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looking for the perfect holiday gift?

The 2020 Waldorf Wall Calendar
showcasing summerfield students’ artwork to the world
Once again we are publishing the school’s fine-arts
wall calendar. For the past five years, our calendar
has been so enthusiastically received, both within
our own Summerfield community and by over 50
Waldorf schools nationwide and internationally,
that we are again offering it this year!
The 15-month calendar covers January 2020–
March 2021, and every grade from kindergarten
through twelfth is represented by a featured
monthly image, with additional artwork from no
less than eighty Summerfield students highlighted
through insets in the monthly grids and capsule
pictures that illustrate introductory pages
outlining the Waldorf art curriculum.
The artwork is all by students and comes from
the 2018-19 school year. Teachers shortlisted
recommended paintings and drawings from
their classes, which were photographed and
returned in time to go home in student portfolios.
order from the office in person or online at
The quality of art in the school is so high that
summerfieldwaldorf.org/2020wallcalendar
unfortunately many fine works were not able to
be included. It was a hard task to narrow down the choices, but we feel the final selection truly
honors the outstanding creativity of our students of all ages.
Here is an excerpt from the introduction to the Calendar:
Waldorf schools emphasize the importance of teaching in an artistic way, not so much to educate children
to become fine artists or musicians, but to feed the imagination, to deepen empathy, and to develop
freedom in thinking. The practice of art awakens our intelligence to the full experience of being human.
Rudolf Steiner, founder of the Waldorf schools, suggested that teachers begin the first day of school by
introducing children to their hands, saying “You have two hands… These are for working. You can do all
kinds of things with them.” He explained that this could form an introduction into their very first drawing
lesson, a chance to demonstrate how skillful their hands can be.

The calendar is back from the printers this week and will be on sale from the Main Office and at
pick-up/drop-off. The calendar, selling at $18, is a fundraiser for the school and, for orders of
10 or more, they’re just $15 each.
— Adam MacKinnon, SWSF Calendar Coordinator
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Important Dates:
Grandparents Day
Friday, November 22

Thanksgiving Week
School closed: November 25–29

Community Advent
Spiral Walk
Sunday, December 1, 5:30pm

Advent Wreath Workshop
Tuesday, December 3, 3-5:30pm

Annual Winter Faire
Saturday, December 7

HS Winter Music Concert
Friday, December 13, 7-9pm

Green Team Solar Fundraiser
Sunday, January 26, 10am-12pm

Grandparents’ & Special Friends’ Day

Appreciating Craig!

early childhood through high school

Craig Silva
is retiring
this Friday.
He has
worked for
Summerfield
for the past
twelve years,
bringing
great
knowledge
and
competence to looking after all
of our buildings and facilities,
and dealing with every problem
with a calm and humble
approach.

friday, november 22 — 8:15am-12:30pm
Grandparents and special friends of our community
are invited to our school so we can offer our gratitude
and give them a glimpse into the wonderful world of
Summerfield. We look forward to sharing with them
about what makes our school so unique through
classroom visits and a grade 2-12 assembly.
Parent volunteers are needed to help make this event a
success: greeting, baking, event set-up and clean-up are
just some of the ways you can help. Email to volunteer and be part of this
special day: grandparentsday@summerfieldwaldorf.org.

Annual Alumni
Basketball Games!
saturday, november 30
Join us for the Alumni Basketball Games
on Saturday, November 30, at Brook
Haven Middle School. This much-loved
tradition invites alumni basketball
players to come and play against current
High School basketball players. Players
are asked to show up at 5pm. The
women’s basketball game kicks off at
6pm, and the men’s basketball game kicks
off at 7:30pm. All are welcome to come
get their Summerfield spirit on—wear your swag and get ready to cheer.
Alumni players are asked to sign up online ahead of time. If you
have questions, please email Ginny Wooldridge (class of ’18) at
ginnywooldridge@gmail.com. And if you know an alumni who would like
to participate, please invite them to do so! A big thank you to Coach Mike
for organizing this special event!

