June 1-7 will be devoted to special events honoring the Senior Class. It begins
on Monday, where the tradition of the faculty hosting a “Senior Tea” for the class will move to Zoom
format (open just to the twelfth grade students and their families).
On Tuesday and Wednesday, the students would like to present their Senior Project work to the community
in a new format. They have interviewed each other in small groups, and recorded these conversations
as podcasts. Three of these podcasts will be presented on Tuesday, June 2, at 6pm, and three more on
Wednesday, June 3, at 6pm (see facing page). The Twelfth Grade Play, “Our Town”, has been recorded as a
“tele-play”, and will be available on Thursday, June 4 at 6pm, and Friday, June 5 at 6pm (see below).
We hope that you will set aside time on these evenings to bear witness to the work of the Senior class. The
students have prepared a website which includes photographs from their projects, some project papers,
self-portraits, and the podcasts. A link for the website will be sent via school community email on Friday,
May 29. If you would like to “attend” these events, but do not receive this link, please contact Amelia at
amelia@summerfieldwaldorf.org.
And what of Graduation itself... ? The Seniors will graduate on Sunday, June 7—but due to Covid-19, we are
sadly unable to have a conventional community-wide graduation. Molly Sierra and Bob Flagg, the class
advisors, have worked within the Shelter-In-Place restrictions to recreate the gesture of important twelfth
grade traditions in our community. Seniors will be honored by faculty and their families, with surprises
inspired by these traditions, on Graduation Day. Instead of attending a graduation ceremony on campus,
we suggest that you send your wishes to the seniors via email or old-fashioned, handwritten letters!
~ Beth Weisburn, for the High School Faculty

Twelfth Grade Tele-Play

‘Our Town’
by thornton wilder
For their final dramatic performance, the senior class is creating a
teleplay of Thornton Wilder’s ‘Our Town’ in the style of an oldfashioned radio drama.
“I’m celebrating because I’ve got a friend who tells me
all the things that ought to be told me.”

— george gibbs, ‘our town’
“We all know that something is eternal. And it ain’t
houses and it ain’t names, and it ain’t earth, and it ain’t
even the stars . . . everybody knows in their bones that
something is eternal, and that something has to do
with human beings.”

— the stage manager, ‘our town’
The performance will be streamed on Thursday, June 4, and
Friday, June 5 at 6pm. Please note: the link for listening to the
tele-play will be sent out by community email on Friday, May 29.
— Leila Allen, High School Drama Teacher
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thursday, june 4, at 6pm
friday, june 5, at 6pm
approximate running time: 120 minutes
appropriate for all ages

Senior Project Podcasts
Please see details below for the line-up of our two evening Podcasts where students will describe their Senior Projects in pairs and trios.
Look out for the link to hear these performances, which will be sent out via email to the school community on Friday, May 29.
The graphite portraits of the seniors included below were drawn by Phil Ku for his Senior Project. And the image of Phil is his own selfportrait painted with oils.

on tuesday, june 2 at 6pm:
It’s All Original
In this episode, you will hear from Hudson Yoxall, Colin Williams, and Yifang
Zhang about their processes of searching for originality.

Film & Fine Arts Fest
This episode is all about different artistic industries. Jazmin Piva and Ash
Aldridge speak on everything from the extensive planning that goes into a short
film to the essentials of designing a suitable tattoo.

Social & Ecological Issues
In this episode, you will hear from Eva Silberstein, Kai Hensley, and Gavin
Sellors about three different world issues.

on wednesday, June 3 at 6pm:
The Gear Heads
This episode will explore the stories of Reed Hays, Pete Bannister, and Mando
Ramos and their car projects.

The Process of Creativity
In this episode, you will hear from Caroline Langley, Aidan Kelly, and Luna
Arteaga-Laak about the ways in which different forms of creativity are
manifested.

