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Farm to Feast

saturday, may 15, 2021, 6pm

Join us on Saturday, May 15 at 6pm
for SWSF’s community celebration
and fundraising virtual-event Farm
to Feast! We can’t wait to enjoy this
memorable evening together, and we
look forward to new beginnings with
gratitude.
Our Virtual Farm to Feast is a
free event! Stay tuned for more
information soon, including how you
can:
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• Savor a delicious pre-ordered

meal from Acre Pizza, Handline
or Ramen Gaijin.

Gallery 12

• Enjoy musical guests and

artists including Marty O’Reilly,
Stav McAllister, Emily Jeanne
Brown & Chamisa Kellogg, Elena
Sloman & Allegra Carty Freeman and more…

• Hear from inspiring alumni, teachers and board members and look
forward to the future at SWSF.

• Peruse a unique and curated online auction (May 10-21 via

Farm to Feast Winemakers:
Anthesis
Arnot-Roberts
D’Argenzio
CrossBarn

Littorai
Porter-Bass
Small Vines
West + Wilder

Farm to Feast Sponsors:

• Experience the joy and fulfillment that comes from supporting

$5,000 Principal Sponsors:
Anonymous
Timothy Hedges, Real Estate Broker
Vanguard Properties
Paul Hobbs Wines

• Watch SWSF meet the fundraising goal in real time.

$2,500 Major Sponsors:
Amy’s Kitchen

BiddingforGood), where you will find local, artisanal goods,
experiences AND a variety of local, sustainable wines from community
vintners.
Waldorf education at SWSF.

We are so grateful for all of our partners including our Winemakers and
Sponsors (see right)! And many thanks to Panacea Visual for design work
and Cameron Nielsen for videography, and to our auction team Anna Ming,
Cyndi Yoxall, Elena Bass, Jennifer Almquist, and Sarah Hadler.
It’s not to late to join us as a Sponsor or contribute to the Auction! Please
contact caryn@summerfieldwaldorf.org regarding sponsorship and
hayden@summerfieldwaldorf.org regarding the auction. Deadline: April 30.
~ Caryn Stone, Development Director
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Abeline Partners
Bank of Marin
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Stainbrook & Stainbrook, LLP
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Persinger Architects and Associates
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Seeing Myself in the World
the importance of dolls in
waldorf early childhood education
By Kate Hammond, Roots and Shoots Teacher
“Shhhh…. The babies are sleeping! Now it’s time to wake up and eat
your breakfast…”
The busy work of looking after the dolls has begun in the
kindergarten. It is serious work for the child requiring the caring
“parent” to be vigilant, empathetic and engaged. As a teacher I
feel that I am a witness to something sacred and precious. I tiptoe
around this magical scene, knowing that growth and transformation
is unfolding in front of my eyes.
In Waldorf early childhood, the doll is regarded one of the most
important companions a child can have. From the most simplest
form to a more detailed body with clothes, the dolls are handmade
from natural materials. The doll is the representation of the
human child, a mirror of our potential as human beings. When
the child plays with the doll s/he is exploring what it means to
be a human being in relationship with others. We are made up
of four kingdoms—the mineral, physical substance; the plant
world of growth and reproduction; the animal world of instinct,
desire and feeling; and the human world of thinking, imagination
consciousness and the possibility of self-recognition and selfidentity. A well-loved doll, for the child, is a part of who they are—
an extension of themselves. They explore what it means to love
and be loved, to care and to be cared for, and what it means to be
in relationship. So how is playing with a doll different from playing
with a well-loved stuffed animal?
In the early years, children learn through imitation. The experience
of separation, which leads to self-identity, is complete at the end
of adolescence. The very young children feel at one with their
surroundings. When they care for a doll, they care for themselves.
When they see a stuffed dog/dinosaur/rabbit, they see what is
“animal” in their own nature. This is not wrong, of course. We want
our children to care for animals respectfully
and with empathy. But the gift of being
human is that we have freedom to take stock
of ourselves and use our powers to develop
ourselves further. As teachers, we support
this emerging identity, this “I”, as a human
individuality by encouraging children to live
into what it means to be human through the
dolls we provide.
The first doll is the most simple and is a
basic representation of the human child—a
head and two hands. The child completes the
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heavy babies