Faculty have commented on
how Craig has been a pillar
of strength at the school,
handling the seasonal shifts to
make them appear seamless—
bringing warmth in winter
and a cool head in the spring.
He’s always handled the major
transformation of the sixth
grade classroom to make the
physics block possible, a perfect
blackout.
And, not least, Craig is perhaps
best known by our students as
an essential member of the staff/
faculty baseball team!
Craig, you will be much missed.
The school wishes you much
happiness in retirement!

Community Advent Spiral SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 at 5:30pm
Brightly, brightly, deep within, a star is glowing…
Parents, older students, community members and friends are invited to light a candle and
walk the evergreen spiral path, accompanied by beautiful harp music, in the Eurythmy Barn
on Sunday, December 1, from 5:30-7pm. Simply enter the Barn and be seated, observing a quiet
meditative mood while you await your turn. Donations will be gratefully accepted to cover
the cost of candles, apples and musician.
Please note that you are encouraged to come early. If, at 6:30pm, there is no one in attendance,
we will end early! Students in grades 1-3 will walk the Advent Spiral with their class on
Monday evening, December 2. ~ Andrea Jolicoeur, Lower School Secretary
advent candle by marlo trivan
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37th annual
winter faire
Bring the whole family on Saturday,
December 7, to gather with friends and
enjoy the Summerfield campus in its full
splendor of evergreens and holiday spirit!
Since we had to cancel Sprites’ Night this
year, we look forward to offering an extra
special Winter Faire for our community!
Local, Artisan Vendor Shopping, 10am–3pm:
Our vendors will be open early for sales starting at 10am—
an hour before the faire activities begin. Come to the Faire
a little early to get a head start on your shopping (and
prime parking)!
Faire Activities, 11am–3pm:
Children will enjoy making crafts, like candle dipping,
gingerbread decorating and ornament making, as well
as hear stories from King Winter and be treated to a
wonderful puppet show. See what treasures Queen Winter
has and don’t forget to visit the Snowflake Shoppe where
children can shop all on their own for holiday gifts for
loved ones! A warm and tasty meal and drinks will be
served in our Polar Bear Café (Sophia Hall) and the Sweet
Shoppe will be open with treats for all your sweet teeth!
NEW THIS YEAR: We invite Winter Faire guests to join in
community around the bonfire at 2:45pm for a closing
carol led by our Summerfield teachers!
Entrance fee is $2 per person and activities range from $2$3 each. Items in the Snowflake Shoppe sell for $1-$8 each.
Tickets will be sold at drop-off the week before the Faire
and at the Faire entrance.
Circus Waldissima Performance, 3:30–4:30pm:
Stick around after the Faire to see The Christmas Kitten,
a winter spectacular performance by Circus Waldissima!
Tickets are $8 and will be sold at the Faire entrance.
VOLUNTEERS AND GREENERY NEEDED!
It takes a village to make this magical event happen every
year! Please sign up to help with your class activity or on
the Main Office door. Volunteer positions for the event
include set up and decoration on Friday, parking, craft
and activity support (see your class rep), King and Queen
Winter, bonfire attendant, and clean up on Saturday and
Sunday. We also need loads and loads of greenery for
decorating. Please bring your tree trimmings or pick up
some trimmings from your local tree farm and deliver
them to the school by Thursday, December 5, alongside
the fire road next to the After Care room
Please contact our hard-working Event Coordinators with
any questions or offers of help:
Lisa Hensley, lisa@summerfieldwaldorf.org
Kristi Hruzewicz, kristi.grotting@gmail.com
Andrea Jolicoeur, andreajoli@summerfieldwaldorf.org

The Snowflake Shoppe Needs You!
The Winter Faire is Summerfield’s annual winter festival
with crafts and puppet shows and the ever-favorite
Snowflake Shoppe where children can shop (without
their parents!) for handcrafted gifts. The Kindergarten
and Lower school families have been asked to help
continue this beloved tradition by making 30-40 items per
class—but it takes 800 items to fill our shop! So, we are
calling on all sewers, knitters, candle & jewelry makers,
woodworkers: maybe you would like to contribute
something as well? We welcome small gift jars of jam,
honey, homemade granola, etc. We also welcome
donations of gently used, Waldorf-inspired items and
crafting supplies (especially wool yarn and wool felt).
Contact Holly Trivan or Kristi Hruzewicz for ideas or to let
us know what you can make: htrivan@me.com (310) 9909874; kristi.grotting@gmail.com (415) 747-4766.

