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just arrived ... !

The 2021 Waldorf Wall Calendar

Once again we are publishing the school’s fine-arts wall calendar. After such a difficult year,
it is hoped that Summerfield’s Waldorf Wall Calendar will provide artistic inspiration and
hope moving into 2021 for our families and for Waldorf communities around the country.
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The 15-month calendar covers January 2021–March 2022, and every grade from
kindergarten through twelfth is represented by large monthly images, insets in the monthly
grids and capsule pictures that illustrate introductory pages outlining the Waldorf art
curriculum.
The artwork is all by students (some 80 different students overall) and comes from the
2019-20 school year. Teachers shortlisted recommended paintings and drawings from their
classes—the quality of art in the school is so high that unfortunately many fine works were
not able to be included. It was a hard task to narrow down the choices, but we feel the final
selection truly honors the outstanding creativity of our students of all ages.
Here is an excerpt from the introduction to the Calendar:
In 2020, with the pandemic and myriad weather-related events, we are finding new
daily rhythms, new ways of encountering the earth and each other. When the world has
changed so much that we cannot count on seasonal events to occur “on schedule”—we
can appreciate anew the orienting influence of a calendar, especially one highlighting the
sensitivity and appreciation for beauty, truth and goodness fostered by Waldorf education.
The Calendar just came back from the printers this week. Place your order, and we’ll mail it
right out to you. It makes a great New Year’s gift, and we also have a printable ‘Gift Coming
Your Way’ Card on our webpage that you can use in the meantime, or if you want to order
and save on the shipping but collect from campus that’s possible too.
Calendars are $18 each, and $15 each for orders of 10 or more.
Order at summerfieldwaldorf.org/2021WallCalendar
order online at

— Adam MacKinnon, SWSF Calendar Coordinator

summerfieldwaldorf.org/2021wallcalendar

They’re the Perfect
New Year’s Gift, Too!
The best outreach and enrollment work in a Waldorf
school is done by us, the parent community. Do you
have a friend or work colleague you could introduce to
Waldorf with the gift of our beautiful Wall Calendar?
Or, do you know someone at another Waldorf school...
anywhere in the country?
If so, tell them about this incredible offer. If their school is willing
to help promote the Waldorf Wall Calendar to their parent
community and provide a code to include when each parent
orders a copy, we will send money to their school based on how
many Calendars are sold with that code. If it leads to 10+ copies
sold, we’ll send $40 or $4/copy; if 25+ are sold we’ll send $125 or
$5/copy; if 40+ are sold, we’ll send $240 or $6/copy—it’s a no-risk
fundraiser for their school.
We want these gorgeous Calendars to go out into the world!
Please help us show as many prospective Waldorf parents as
possible what is so special about a Waldorf education. These
are the ‘pictures worth a thousand words’ to show to curious
relatives, or to explain Waldorf to intrigued work colleagues—a
gorgeous calendar to adorn the wall of any kitchen, home office or workspace.
See samples and purchase calendars on our website as gifts to start off a brand-new year!
SUMMERFIELDWALDORF.ORG/2021WALLCALENDAR

Geography in Eighth Grade
By Don Basmajian, Eighth Grade Teacher
In our Geography block, we studied the oceans and continents, climate change and Arctic melt, as well as Russia, Africa, China and Japan.
In small groups, students presented countries from South East Asia and Australia.
In our afternoon art lessons, people and places of far-away lands became the themes of our drawings.
Here are some examples of the students’ work!
woman in kimono by aimira leuzinger
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japanese warrior by nellie traver