doll with his or her imagination—eyes, a mouth, fingers, etc. This
requires the picture-forming processes to be awake and active in the
brain. When we give the child a doll with realistic details, there is
nothing for the child’s imaginative thinking to do—and therefore the
brain is less active.
This year in Roots and Shoots we have had various kinds of dolls.
Some are the simple knotted dolls pictured below: meet Sky,
Sunbeam and Brinjal. Another style were those made by Ms.
Catherine in Rosebuds—still simple in form, but a little more
individual [see bottom of next page].
Yet another form of doll we have in Roots and Shoots is known
fondly as a “Heavy Baby” [examples pictured above]. This is a
doll that weighs around 5 lbs that is filled with millet. Millet has
a warming quality and is moldable and has weight. The play of
the very young child mostly consists of carrying dolls around as
they move. Gradually they will begin to feed the doll—but the first
play is very physical and involves picking up the doll and moving
it to another location. The weight of the
doll increases the effort required to do this!
It speaks to the child of the physical world
and helps the child experience their own
body strength and effort. This reinforces a
healthy sense of self without bringing selfconsciousness to the child too early. Selfconsciousness is a process of thinking about
yourself. During adolescence the young person
works to incorporate their consciousness of
self into their identity. The maturation of the
pre-frontal cortex supports this process at this
time. When a child becomes self-conscious

too young this
can call on forces
prematurely and
can contribute
to a gesture of
precociousness.
In our kindergarten
we also have the
well-loved tradition
‘little ones’
of Little Ones.
During the last year of kindergarten, each child receives a “Little
One”, a small handmade doll with a delicious name (part of the
identity and personality). Over the years we have had ‘Hazelnut’,
‘Sunblossom’, ‘Tom Twinkle’ and ‘Periwinkle’.
This is a special moment for the child—for, up until then, all the
toys and play resources belong to all children in the class. Now
they have their very own doll. The younger children watch and
wait, wishing for their Little One to mysteriously arrive. And what
adventures the Little Ones have! Occasionally they go on a trip to
their child’s house and sleep in the child’s bed! They will accompany
the child when it is time to leave kindergarten and become a student
in Grade One.
When we make dolls, we consider how we are representing the
human being. Having different skin tones, hair texture and clothing
can help children identify themselves and others in the dolls.
Representation is a play between specific identification (eg. AfricanAmerican or Asian etc.) and the universal picture (all human
beings have a head, a body and some kind of limbs). We strive to
be specific and at the same time to leave the child free to “clothe”
the doll with their own imaginative pictures. This is an opportunity
to be inclusive and to represent others through diverse skin tones.
Sometimes this leads to conversation and sometimes it doesn’t. We
hope to provide a picture that there are many different ways to be
human, and yet there are aspects that unite us all.
author kate hammond makes & sells Heavy Baby Dolls— If interested
please contact her at 2katehammond@gmail.com or (707) 481-9132.

Thank You for Supporting
the Clothing
Drive!
When I was little,
occasionally I would
go to the grocery store
with my mom in the morning. Some mornings were
very cold and we would dress in our down jackets.
One time I saw a homeless person out in front of
the store. All they had on was a t-shirt, and it was
freezing cold. They were huddled against the wall
with their head down. I can’t even imagine how chilly
they must have been, and there was no escape from
the cold for them.
I will always remember that moment that I saw them
out there in the cold and that is why I was so glad I
got the opportunity to start the clothing drive at the
high school.
The idea was first introduced to us in one of our high
school Green Team meetings, and I immediately
knew I wanted to try to get this clothing drive going.
So a few of my friends and I decided to do it. We got a
cardboard box and put it in front of the high school.
I didn’t expect us to end up with much clothing by
the time it was over but, actually, it was quite the
opposite. Ronni and Amelia helped put messages
about it in The Messenger and soon lots of clothing
deliveries started coming in. We eventually had to
put out more boxes.
I know that many of you in the community had a
hand in that, and we are so grateful. We are very
happy that it was such a huge success. It feels really
great to donate stuff and know that it is going to
someone who really needs it. No one should ever
have to go without a jacket in the cold.
~ Nayeli Sierra, Ninth Grade Student