Winter Faire Planning Meetings
Planning meetings for Winter Faire are on Tuesdays
at 8:30am through December 3 (no meeting the week
of Thanksgiving break). Please join us to make plans
for your class activity. Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, 5th and
7th grades offer crafts, while 6th grade manages the
ticket booth, and 3rd and 4th grades support in areas of
set-up, clean-up, parking and bonfire. Help us make this
Winter Faire magical! Meetings will be held in the After
Care room, but be sure to stop by the Coffee Cart on
your way to pick up your complimentary cup of coffee
or tea, courtesy of your Winter Faire Committee!
~ Lisa Hensley, Kristi Hruzewicz and Andrea Jolicoeur
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Giving Thanks for Summerfield Farm
A tiny new little four-year-old Red Rose
kindergartener sits in the lap of the
kindergarten assistant and watches from
just outside the chicken coop enclosure,
with grave concern, as all the other
children enter the chicken run with the
farmer and begin feeding the swarming
chickens. Some twenty odd children
surrounded by about one hundred and
fifty anxious hens all clucking wildly for
their share of cracked corn seems a little
daunting, to say the least, to the little
girl. Her teacher holds her close and and
reassures her that the chickens are friends
of the children who visit daily, to which
the nervous child responds, “But won't the
chickens eat the children?” She watches
the huge goats jump up against the fence
as the children hold out their cupped
hands filled with the cracked corn and the
goats greedily stick their spongy tongues
through the fence wire to lap up the tasty
grain. They seem to have such big teeth to
crunch up the hard corn.
So many new things to witness out on this
strange new place, a farm, and then the
farmer brings over a warm, freshly laid
egg and softly puts it against her cool, rosy
cheeks. Ah, that’s better—it’s warm and
soft and reassuring. Soon follows warm
cider at the sun-warmed picnic tables
under the walnut tree where yellow leaves
are falling in the morning breeze, and
inviting swings are waiting. Things are
soon all better.
eighth grade pastel by sophia giegerich (2014)

Later an ambitious group of energetic
sixth graders come down from their
classrooms to help prepare broomcorn for
broom making. They take their places at
the huge, well weathered redwood picnic
tables and are each given a dull butterknife
to scrape the broomcorn seeds off each
frond of corn. Unlike most corn that grows
out in ears, broomcorn grows random
seeds, usually bright red, and is from the
sorghum family of grains. For many years
when all brooms were made of broomcorn,
it was grown in huge quantities in the
southern United States but, as plastic
brooms came on the scene, broom corn
growing and broom making moved
further south to Mexico. We grow our own
broomcorn alongside our field corn, so
the fifth graders can each make a hearth
broom during the winter months. As the
students scraped stalk after stalk while the
two assigned crew “bosses” distributed and
then collected the scraped fronds, and as
everyone began getting nice and itchy from
the chaff, suddenly a miniature whirlwind,
a sirocco of sorts, came in off the freshly
cover-cropped field and, in a huge swirl of
yellow leaves, swooped the breath out of us
all. All the chatting stopped for a moment,
and we all shivered out of sheer wonder
as from high up within the whirlwind the
leaves first poured, then gently floated
down on us all in the golden afternoon
sunlight, bringing to mind the closing lines
of the poem Autumn by Rilke that ends
in a breezy orchard of falling leaves with
the gentle observation that within all the
falling, “… there is
Someone, whose
hands infinitely
calm, hold up all
this falling.”
Recently,
Summerfield
filmmaker Paul
Zehrer shared
a few short
films with some
community
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photo by miguel salmerón