Art with Intention
In this episode, you will hear from Ella Rademeyer, Mimi Hollinger and Phil Ku
about how they each created visual art with completely different intentions and
what they each achieved.
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As the Senior Class of 2020 approaches the moment of graduation in these strange and challenging times, we wanted to give
pause and thought to the journey they are about to complete.
Their final few months at Summerfield have not ended in the way anyone imagined at the start of the year, but their journey
is nonetheless memorable and worthy of celebration.
Here are words written by High School teacher America Worden for last year’s graduation ceremony that capture a sense of
what the seniors have experienced over their years at Summerfield and what they bring forth into the world…

Words for Our Seniors on Graduation
By America Worden, High School Botany Teacher
Since kindergarten, when your small hands
learned to bake dragon bread for courage,
and your bursting imaginations were
focused by the prisms of fairy tales, you
have been learning to meet this moment.
You have been learning the world-making
power of stories. And from the stories, you
have been gathering lessons like shining
stones for your pockets, reminding you,
re-placing you, showing you the way back
home.
You know that words, like the weeds you
pulled from the farm, have unexpected
roots and healing properties. You know that
ordinary people and things can transform
into extraordinary people and things, and
that you make assumptions about their
ordinariness at your peril. You know that
life-saving blessings come from being kind
to strangers and small creatures, and even
wounded monsters. You know that hope
is an irrepressible force that sings up from
inside you at moments when you least
expect it and that it does not in any way
depend on riches or comfort or guarantees
that everything will be fine. You know that
you never accomplish anything alone,
that you need friends and guides, whether
they be sisters or small breezes, witches
or fairies, ancient trees or little children,
angels, ancestors, dreams. You know that,
in the face of these alliances, giants are
vulnerable, and enchantments that have
everyone sleeping can be broken.
You know the power of imagination, that
faculty that the alchemists called the
star in man. You know that imagining
something begins its process of becoming
real. Your imaginations have been trained
to cross-pollinate, to translate, to juxtapose
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disciplines. They can track light as it flares
forth from multiple origin stories, cascading
from the sun through leaves to split water,
to bloom as a flower that inspired poems
you learned by heart, and eventually store
itself in a seed that could live buried for
thousands of years—or be sprinkled on your
breakfast cereal and transformed into your
attention to these words.
Your imaginations are connected to bodies
and hands that were taught to write with
beeswax and feathers and fountain pens
that leaked blue ink all over them. Your
hands know how to hold a paintbrush,
to catch balls and aim javelins, to weave
baskets and scarves, to knit and sew, to
forge metal, to throw pots and sculpt clay,
to focus microscopes and cameras, to light
fires, to plot graphs, to plant seeds and
prepare food, to make medicine, to bind
books, to play music—to create, in short,
whatever you can imagine.
You have rarely been given the answers.
Instead, you have been taught to make
careful observations — with your eyes
and ears and hands, and also with your
hearts. You have been taught to linger in
what you don’t know, to stay present in
your questions. This is uncomfortable. It
is frustrating. It requires effort, practice
and trust. What happens next is totally
mysterious: insight sparks across the
distance between your observations,
connecting them to each other, alive in
you. Insight means ‘understanding from
within’. It makes possible truly new ideas,
relationships, and ways of approaching the
uncertain.

fifth grade play: the iliad

seventh grade puppet-making for african folk tales play

eighth grade play: romeo and juliet

tenth grade: working on the farm

tenth grade: math class

Accepted College List
for Class of 2020
By Caitlin Johnson, High School Counselor
As our seniors near the end of their time here at
Summerfield, they have been working hard to prepare
for their next adventure! Some students have chosen
to take a gap year to travel or work, while others are
off to college.
Below is the impressive list of colleges where our
seniors have been accepted this year. Please join us
in congratulating our entire Senior Class on their
achievements!
Art Center of Design

Sonoma State University

Bard College Berlin

St. Lawrence University

Cal Poly Pomona (2)

State University of New
York at Purchase

Cal Poly San Luis
Obispo (2)
California College of the
Arts
Chico State University
Colorado State University

University of Colorado
Denver

Humboldt State University

University of Glasgow

Lesley University

University of Idaho

Lewis and Clark
College (3)