ms. catherine’s dolls
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Energizing April In the Summerfield Farmyard
By Farmer Dan
There was recently a corner in the farmyard that was a real mess.
Big, overgrown branches were falling down onto an old picnic
table rotting away in what had, years ago, been a first grade
garden. An ancient fence was broken under the weight of the
marauding branches beneath the entire pile. My mom would
have definitely called it an eyesore. But… thanks to a hearty and
ambitious band of fifth graders, it is now a space of great, usable
beauty (see accompanying photo). You would have loved to see
about 12 pairs of students armed with hand saws go to work on
those branches, sawing away like ants busy on an anthill, cutting
even substantial branches into twelve-to-sixteen-inch pieces of
firewood and lopping the skinnier branches into three-foot lengths
to load into garden carts and haul to the brush pile to be chipped
up into pathway mulch.
This project was tackled only after all these students each made
a broom from broomcorn, grown and harvested on our farm and
then lashed onto sticks the students had found in woods and fields
around their homes. (Again, see accompanying photos). Once the
main branches were cleaned up, then came the backbreaking chore
of digging out the concrete cores from the old fenceposts and setting
up new fencing and resetting new gate posts. While a couple of girls
and boys worked together to construct the new fence, the other
students took care of the weekly animal chores. They also worked
up the soil in all of the spring farmyard garden beds where the
flower seeds they planted in flats a month ago were busy sprouting
and were almost ready to pot into bigger pots so they could stretch
their roots out. Kind of amazing to watch all those growing baby
plants and marvel at how, deep in their roots, all the flowers and
vegetables hide all their colors, secretly waiting to amaze us. Sort of
like the colors of adolescence bursting forth from the roots of these
fifth graders…
When the famous dancer and choreographer Twyla Tharp was
asked in a recent interview if her dancers’ phenomenal success
was due to the fact that, as the
interviewer put it, “You work
them hard.” Twyla responded
“No, it is because I give them
challenges.” Continuing from
the previous paragraph, after
learning how to use a post level
and to mix cement, the fifth
grade farmers were able to set a
wonderfully straight line of new
posts, perfectly plumb, and to
set two heavy 4 x 6 redwood gate
posts to securely hold a lovely
new gate. So, lots of measuring,
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digging, leveling and heaving of very heavy bags of cement to each
hole was accomplished. To build a fence takes some good learning
skills to set it straight and true, not to mention a lot of hard work!
Now the area is all cleaned up and ready as a usable space during
a time when a lot of classes are yearning to be on the Farm, so
we thank these fifth graders for their enthusiastic and sustained
efforts to see this project through.
Now, as all the classes have returned to the Summerfield
Waldorf School & Farm campus, perhaps an inward question the
students—and ourselves—is “What is it that I’ve learned to love
this year?” even during Zooming and masking and distancing.
Here is what one woman learned: “Yesterday my husband thought
he saw a cockroach in the kitchen. He sprayed everything down
and cleaned thoroughly… Today I’m putting the cockroach in the
bathroom!”
Since we are given 1440 minutes each day, it is nice to imagine
using some of them to share some insights and perhaps a little
wisdom with the students. They are regaining their freedom to
explore the world together out in the farmyard, and they will
have more in their world to love.
For instance, do they know that
dandelions are not weeds, but
are from the same family as
sunflowers, and that a simple
dandelion seed “cloud” you might
blow on and send into the air
can travel up to 5 miles before
it lands? Or that up until the
1800s, dandelions were seen as
extremely beneficial and people
would actually remove grass to
plant dandelions because every
part of the dandelion is edible,

with 1 cup of dandelion greens containing 535% of our daily
recommended vitamin K and 112% of vitamin A? After all, as the
famous naturalist Rachel Carson graciously reminds us, “The more
clearly we can focus our attention on the wonders and realities of
the universe about us, the less taste we shall have for destruction.”
The wonderful Japanese author (of children’s books as well as
adult fiction), Kazuo Ishiguro, has a lovely book titled Klara and
the Sun in which Klara innocently poses the question, “What
can children know about genuine love?”. She then concludes
her query: “The answer, of course, is everything.” With the first
graders just finishing up their farming block out on the Farm,
we had reminders to: Be kind whenever possible. And it’s always
possible—even when we are digging thistles and your partner
accidentally swings the thistle up into the cart and it pokes your
arm as it flies by! Thistles have a good dose of nitrogen and their
quality of astringency is very welcome layered into a compost
pile with a lot of carbon (bedding straw) for a good, lasagna-like
mound. (We agreed we all loved lasagna, but maybe not made with
thistles and chicken droppings). The Easter Bunny also visited
the Farm and left an abundance of richly-colored eggs hidden in
the apple row to search for and bring home to put on the family
Easter tables. And on our final day together, we finished shelling
the entire polenta corn crop by hand, several hundred cobs worth
of it now resting in kernels, safe from hungry mice, in the corn crib
in ten gallon bushel baskets ready for grinding and selling in the
farm stand. What an energetic, able-bodied, capable group of lively
students, a class now well-formed and looking towards second
grade already!
Maybe some of the work out on Summerfield Farm is to refine
the quality of the students’ attention, and to help them discover
what might be stopping or hindering them from noticing their
classmates more deeply. Sometimes habits or behaviors that need
a little addressing or tweaking are all that stand between a child
and the big meadow of happiness right, over, there… This a place
a Waldorf teacher tends to come from by striving to acknowledge
each child’s higher self standing just behind squirrelly or churlish
behavior. Now we are moving on to sixth and third grade classes
back out onto the Farm to get the fields planted for the summer,
so the seasonal circle keeps going around and around, bolstered by
dependable student helpers.
A brief poem in closing considers the joys of spring and the pains
of the recent goings-on in our fragile world:
We Shake With Joy