By Farmer Dan

members with the titles: Becoming;
Learn to Change the World I & II; and
Digital rEvolution that talked about our
Waldorf education as an education that
makes you feel comfortable in the world.
Paul’s series—produced in celebration
of the Waldorf centenary—truly reflects
the impressive global scope of Waldorf
education: more than 16 different
languages are spoken throughout, and
filming took place in dozens of countries,
from China to New Zealand, from
Germany to Mexico, USA to Sweden,
Africa, Vietnam, Israel, Russia and more.
Some of the footage was taken out on the
Summerfield Farm, and the films include
many salient observations from some of
the leading international Waldorf thinkers
and teachers from all over the world. So
here are a few “cherry picked” insights
for you to ponder as Waldorf education
aficionados. They are lifted directly
from the films, so the credits go to all the
various speakers who opined throughout
the course of the films and are offered to
simply stir up our thought process over
how we educate our dear children in these
challenging times, so here we go…
Basically, the essence of what being a child
is, is challenging to define if you ask any
parent. Learning about what it means to be
human is a big job, and an important part
of Waldorf teaching is its striving to create
healthy human beings. Fundamentally,
all education is self education and
although development is spontaneous,
it is not inevitable, hence the intentions
behind educating are important. Waldorf
education teaches through utilization
of the three-fold awareness of intuition,

imagination, and inspiration in the learning process, and, through
rhythm, repetition and reverence, it stimulates foundational
bedrock for healthy encounter, engagement and inclusion as the
child grows to go forth out into the world.
The young child needs a healthy space and a warm environment
to thrive. From parents and teachers they need the loving glance,
a warm touch, and security against danger. They just want you
to be 100% present when engaging with them (not looking at
cell phones or talking to other adults at the same time). The here
and now always matters deeply to them. They need experiences
in the natural world to bring their imagination to life. Waldorf
kindergartens are an oasis that reinforce their right to have a
childhood, a space to grow confidence in themselves and live in
the wonder of childhood, and a tangible way for parents to support
the beauty they are perceiving in their child, as well as a conducive
environment for nuero-pathways to be opened up instead of cut
off. Perhaps now more than ever our little ones, as well as all of
us, need a place to experience belonging, a healthy space for social
sculpting of more sharing and caring attitudes. And behind it all is
the acknowledgement of the spiritual side of the child, with deep
concern for the vitality of a child's soul.
In order to navigate a technological world in synch with one's inner
development, attention must be paid to cultivating and nourishing
the child's own inner development. Integrated capacities in an
increasingly complex world includes learning to offer our attention
to the other. Teaching with honesty and compassion and creating
conditions and environments in which the child will learn can
provide a surplus of positive memories to overcome further trauma
as lives unfold: “We give and we receive; we are responsible; we
trust.” It is not so much information that children want: they want
trust. With it they will become communication bridges between
people. Normal healthy children are strong for life and aware of
what is common to us all. They travel the steps or levels from one
consciousness to the next as they learn. And, through it all, they
help us in becoming our better selves.
Thanks to Paul Zehrer for such incisive, compassionate, welledited and thought-provoking films marking Waldof’s 100th
anniversary! (Note: Most of these film shorts are available for
viewing on YouTube: see links below)

Back to the Summerfield farmyard
for a closing moment where our two
calves have been bellowing quite
loudly lately as they are both being
weaned at the same time and really
don’t like it. The 125 pullets or so
raised from chicks have just begun
to lay their pullet-sized eggs, so there
should be many more eggs available
at the farm stand very soon. The first and second graders have
been busy shelling bags full of Black Turtle beans and then the
Red Vermont beans. They sell out quickly as they were freshly
harvested from our
fields in October
and dried in our
greenhouse and
couldn't be fresher
or tastier. They are
eighth grade pastels by quaid bulloch (2014)
available at the farm
stand for Thanksgiving tables.
We also held our annual lantern walk with the second grade
families on the farm in the dark under a full moon last week and,
while doing so, saw Santa go sailing over the farm kitchen, a large
red light followed by a string of smaller white ones. Some thought
it was satellites, but I got a note the next morning from Santa
indicating that he appreciated seeing the children singing while
carrying their lanterns down the farm apple row behind their
teacher in the dark… just so you know he has been paying close
attention as he crosses the night sky en route to his workshop at
the North Pole.
And speaking of the apple row, earlier that same day, while
running down the row with a class of kindergarteners, a little boy’s
rainpants came unhooked from under his boot and, while bent
over helping him get it re-secured, he got a pretty close-up look at
my face and exclaimed, “Farmer Dan, you are old!” “Yup, kiddo,” I
told him, “that is true!”
It's closing time. Have a lovely holiday everyone, filled mostly with
peace and loving appreciation for your families and the abundance
we all share up here in the North Bay. And briefly, a few closing
lines from Mary Oliver that apply well when working and playing
with children:
Three Things To Remember