great wall by phelan mecklenburg

african woman by gianni caiazzo

Spiraling In
this year summerfield students experienced the reverence
of our advent garden festival outdoors on the farm
By Saskia Pothof, Farm Classroom Teacher
Early in the morning on Monday November 30, with the Farm
covered in a light dust of frost, the first students spiraled in,
carrying a small candle in a shiny red apple as their classmates
softly sang. They carefully tended to the little flame as they walked
the winding path and placed the candle on a bright star on a
stump in the advent garden. They were the first of many students
who would follow in their footsteps in the week to come, and who
would find their own way in this winter garden of evergreens
which had been laid out under the two oak trees with care by
Farmer Dan and farm assistant Kate MacKillop the day before.
Everything was different this year—no parents witnessing this
journey in a hushed eurythmy barn, no harp music accompanying
the students dressed in festive attire, no parents waiting at the end
of the ramp, softly singing as
they walked into the dusk of
evening, carrying the light of
the season inwardly to their
homes. And yet, this year’s
advent garden was rich and
full of light in its own way.
During that first walk, an
oakleaf drifted down and
landed in the hurricane glass
that protected the center
candle from the morning
breeze. It was like a sigh, an
outbreath of the oak trees, and thus the Farm participated too
in the ritual of children reverently walking the spiral. Birdsong
accompanied the students and, in the afternoons, birds came
and feasted on the red berries around the center candle, and the
farm dogs played in the spiral in the early evening. As the week
progressed and different classes walked the spiral, the Farm
became ‘hallowed ground’. Early each morning as I would place
the golden stars on the stumps and relight the center candle in
anticipation of a new group of travelers, it felt like sweeping the
floor of the chapel, the temple, or mosque to prepare for a service
or celebration. This year, more than
ever, the Farm has been a place for
students to experience the rhythms of
the earth and sky, a place to experience
and learn how the earth, the plants,
animals, and humans work together.
It was only fitting that it was the Farm
that prepared the space for the journey
inward and hosted the ritual to rekindle
the light in each of us.

The Farm Class experienced this advent time on the Farm in
many ways. As we were raking the thick layer of leaves that had
been ripped off the trees in the storm, we found a barrel stave of
white oak. The idea came to us to create a menorah to celebrate
the festival of lights in the Jewish tradition. And so the students
sanded the wood until it was smooth and, with a vintage auger,
drilled the nine holes to hold the eight candles of Hanukkah and
the shamash, and oiled the finished menorah so it would reflect
the glow of the candles. In the eight days of Hannukah, we lit the
candles and danced the Hora in a wide circle. The other days, we
lit the advent candles on the wreath as we studied the realm of the
minerals by deepening our
understanding of the process
of composting. The kingdom
of plants was presented by
the fifth graders in their
botany reports, and we made
wreaths with the evergreens
from the advent spiral. We
honored the kingdom of the animals, in the third week, by singing
to the newborn lambs, by making an edible wreath of rosemary,
arugula, and willow for the cows, and by studying the birds that
visit the trees that shelter our classroom as we work at our big
tables: acorn woodpeckers, sapsuckers, hummingbirds and even
a red-tailed hawk. The younger students proudly presented their
animal projects and taught us all about the local animals they had
chosen to study. And so, the three weeks leading to the shortest
day of the year were experienced deeply (and with great gratitude)
on Summerfield’s Farm by the Farm students and their teachers,
helping us to feel part of the world around us and, in the process,
becoming people of good will.
This evening—a clear night—I will
again look up at the dome of sky above
and marvel at the conjunction of the
planets, feeling the awe and wonder
of the bright guiding light in the sky. I
wish you all the strength and courage to
keep navigating the dark night of these
times, carrying a flame within you, a
brightly shining star.
• messenger • dec 2020 • 3