by mary oliver

We shake with joy, we shake with grief.
What a time they have, these two
Housed as they are in the same body.
Spring’s restorative blessings to all from Summerfield Farm.
Warmly,
Farmer Dan

Knights in the
Permaculture
Garden
Four students from Mrs.
Walker’s Sixth Grade class
offered their services in the
way of weeding, as part of their
knighting project.
Community Service is not only
a way of giving back, it is also a
way of learning something new.
These students had so many
questions about the plants, the
weeds and even the roots of
the weeds that they sometimes
struggled to pull out. It turns
out that many of the plants that
we pulled contain medicine in
their leaf or root. Students were
keen to take home some roots
and make them into tea.
It is amazing to see what can
get done in six hours time with
four students working hard.
Many areas of the garden were
opened up, plants became
visible again, and order was
restored. This is very helpful,
because many people walk
through the garden in the
course of a day. It is a place
for the kindergarteners to
wander, for the Eleventh Grade
botany main lesson students
to observe plants and, in the
future, for students to even
come have a bite to eat. We were given ten blueberry
plants from the farm that is closing on Occidental Rd.
The Eighth Graders dug the holes and planted them,
and soon we will be seeing the berries ripening.
For the Sixth Graders, this opened their eyes to
the unlimited possibilities that a garden holds.
Service calls for hard work, and hard work makes us
stronger. It can be a sacrifice of one’s own desires, to
give something of oneself to make the world better
for others. These knights are forging a path in the
garden, through obstacles and challenges, while
gaining strength and endurance for years to come.
~ Ronni Sands, Gardening Teacher
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‘Friends of Waldorf’ Making a Difference in Iraq
a senior project reveals the power of waldorf education
to transform the lives of of displaced children in iraq
By Petal Held, Twelfth Grade Student
The Messenger was intrigued to learn of a twelfth grader’s journalism senior project
that included making connections with teachers bringing Waldorf education to far-flung
places around the world, often reaching children desperately in need of the healing
power of the Waldorf approach. Senior Petal Held writes about an in-depth interview
with a Waldorf graduate whose work has had a transformative impact for children in
displacement camps in Iraq…
Mere decades ago, Iraq’s educational
system surpassed that of almost anywhere
else in the Middle East. The country was
renowned for the success of its level of
learning, and highly regarded as one of the
most developed educational systems in the
transcontinental region. Universities there,
such as the University of Baghdad, were
known worldwide to be places of excellent
schooling. An entire infrastructure in
place for education would all be shattered
in the years to come, as conflict crippled
the country again and again. What was
once the shining star of Middle Eastern
education, has sunk down to being a less
than desired place to learn.

photos by ‘friends of waldorf’

As part of my Senior Project, I spoke with
a woman named Jesse Prentice, who
works in and around displacement camps
in Iraq, about her journey and experience
in education. It just so happens that her
initiative has connections to the Waldorf
Pedagogy, although I had not reached
out to her due to this fact. What follows
is an account of her experiences working
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through the initiative “Friends of Waldorf”
in Iraq, especially in displacement camps.
In a larger sense, her work gives an insight
into what education looks like in another
part of the world.
I met Jesse virtually after being introduced
to her through one of my teachers. She
was born in Connecticut, but her family
relocated to Germany when she was nine,
and she began attending Waldorf schools.
In 2015, Jesse, now in her early forties, had
been working in public education in Spain,
and was looking for a change. She joined
a German Waldorf-based initiative, called
the Friends of Waldorf. Through them, she
travelled to Iraq to set up a program based
on the company’s goals, which has grown
to have a curriculum and a one year inservice training of Trauma Pedagogy, for
potential teachers or other humanitarian
workers. Over time, the program grew, and
by 2017 it was certified by the local Kurdish
government.
Jesse worked with the Friends of Waldorf
until 2019, at
which time she
began working at a
new organization,
called Earth to
Humans. Here,
she investigates
national NGOs
who work with
humanitarian
issues more
locally. After
thorough vetting