youtube.com/watch?v=wfec6eF4I_4

youtube.com/watch?v=vDFmUwA3_jE

by mary oliver

As long as you are dancing, you can
break the rules.
Sometimes breaking the rules is just
extending the rules.
Sometimes there are no rules.

youtube.com/watch?v=2-mVPUzgWPY

trailer and info at kidsandtech.film

Warmly,
Farmer Dan
• messenger • nov 2019 • 5

The Messenger Marketplace
Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, any of the individual initiatives or services advertised in this classified
section. Advertisements are screened for appropriateness and made available to community members to use at their own discretion

Community Events

Sebastopol Strings Academy

The Christian Community

Classes for Kids and Adults: Beginning Violin, Beginning Cello,
Intermediate Cello, Music Theory, Piano, Adult Cello Ensemble.
Maureen Caisse. 707-206-1566. sebastopolstringsacademy.com.

The next Santa Rosa services are Dec. 13-14. Regular timetable is as
follows: Friday evening, Gospel Study (at private home). Saturday
services: 9:15 am children’s story and song (1st - 6th grades), 10 am
children’s service, 10:30 am The Act of Consecration of Man (service is
for adults - childcare available) followed by a potluck lunch afterwards.
Services are in the Eurythmy Barn at Summerfield Waldorf School &
Farm. For further information or to be put on our email list, contact
Elinor Biller at 696-4731 or biller@sonic.net. All are welcome.

Full-Size Viola for Sale
We purchased this viola from Rick Concoff and it was played for 2.5
years. Measures 24.5 inches top to bottom. It’s in beautiful condition and
comes with a case (although the handle broke). Rick suggested selling
for $200 but will take $175 since case handle is broken. Contact Lisa
Hensley at 707-486-7859.

Services Needed/Offered

Rental Available:

Sturdy 4 wheel drive 1999 classic Toyota Truck for Sale:

2 Bed, 1 Bath Condo in West Santa Rosa. 10 mins or less to school. With
your own new Washer and Dryer. Pool on site. $1,750. Call 707.293.0700.

1999 Toyota Tacoma 6- cylinder, extended cab truck for sale. White.
Meticulously maintained(all work done at Freeman Toyota) and
serviced. Written records available. In excellent condition in every
respect. Just replaced front steering rack, all shocks and struts,
rebalanced and aligned, new brakes. Has excellent Michelin heavy duty
tires, tool box, towing hitch, and runs flawlessly. Too many extras to
mention. $9,750. Farmer Dan 707-526-3917 or come see me on the farm.
Singing and Piano Instruction with Mary Beard
An experienced teacher, a Summerfield Waldorf School founding
parent and original creator of the school’s instrumental music
program. My studio is located in Santa Rosa. Please visit my website
marybeardmusicstudio.com or contact me at marymezzo@sonic.net or
707-546-8782.
Rick Concoff Violins
Quality string instruments for rent or sale at below-market prices. Rent
to own as well. Accessories available too! Call Rick at 707-477-9196 for
an appointment.

Advertise in the Messenger
Summerfield’s Messenger newsletter is published once a month
during the school year, and has a distribution list of 1,000 people!
If you are interested in advertising in the Messenger, please visit
our website at summerfieldwaldorf.org/newsletter, or email
messenger@summerfieldwaldorf.org for more information.