University of Miami

Oberlin College
Otis College of Art and
Design
San Diego State University
San Francisco Art Institute
Santa Clara University
Seattle University

with angie brown

Art teacher Angie Brown is currently teaching an elective class to
mixed-grade high schoolers called ‘New and Future Visions’.
She explains the task as set to the students, “In light of the new
circumstances we all find ourselves in right now, we have an
opportunity to compare our current experience to the way things
used to be and to think forward into imagining the future we
want to be in. We can all relate to missing our friends and favorite
outings (such as Farranika’s evening trips to the beach with
friends). With art-making we can reflect on the parts of our lives
that we love, and perhaps miss, and look forward to in the future.”
Below are a couple of pieces from the class so far, from Ella
Buller in Eleventh Grade and Farranika Barnum in Tenth Grade.

University of California
Davis

University of Dalhousie

Northern Arizona
University (3)

now and future visions

University of British
Columbia

CSU Long beach

Loyola Marymount
University

from the high school:

“this is a small painting that i did of my bedroom now. it is very colorful
and cluttered and i was trying to show how messy it is compared to how it
was a few months ago while i was not in quarantine and living in my space
constantly.”

— ella buller (eleventh grade)

University of Montana
University of Portland
University of Puget Sound
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
Whitman College
Waitlisted at Emory
University and University of
California Santa Cruz
& our wonderful
Santa Rosa Junior College!

“the ocean has always been a place where i feel alive and at peace, a place

where i go to clear my head or splash in the waves. at night, everything is
calm and quiet, the light of the stars and perhaps the moon lighting up the
foamy waters, creating a soft white glow. i did this painting on a shell
i found some years ago in white, blue and black acrylic paints.”

— farranika barnum (tenth grade)
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The Messenger Marketplace
Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, any of the individual initiatives or services advertised in this classified
section. Advertisements are screened for appropriateness and made available to community members to use at their own discretion

Community Events/Classes/Camps

Services Needed/Offered

The Christian Community

Bunkbed Available for Free!

Holds monthly services in Santa Rosa services in the Eurythmy Barn
at Summerfield. Upcoming dates: June 12/13 (highly provisional given
current circumstances). All are welcome. For further information or to be
put on our email list, contact Elinor Biller at 696-4731 or biller@sonic.net.

Housing Needed/Offered
Sebastopol Studio for Rent
Short walk to Ragle Park. Fully furnished with full bath and kitchenette.
Outdoor living area, garden beds, off street parking. No pets, no
smoking. Monthly lease. $1300/month includes water, electric and
trash. Reply to WildPlumFarm@icloud.com.
5th Grade Teacher Looking for House
Tricia Walker, Fifth Grade teacher at Summerfield is looking for a house
to rent or buy. Needed by July 1. Looking for 2 or 3 bedrooms and 2 bath
near Summerfield and/or near the bike path. She likes to ride her bike to
school. She and her family love to garden and would enjoy a private back
yard. Please call her at 707-236-2116 if you know of any leads. Thank you.
New Summerfield Family in Search of Housing
Our family is relocating to Sebastopol area this summer from SF (children
currently at Waldorf here) so our children can attend Summerfield and
so we can live closer to nature. We’re looking to rent for the first year
and wonder if anyone in the community is aware of homes coming on
the rental market in the next couple of months. We’re looking for a 3BR
home with some outdoor space and prefer walking or biking distance of
Sebastopol, although if the right place presented itself and was a short
drive to “downtown”, we would be very interested in that as well! Please
contact Michele McArdle at (415) 601-4310 with any leads!
Waldorf Family Relocating from Marin to attend
Summerfield - In Search of Housing
We are overjoyed to be joining the Summerfield community. We are a
family of four, with two daughters (incoming 6th and 2nd graders), and
2 cats. Ideally, we would be hoping to rent a 3 bed 2 bath home for July
1st or sooner. It would be wonderful if any in the community could help
spread the word. Thanks for your assistance. Your hopeful neighbors,
Michael and Cindy Gillette. 415-302-0451. m@michaelgillette.com.