Frosty December On the Summerfield Farm
By Farmer Dan

spiral of light by naomi griffith, third grade

Lately, when you walk in the fields on Summerfield Farm early
in the morning, it has been sparkling and frosty, and you are
rewarded with diamonds on the soles of your shoes. A verdant
emerald green cover crop has emerged out in the fields after the
singularly heavy rain event in November, and it now stands in
stark contrast to the almost leafless, barren trees and blackberries
that have all died back and wrinkled with winter’s withering effects
around the edges of the fields. The over-wintering garlic beds
have been planted with help from Gabriel, our farm apprentice,
and his dependable crew of Farm Class helpers, then carefully
blanketed with a layer of warm rice straw to keep in the warmth
and nutrition that tends to be leached out by heavy rains and chilly
nights.
As I was walking with the third graders in the Farm cohort after
their final farming class of the block, just before the Thanksgiving
break, one of the students asked me what had happened to the
Michaelmas and Sprites Night festival this year. He wanted
to know if Waldorf schooling had changed forever and if we’d
scrapped the festival life. With the Advent Spiral dates coming up
the first week of Advent, beginning on Monday, November 30, it
was past time to spring into action and reimagine this particular
festival ritual with Covid-induced creativity if it was going to
happen. And what better place to reimagine it happening than out
on Summerfield Farm, right? So with input from all the Lower
School teachers at our final meeting before the break, we decided
to set it up outside where we could all breathe deeply and safely
in the fresh outdoor air, with masks and distancing protocols
for safety. So with the help of Ms. Pothof and Kate MacKillop,
and with donations of greens from the Graton fire department’s
Christmas tree sales trimming operation we were able to lay out
a lovely, graceful spiral of fragrant greens between the fields
under two huge oak trees and get the stumps strategically placed
for the first classes to begin walking the spiral early on the frosty
Monday morning after the break. It was glorious to be there with
the central candle resting
in a huge hurricane jar,
and the students gracefully,
confidently, and reverently
approached it to light their
candles in a fresh apple they
were holding. Then they
turned and retraced their
steps, placing their candle
in an apple on a stump en
route back to retaking their
seats for the next student to
take their turn. It was done
in such a peaceful, quiet and
respectful way, not this time
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farm classroom students made an edible wreath of rosemary, arugula,
and willow for the farm cows

in the dark of the night in the Eurythmy barn with parents and
siblings watching, but instead with the frosty fields and grazing
cows and nature spirits bearing witness, and with some classes
accompanied by gentle music from the lyre their class teacher
strummed while they walked. Almost every class participated,
from the tiniest Rosebuds to the towering seventh and eighth
graders, so it was well worth the extra effort to set it up outside
for the first time and experience a renewed way of celebrating the
inner light that Advent nurtures if we acknowledge and foster its
impulse through movement and festive imaginations. So again the
Farm and the natural world served and enriched us quite simply
and eloquently.
All year long, the land continues its spirit of giving, this time
right into the season of Advent, typically celebrated as a season
of generosity and giving, as well as of gracious receiving. It brings
to mind the story of a young boy with a rare blood disorder who
was in serious need of a blood donor. After much searching, the
doctors realized that his seven-year-old sister was a match. With
much questioning in her eyes, she said she was glad to do it for
her brother. After the transfusion—which immediately helped the
little boy—his sister asked the doctors, “How long will it be before I
die?” She had misunderstood the doctors, thinking she was giving
all her blood. Such self-giving generosity! The poet Hafiz said,
“Even after all this time the sun never says to the earth, ‘You owe
me.’ Look what happens with a love like that, it lights up the whole
sky.” As Abraham Heschel so eloquently once said, “Just to be
is a blessing. Just to live is holy.” Sometimes we just need gentle
rituals to remind us.
Meanwhile, daily life and chores go on in the farmyard and animal
pens, cages, coops and pastures. The cows have been gobbling up
the last few bushels of apples that went soft waiting to be pressed;

Christmas Thoughts ...
heading into the holy nights
By Don Basmajian, Eighth Grade Teacher
During the midnight hour of the year, the heavens
become dark in order to reveal the mystery of life.
The wisdom of many cultures and religions challenge
people to face winter’s darkness, for it is the gateway
to reality.

before and after photos... fifth grader indie blue woods made a pie from the
pumpkin farmer dan gave out to each of the children. “it was absolutely delicious!”