and getting to know the organization well,
Earth to Humans partners with a local
group. Jesse helps them build up their
institutional capacities for a length of 5-7
years, until they have the stability to apply
for international funds.
“Education, if done poorly, is almost worse
than no education at all for children in
displacement camps.” This was a main
theme during my conversation with Jesse.
Due to the low quality of widespread
education in Iraq, she could not stress this
point enough. This is because the attention
span of children who have traumatic
pasts is extremely short. A child who has
been witness to even one horrific event
is not able to sit still through a normal
class period. Therefore, the likelihood of
him or her being able to actually focus
during a lesson is nearly nonexistent. Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) plays
a strong part in the life of a child like this,
yet due to their age, sometimes the child
cannot even grasp what has happened
to them. An adult with PTSD is more
equipped to consider and relate to others

what he or she has gone through, but a
young child might not be able to process
his experiences at all, making it even
harder for an outsider to reach them where
there are. This is another reason behind
the fundamental structure Jesse sought to
establish through her organization.
Another significant piece of Jesse’s work
has been educating the parents and
caregivers of her students. The goal here
is to help them to understand what their
children are going through and how they
are coping with PTSD. Oftentimes, parents
just need to know that their children
are normal. Seemingly irregular actions
can actually be coping mechanisms.
Some children regress in various ways,
whether that be in speech or in literacy.
Other behaviors include wetting the bed,
insomnia, and shorter tempers than usual,
whether that be with family, teachers or
peers. The Friends of Waldorf organization
tries to assure adults that all of these things
are normal with respect to what their
children are living through. Parents are
also reminded that following any portion
of a daily routine creates a soothing effect
for the child’s overall psyche.
For children in displacement camps, the
question isn’t necessarily how much they
can learn. The question is IF they can
learn, if they can get an education, focus
in school, or progress healthily in life.
Children who have undergone these kinds
of traumas are often beyond the help of
a mainstream education. They need an
education which specializes in meeting
their psychological, mental and physical
needs. Jesse says that this all comes down
to one thing: structure.
In a refugee/displacement camp,
chaos consumes most of everyday life.
Every member of a family is struggling
psychologically, including the adults in
charge of a child. This means that the
person in charge of a young child is not
able to provide a safe environment for
them, or insure that the child is learning
in the organic way all children do. For this
child then, there can be a sense of total and
complete disorder. Up is down, right is left,

the child has no sense of direction except
to follow their parents who are working
through their own traumas.
In our conversation, Jesse frequently
reiterated that there is a large lack of
organic, rhythmic structure. Parents are
worried about loved ones, jobs, money,
food, shelter. They cannot supply a rhythm
for their children: waking up, doing chores,
learning, eating at set times, etc.
The initiative Jesse took part in provides
that structure that the parents can no
longer provide, mainly due to the reasons
listed above. Children oftentimes come to
school for the first time extremely nervous,
on edge and unsettled. Within two weeks
of a strong rhythm and increased stability,
Jesse says, the stress levels of the children
are considerably and noticeably lower,
giving space for other emotions. This
includes children as young as kindergarten
age. Imagine a world where children are so
deep in trauma and pain that they lose the
childish emotions that we all had. And this
is happening on the earth which we live
on! The idea is mindblowing.
Children, especially in displacement
camps, need both academic and
psychosocial education, to meet all of their
needs (as discussed before). However,
for most schools, there is not any sort of
teacher training, primarily due to a lack
of resources. This means that the quality
of education is shockingly low. As much
as 80% of “challenging behavior” from
a child comes from a destroyed teaching
and learning system and from unequipped

teachers. Jesse knows, both through her
experience and the experience of others,
that higher qualities of education can have
an incredible impact on the children. Most
of the time, however, the resources are just
not there.
The work that Friends of Waldorf does
is based on the fact that the sooner
normalities recur after an emergency, the
better. This means that getting rhythm
back into the lives of children has the
potential of having one of the biggest
positive impacts after a traumatic event.
The organization also seeks to go to
where the child is, instead of looking at
the big picture of all children as a more
generalized education would. This way, it
is easier to find what challenges are on the
front lines in a child’s life, academically
and physically.
That being said, within the mainstream
humanitarian mentality, housing,
education and therapy are the first
necessary responses after a crisis. But
Jesse does not exactly agree with this.
Above those, in her understanding, are
the normalities and rhythms that are lost
after a disaster. Friends of Waldorf works
to weave in education and therapy with
the routines set in place. Jesse believes
that working to simply bring something
(i.e. a dismal educational quality to already
fragile children) is not always better than
leaving things as they are. Education needs
to be good in order to respond to the needs
of a child who has seen more than they can
comprehend. Jesse even said that, in fact,
if the education was not of a high quality,
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struggling with reliving trauma has no
physical or mental space to enter the
world of imagination that is all their own.
This is why the work that Jesse does
includes free play in the school day. This
is yet another chance for children to revert
back to a more meditative and peaceful
place where they can lose themselves
in play instead of worrying or fearing
everything. This, Jesse believes, is another
reason that there is such a noticeable
change in the child after attending the
school for even a few weeks.