Housing Needed during Christmas Holidays:
BACWTT is running a ‘Healing through Art’ course at Summerfield
during the Christmas holidays: Monday, December 26 to Friday, January
3. Does anyone have a room or house to rent or if they are going away
and would like a house sitter. We have people from out of town looking
for accommodation. Many thanks for considering, Ken Smith (Director
of BACWTT & Summerfield Parent). Please email ken@bacwtt.org.

Anthroposophic Home Care
Anthroposophic
Through the Home
Seasons Care through the
ADVENT WREATH
WORKSHOP
Celebrate the Season and
deepen your understanding of Advent
with Tracy Saucier

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD  3PM – 5:30PM
Gather in the Art Tech Building.
Workshop is $45, materials included.
Please register in SWSF Main Office as space is limited.
Inquiries: (707) 575-7194 or
parented@summerfieldwaldorf.org

Understanding the rhythms of
nature and how to care for yourself
and your family by following
these rhythms can bring more
meaning and health into your life
and home. Two Anthroposophic
Nurses, Jeanne Schrim and
Vanessa Nielsen, are teaching a
course on: How the holidays and
festivals celebrated by the Waldorf
Community, Esoteric Christianity,
the Celtic Wheel of the Year and other traditions mirror what is occurring in
Nature and how these seasonal changes live within each of us; and How to
optimize your health through the seasons with Anthroposophic medical, holistic
and nutritional practices that you can use at home. The first class will be held on
UnderstandingDecember
the rhythms
of9am-1pm
naturein Sebastopol
and how
forAdditional
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13, 2019 from
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Two Anthroposophic Nurses will begin to teach a course starting in Octo
 How the holidays and festivals celebrated by the Waldorf Commu
Christianity, the Celtic Wheel of the Year and other traditions mir
occurring in Nature and how these seasonal changes live within e
 How to optimize your health through the seasons with Anthropos
holistic and nutritional practices that you can use at home

We will meet once a month on a Sunday for one year. The group size wil
enhance hands on experience and a sense of community & connection in

The first class will be held on October 13, 2019 from 10-5 in Sebastopol
The fee for each additional class is on a sliding scale of $50-$100/class p

MacKillop Construction

The October class will occur during a time thought of in many traditions
point of the old year and the beginning of the New Year. This class will i
 The festivals, of Michaelmas, Samhain,Yom Kippur and the Day
 Honoring of our ancestors and departed loved ones
 The biography & nutritional needs of the child from birth to 3 yea
 The earth/mineral kingdom as the element for this season
 Practices to enhance our warmth and the physical care of the bod
 The season of the lung and care of the lung.

Jim MacKillop offers complete
building & remodeling services
for Sonoma County homeowners.
Specializing in major remodels,
renovations, kitchens, baths
and decks, with over 30 years
experience. The MacKillops are a Summerfield family
(parents of a 2nd Grader and Kindergartner)!
Jeanne Schrim is a Registered Nurse, an Anthroposophic Nurse Specialist and a Certif
New York, where she taught for many years. Jeanne was introduced to homeopathy, co
mackillopconstruction.com • (707) 205-7260
general healing approach
while working at the Rudolf Steiner Fellowship Foundation i
Reminder...

is modifying
ourago
credit
card
policy
Vanessa NielsenSummerfield
trained in festival
work 20 years
& has
been
living & teaching fes
and
we
will
discontinue
accepting
credit
cards, Nurse & an
studies ever since. Vanessa is also an Anthroposophic Nurse, a Registered
with
the exception
Certified Lactation
Consultant,
focusingof
ondonations.
the physical & spiritual health of women, c
This change will go into effect on December 1, 2019.

For questions contact Vanessa Nielsen at anthroposophicnursing@gmail.

STOP PRESS…
The Eighth Grade is offering a Chili Dinner to Go
and Holiday Wreath Sale, Friday, Nov 22 at early
dismissal. Eighth Grade Market will run both
Thursday and Friday this week!
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