the duck pond got its annual pressure washing, so is spic and
span for the winter, much to the duck’s delight; and the chickens
continue to lay eggs daily, but now fewer as the daylight hours
have shortened. In case you have been laying awake wondering,
it usually takes a chicken 24 to 26 hours to form and lay an egg.
On average, chickens can lay about 276 eggs a year, depending on
the breed. They lay the most eggs the first full year after they lay
their first egg, and the second year production drops about 20%.
Carefully tended and “spoiled” chickens may lay up to 320 eggs a
year their first year. One chicken was known to lay 1232 eggs and
lived to be 12 years old! The oldest laying hen squeezed out two
eggs when she was 17 years old in Australia. On the other hand,
octopuses can lay up to 100,000 eggs, but lay eggs only just once,
at their life’s end. Of which less than 5% survive. Just sayin’.
It is time to close for the night, and I wish everyone a richly blessed
holiday season with their families. Never a night approaches
when students and families in need of support and holding and
love in our community do not come to mind, especially now as
the holiday season is upon us. For many in our beloved SWS & F
community it has been a difficult year. Throughout our country
Black Lives also especially come to mind, framed for me by the
words of June Elliot, who stated simply that “We wouldn’t have to
have Black Lives Matter if we didn’t have 300 years of Black Lives
don’t matter.” With that in mind, here are some words to ponder,
spoken by Cori Bush, a nurse, pastor, and a single mother, who
was elected the first Black woman to Congress from Missouri after
defeating a ten term congresswoman in Missouri’s 1st district:
“We have to govern from a place of love. Because I love you, I care
for you. I care that you have food to eat, a roof over your head, a
safe place to live, the healthcare you need, and the education you
deserve. My love means that I want every single person to live a
decent life.”
Again, peace-filled wishes for a safe and restful holiday season,
and the Farm looks forward to seeing you all back in the new year.
Warmly,
Farmer Dan

The dark Holy Nights are Nature’s gift. It is a time to
find balance within because the scale of our lives has
been tipped too far in the direction of fear—the fear
of disease, the fear of not having enough, the fear of
being treated unjustly, and the fear of death.
On the first of the Holy Nights, the shepherds in a dream
find their way to a stable where a mother rhythmically
rocks her newborn in her arms, so he can find balance.
This is an image of our past journey to earth.
On the last Holy Night, seers—one from Asia, one from
Africa and one from Europe—follow the golden star of
our higher being. When we discover who we really are,
we all become kings and queens in the spirit, shining
like gold. This is an image of our striving towards our
true being. This can only happen in the future when
we face the dark night of the soul.
As the Winter Solstice approaches, embrace the
darkness, and eternity will speak and guide us to do
the good work of justice and equality for all people, so
that there will be the equilibrium and peace that we
all desire.
I look into the darkness.
In it arises light.
Living light.
Who is this light in the darkness?
It is myself in reality.
This reality of my Ego
Does not enter my earth existence.
I am only an image of it.
But I shall find it again
When I—with good will for the spirit—
Shall have passed through the portal of death.
—rudolf steiner

“Throughout the year we fulfill the common tasks
and duties of daily life and, at these times of Festival,
we turn our attention to the links which bind us with
eternity. And although daily life is fraught with many
a struggle, at these times a feeling awakens within us
that above all the strife and turmoil there is peace and
harmony.”
—Rudolf Steiner, The Festivals and their Meaning
• messenger • dec 2020 • 5

The Messenger Marketplace
Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, any of the individual initiatives or services advertised in this classified
section. Advertisements are screened for appropriateness and made available to community members to use at their own discretion

Services Needed/Offered
Cashmere sweaters for sale!
Keep warm this winter with up-cycled Cashmere sweaters for the whole
family! Contact Sieglinde at 707-529-5598 or waldorfcircus@gmail.com.
Singing and Piano Instruction with Mary Beard

Create a blank slate.

An experienced teacher, a Summerfield Waldorf School founding parent
and original creator of the school’s instrumental music program. My studio
is located in Santa Rosa. Please visit my website marybeardmusicstudio.
com or contact me at marymezzo@sonic.net or 707-546-8782.