Solid wood white twin mattress bunkbed with stairs
(+ hidden drawers), extra side drawers & bookcase,
Originally from Hoot Judkins Furniture in South Bay,
retail over $2500, FREE to a Messenger reader, if you
dismantle & move it after shelter-in-place is over. As
is, gently-used for 1 year by non-smoking family with
one child & cats. We’ll give it a good wipe-down & cleaning; collect from
2nd floor Santa Rosa apartment building with stairs. Dismantles into 3
pieces, was originally moved by 2 strong people with a pick-up truck. It
can be done! Call or text if interested, 1st-come 1st-served: 510.672.0008.
Waldorf-inspired Summer Nanny for Hire!
My name is Maria Sipos. I aim to cultivate gentle, rythmic days
emphasizing play, nature and empathy. Five years of caregiving and
nanny experience. Drive Prius. Non-smoker. Contact me for more info:
E-mail: siposmaria89@yahoo.com. Phone: (206) 954-4422.
Fresh Fish Available for Home Delivery!
Hook 2 table Fishco is one of the only commercial fisherman-owned
purveyors of sustainably sourced seafood from the California coast. Brother
of Roots & Shoots Asst. Teacher Ms. Katie. Now offering home delivery:
order at hook2tablefish.com.
Singing and Piano Instruction with Mary Beard
An experienced teacher, a Summerfield Waldorf School founding parent
and original creator of the school’s instrumental music program. My studio
is located in Santa Rosa. Please visit my website marybeardmusicstudio.
com or contact me at marymezzo@sonic.net or 707-546-8782.
Rick Concoff Violins
Quality string instruments for rent or sale at below-market prices. Rent
to own as well. Accessories available too! Call Rick at 707-477-9196.
Sebastopol Strings Academy
Classes for Kids and Adults: Beginning Violin, Beginning Cello,
Intermediate Cello, Music Theory, Piano, Adult Cello Ensemble.
Maureen Caisse. 707-206-1566. sebastopolstringsacademy.com.
Seeking Small Camper
We are looking for a small camper to borrow or buy, to use as an extra
room, to be parked in front of our home and not be moved. We are hoping
for a tear-drop style about 10 feet long. Please contact Skeydrit Bähr: Call
610.792.4910 or email Skeydrit@summerfieldwaldorf.org.

YOUR WEST COUNTY REALTOR ®
MY
On every closed transaction, I will make a
PLEDGE: charitable donation to SWSF.
• Estates, Unique Properties
• Acreage, Farms, Ranches
• Relocation, 1st time buyers

TIMOTHY HEDGES
timothy@vanguardsonoma.com
707.696.7325 | DRE #01368460
TheHedgesGroup.com

PROUD WALDORF
PARENT & DEVOTED
VOLUNTEER

Sonoma County’s #1

Solar Company
Install and Repair
CA Lic. #963158

(707) 664-6450 · www.westcoastsolarenergy.com
2975 Dutton Ave, Ste B, Santa Rosa, CA 95407

MacKillop Construction
Jim MacKillop offers complete
building & remodeling services
for Sonoma County homeowners.
Specializing in major remodels,
renovations, kitchens, baths
and decks, with over 30 years
experience. The MacKillops are a Summerfield family
(parents of a 2nd Grader and Kindergartner)!

mackillopconstruction.com • (707) 205-7260

Advertise in the Messenger
Summerfield’s Messenger newsletter is published once a month
during the school year, and has a distribution list of 1,000 people!
If you are interested in advertising in the Messenger, please visit
our website at summerfieldwaldorf.org/newsletter, or email
messenger@summerfieldwaldorf.org for more information.

Messenger
655 Willowside Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
Editor/Designer:
Adam MacKinnon

visit us online at

www.summerfieldwaldorf.org

• peach blossom tree calligraphy by the sixth grade •
The peach blossom tree calligraphy was brought to the sixth grade earlier in the year by Mr.Fu, a practicum teacher from Oregon,
who also taught the sixth grade Business Block. Mr. Fu is a master Chinese calligrapher
and told the students a popular Chinese story, “Peach Blossom Stream,” about a self-sufficient economy.

Top (L-R): Ani Colacchio, Reina Yates, Laszlo Gortinsky bottom (L-R): Stella Enochian, Rylie Mrazik, Antonia Campanelli