it could be twice as negative for the child,
leading to more harm than actually no
academic education at all.
Some activities that the Friends of Waldorf
inspire regarding younger children are
ones that many Waldorf kindergartens do
as well. They perform real activities such as
making bread and soup and, for the older
children, storytelling while watercoloring.
This last activity, for instance, allows
the children to concentrate and relaxe
simultaneously, with the goal of retraining
the brain to allow for this state of mind.
This, of course, offers an entirely different
approach to education than some of the
old-fashioned discipline, such as yelling
at the child who has dozed off or is being
a clown in class. The muscle of the brain
must be trained so that concentration
spans, which have shrunk to a dismal size
due to traumatic events, can be increased
again under the right circumstances.
Integrating the free play concept into the
school day of the kindergarten (and older
grades) is extremely important in the work
that Jesse does. In a 3 x 7 meter tent, with
many family members inside, it is more
than a little challenging to have any space,
mental or physical, to oneself. Playing
imaginative games are something that
anyone with a young child has probably
observed: the child plays often no matter
the setting, just by herself. In a cramped
space, the child who is most likely already
8 • messenger • apr 2021 •

Jesse said that she sees significant change
in children who are exposed to creativity.
Daily Waldorf rituals take place, such
as songs and circles. With kindergarten
children, they also follow Waldorf
pedagogical norms, such as physically
holding children as another way to
ground them when their minds might be
a swirling chaos. Everything has changed
for the refugees, including the children.
They experience constant movement
from camp to camp and have endured the
loss of everything that was once stable:
family, home, friends. This is why Jesse
says using Waldorf-inspired rhythm adds
so much gravity to the chaotic lives of all.
In Jesse’s experience, the majority of
high achieving students are those who
attended schools with this Waldorf
approach. This is, of course, also due to
the fact that the parents themselves are
usually more invested in raising their
children in this Waldorf approach as
well. While much of the work here is
“unproven”, Jesse says that as far as the
stress aspect, at least, it can be shown
that stress levels are lowered if the
person (child) in question is in a stable
environment where she or he feels safe.
This can be attained through adhering to
many of the core Waldorf principles.
There is a mix of ethnic groups in
displacement camps in Iraq, and the
different groups have access to different
quantities and qualities of education.
Displaced Iraqi citizens (due to the
Islamic State) are internally displaced
people. The children here, most times,

were formally in state schools which are
oftentimes rebuilt in camps. The average
loss of education is one year for these
children, but then they are able to be back
into some form of schooling. For children
in a displacement camp, especially
Internationally Displaced Persons, it is
extremely hard to re enroll in any sort of
country-run school after leaving home.
Syrian refugees cannot build schools
using the Iraqi curriculum, because it is
different, of course, from the schools in
Syria that the children have left behind.
They often can’t have a Syrian curriculum,
because there is no one to teach it. These
children usually have only access to
non-formal education. This can be a good
thing, though. Because they do not need to
pass formal state curriculums, it is easier
to bring in the kind of initiative in which
Jesse takes part. Unless there is some sort
of non-formal education available, most
internationally displaced children would
not have exposure to education at all. Even
if they are given something, it does not
follow what they had been learning before.
The model of education that the Friends
of Waldorf initiative runs on is not readily
available. This clashes even with the
mainstream humanitarian response,
which is to implement education, in
Jesse’s words, “quick, quick, quick.” For
this reason, an initiative like this does not
turn large-scale very easily. For teachers
(nationally or internationally) to qualify to
work in this initiative, there is a one-year
in-service training. This happens for five
two-week training blocks. As it is hard to
find enough local people willing to put this
much time towards becoming a teacher,
international Waldorf-trained teachers are
usually needed.
Jesse’s work embodies so much that
I aspire to do and to be. Due to this
inspiration, my senior project was able to
take flight in a new way. I have been able
to better scope out what it is I aspire to do
in life. Jesse inspires me every day, and
her work is a motivation for me that I hold
close to my heart.