Housing
ISO house for our family of 3 (Sebastopol)
We moved here last year and have fallen in love with the area and the
people. Now looking for a house to call home with a 2nd BR for our 3-yearold daughter. 2+ BR; sunlight, nature, mold-free, bathtub. Budget: $1000$3500. Higher price point for more bedrooms/granny unit. We’re into
natural living, nutrition, yoga; respect and integrity. We’d love to be near
familes with young children interested in RIE parenting and NVC. Thank
you for your time and consideration. Sending love during this wild time.
Contact: joyrheman@gmail.com.
Rental Needed!
Our Summerfield family is looking to rent a house close to school,
or surrounding area, as soon as possible. Please contact us at:
victorianapartment@gmail.com.

Become a Waldorf Teacher.
Center
Renewaloffers
offers aa three-year,
three-year,part-time
part-timetraining
traininginin
Center for Educational Renewal
Sonoma
CA. We
We are
arededicated
dedicatedtotoinspiring
inspiringthe
thenext
nextgeneration
generation
Sonoma County, CA.
of
and become
become aacreator
creatorininthe
thefuture
futureofof
of teachers!
teachers! Find your calling
calling and
Waldorf
Waldorf Education!
We
in education
education and
andbringing
bringingthe
thedepths
depths
We are committed to social justice in
of
of Waldorf
Waldorf Education
Edcuation into the 21st Century.
Our
Spaceisis limited.
limited.
Our next
next cohort
cohort begins
begins June,
June, 2021.
2021. Space

edrenew.org

Apply Now!

Sonoma County’s #1

Solar Company
Install and Repair
CA Lic. #963158

(707) 664-6450 · www.westcoastsolarenergy.com
2975 Dutton Ave, Ste B, Santa Rosa, CA 95407

Advertise in the Messenger
Summerfield’s Messenger newsletter is published once a month
during the school year, and has a distribution list of 1,000 people!
If you are interested in advertising in the Messenger, please visit
our website at summerfieldwaldorf.org/newsletter, or email
messenger@summerfieldwaldorf.org for more information.

YOUR WEST COUNTY REALTOR ®
MY
On every closed transaction, I will make a
PLEDGE: charitable donation to SWSF.
• Estates, Unique Properties
• Acreage, Farms, Ranches
• Relocation, 1st time buyers

PROUD WALDORF
PARENT & DEVOTED
VOLUNTEER

TIMOTHY HEDGES
timothy@vanguardsonoma.com
707.696.7325 | DRE #01368460
TheHedgesGroup.com

license #02039610

The Summerfield Farm Stand...

2021-2022 Financial Assistance
for next school year is underway! Learn more at:
summerfieldwaldorf.org/admissions/financial-assistance

... remains open over the break. Stop by for farm
eggs, delicious winter vegetables, and a new
addition of Salsita at Summerfield, courtesy of
Tienda Salsita! Using Summerfield’s tomatoes
and cilantro this season, owner Kathleen (a former
Farm Camp teacher and daughter of many-year
Kindergarten teacher Erin Hallinan) has made up
this very special small batch salsa which is flying
off the shelves at the
Farm Stand. Kathleen
says, “Each jar of
Sabor de Salsita is
made with love. May
these salsas brighten
your cuisine.”

Winter Faire Vendors!
Summerfield’s Winter Faire may be on hiatus, but some of the makers who bring their
handmade and waldorf- inspired goods are still available for last-minute holiday gifts.

Sieglinde Basmajian’s Cashmere Sweaters

The Puppenstube

707-529-5598

Unique handmade Dolls
for Play and Nature
Table, Wooden Toys by
Heartwood Arts and
Buntspechte.

Angie Brown
Ceramics
Handmade mugs, bowls,
plates, and other pottery.
angiebrown.org

Peace and Plenty Farm
Certified organic saffron, walnuts,
along with preserves, pickles,
saffron infused honey and other
farm goods.
peaceplentyfarm.com

thepuppenstube.com

Sofee & Lenee ~
German Kinder
Boutique
Rainwear & natural fiber
clothing for outdoor play &
learning.
sofeeandlenee.com
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seventh graders take on the challenge
of reproducing details from masterpieces
from renaissance art

ellen french

kalea haye

tyler pool

soraya towey

evalina pratt

kalea haye
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oskari hamilton
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