School Climate, Equity and
Inclusion Survey
We have a wonderful opportunity to participate in a
School Climate, Equity and Inclusion Survey through
the Association of Waldorf Schools of North America
(AWSNA). The Summerfield community of current
and former parents, current and former faculty and
staff, current students in 7th-12th grade, and alumni
will all be asked to participate with a survey that was
created for each of these groups. This anonymous,
15-20 minute, on-line survey will provide the school
with valuable information as we move forward with
our diversity, equity and inclusion work. The survey
is facilitated through a professional educational
research group, Panorama Education, and is funded
and coordinated by AWSNA as part of a continentalwide aim to support schools in the advancement of
this work.
The surveys are now live. If you have received an
invitation to take the survey, please know that your
input is important and valued. We sincerely hope
that you will choose to participate. The survey closes
on April 30. It should take you no more than 20
minutes to complete and must be completed in one
sitting. Please don’t forget to ‘submit’ at the end of
the survey.
Creating a safe environment where students have
the freedom to explore ideas and perspectives, and
develop their own opinions and judgements, are
foundational in Waldorf education. Equity, inclusion
and a positive school culture are core values at
Summerfield, and this survey is one way to measure
how we are doing relative to belonging, diversity,
cultural awareness and action, and in creating a
positive and inclusive school climate. Research
shows that school climate has a direct correlation to
student health and well-being and academic success,
and this data will provide us with a benchmark for
improvement.
The results of the survey will be used to identify
areas in which we need to improve and grow for the
benefit of the students and families that we serve.
This will bring us closer to our goals of an inclusive
school community in which every student and family
member feels safe and has a sense of belonging.
Thank you for supporting this important work!
Sincerely,
Tracy Saucier, on behalf the Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion Committee

teacher news

Third Grade Teacher Announced
The Lower School is
pleased to welcome
Kelly Reed as next
year’s Third Grade Class
Teacher! Please join
us in welcoming this
experienced, skillful
and dedicated teacher
to the Summerfield
community.
Kelly hails from both New England and the Northern
California coast, and she looks forward to “coming
home” and joining the Summerfield community
with her family. Kelly completed Waldorf teacher
training at Emerson College in East Sussex, England.
During this time, she studied Biodynamic Agriculture
and worked on a Biodynamic farm. Kelly also took
particular interest in and studied learning differences
and developmental movement while in England.
After returning stateside, Kelly spent three years as
an assistant teacher at the Rudolf Steiner School
in New York City before taking a class from third
through eighth grade at Hawthorne Valley Waldorf
School in upstate New York. While teaching, Kelly
supported the school’s work on issues of diversity,
equity, inclusion and nonviolent communication.
After her class’s graduation, Kelly spent a sabbatical
year living and traveling with her family in Southeast
Asia - Myanmar, Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia
and Singapore. She currently pursues her M.Ed.
in Waldorf Education at Antioch University with
a special interest in emergency pedagogy and
therapeutic art.
~ David French, Andrea Jolicoeur & Andrea VanderPluym
(for the Lower School Core Group)

Financial Planning
Re-enrollment for 2021-22 began March 15, and the
deadline was April 2. The placeholder deposit was also
due April 2. If you have not re-enrolled but intend to, or
still need to pay your deposit, please do so asap!
June 3: Annual Fees due for the 2021-22 School Year:
•
•
•
•

Rosebud 2-day $450
Rosebud 3-day $500
Rosebud 5-day $550
Kindergarten:
4 & 5 day $750

• 1st $950
• 2nd thru 8th $1050
• HS $1350
(not including Open Wk fee)
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The Messenger Marketplace
Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, any of the individual initiatives or services advertised in this classified
section. Advertisements are screened for appropriateness and made available to community members to use at their own discretion

Services Needed/Offered
Bunnies Need a Home!
Beloved house bunnies need new
home—bonded male/female pair
(both fixed): very sweet, used
to kids, dogs and cats. Happy to
share their pen and other gear
with new family. Sarah (SWS 3rd
gr. parent) 707-867-2309.

Create a blank slate.

Babysitter Needed
ISO loving, fun part-time babysitter for three children (aged 7mo
to 4 yrs). Based in Santa Rosa, we need someone for some morning
hours, school pick-up and some after-school care, Monday to Friday.
Must have lots of energy and ideas and love playing outside! Contact:
oliviatenkate@hotmail.com.
Need an Au Pair for the Summer?
My name is Neasa McAlice. I am a Waldorf High School student looking for
an au pair job from mid-Jun to early-Aug. I have been an au pair in the past
& have worked with many children. Contact: neasaamcalice@gmail.com.
Singing and Piano Instruction with Mary Beard
An experienced teacher, a Summerfield Waldorf School founding parent
and original creator of the school’s instrumental music program. My studio
is located in Santa Rosa. Please visit my website marybeardmusicstudio.com
or contact me at marymezzo@sonic.net or 707-546-8782.

Become a Waldorf Teacher.
Center
Renewaloffers
offers aa three-year,
three-year,part-time
part-timetraining
traininginin
Center for Educational Renewal
Sonoma
CA. We
We are
arededicated
dedicatedtotoinspiring
inspiringthe
thenext
nextgeneration
generation
Sonoma County, CA.
of
and become
become aacreator
creatorininthe
thefuture
futureofof
of teachers!
teachers! Find your calling
calling and
Waldorf
Waldorf Education!
We
in education
education and
andbringing
bringingthe
thedepths
depths
We are committed to social justice in
of
of Waldorf
Waldorf Education
Edcuation into the 21st Century.
Our
Spaceisis limited.
limited.
Our next
next cohort
cohort begins
begins June,
June, 2021.
2021. Space

edrenew.org

Housing
New SWSF Family Looking for a House to Rent
We are a family of 4 looking to rent a house near SWSF starting in July
or sooner. No pets, no smoking, quiet and responsible family, love to
garden! We are looking for a 3+ bedroom/1.5+ bathrooms, and/or a
space for a home office. Please let us know if you are aware of homes
coming on the rental market soon! elena.and.mariano@gmail.com or
707-980-2891.

Join Us for
Summer Camp!

Victorian House for Rent
Rental Avail. 6/1: SW Santa Rosa Victorian
3 bed / 2 bath, detached garage, wood-fired
bread oven + large landscaped yard. This
home is on a tree-lined cul de sac street. Close
to school & downtown. $2800/mo or $2900
w/gardener. Contact: Sallie Miller 707-4867299 or salliemiller00@gmail.com.
ISO house for our family of 3 (Sebastopol)
We’ve fallen in love with the area and the people, and now looking for
a house to call home with 2nd BR for our 3yo. 2+ BR; sunlight, nature,
mold-free, bathtub. Budget: $1000-$3500. Higher price point for more
BRs/granny unit. We’re into natural living, nutrition, yoga; respect &
integrity. We’d love to be near familes with young children interested
in RIE parenting & NVC. Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sending love during this wild time. Contact: joyrheman@gmail.com.

getcreateit.com • 707.829.3855

6906 Sebastopol Ave, Sebastopol

Support the
Summerfield
Farm Stand
The Farm Stand is
open for business.
Please stop by
for farm eggs, a
delicious range of
spring vegetables,
salsita, bone broth,
and much, much
more...

Apply Now!

Sonoma County’s #1

Solar Company
Install and Repair
CA Lic. #963158

(707) 664-6450 · www.westcoastsolarenergy.com
2975 Dutton Ave, Ste B, Santa Rosa, CA 95407

707.695.7000
amee@vanguardsonoma.com
DRE #01418087

Discover why Pickleball
is the Fastest-Growing
Sport in America!

Advance with Adam!
iptpa-certified instructor

Pickleball Coaching

TIMOTHY HEDGES

for players of all levels

TOP PRODUCER • REAL ESTATE BROKER

MY PLEDGE:

On every closed transaction, I will make a
charitable donation to SWSF.

Estates, Unique Properties, Acreage,
Ranches, Relocation, “Off Market Listings”
timothy@vanguardsonoma.com
707.696.7325 | DRE #01368460

adammackinnon@gmail.com

SWSF Beanies!
We have new
Summerfield Waldorf
School & Farm
beanies available for
$20 each! Shipping is
possible too. Please
contact the Development office to purchase: email
development@summerfieldwaldorf.org.

Advertise in the Messenger
license #02039610

Summerfield’s Messenger newsletter is published once a month
during the school year, and has a distribution list of 1,000 people!
If you are interested in advertising in the Messenger, please visit
our website at summerfieldwaldorf.org/newsletter, or email
messenger@summerfieldwaldorf.org for more information.
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Santa Rosa, CA 95401
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Adam MacKinnon
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www.summerfieldwaldorf.org

• butterfly paintings by the fifth grade •
The fifth Graders observed animals we can see around us for our second block of
studying The Human Being and the Animal. ~ kibby mackinnon, Fifth grade teacher
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