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Christmas Thoughts 2021 ...
heading into the holy nights
We are conscious of the physical world
because we have developed the senses to
perceive it. If we had different organs, our
experience of the world around us would alter
our earthly reality. Imagine what it would be
like if we traded the sense of sight for a new
sense through which we could perceive data
traveling through the internet to your phone
or computer. Our everyday reality would be
different.
In ancient times the people of the world from
Africa, Europe, and Asia to the Americas
experienced the sun, the moon, the stars, the
planets and nature itself as living spiritual
beings, and they celebrated festivals during
the cycle of the year to honor their perceptions of the world of spirit.
In the age of technology and materialism, we have lost the ability to see behind the veil
of the physical world. Many celebrate the winter solstice with holidays that have become
more materialistic and void of inner content.
In our Waldorf School the children are filled with images and stories from many different
traditions as they light candles in the dark night of winter and walk the Advent Spiral.
Our High School students bring all of the children stories from
cultures around the world each week in our “Festival of Light”.
Ancient people believed that the spirit of who we strive to become
speaks into the darkness of the winter. The darkness is the
threshold through which we must be brave enough to see the deeds
and relationships we have created from the eyes of the other so
that we find the strength to walk the path towards the spirit with
compassion. Our courage to see the truth of our being will begin to
melt the ice which hardens our hearts.
If we approach the altar of “The Midnight Hour of the Year” with
reverence and humility, perhaps the stars might speak again as
they did long ago, “Peace on earth to people who have good will.”
— Don Basmajian, First Grade Teacher
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Finding Something New in the Darkness and the Light
kindergarteners kindle their light as they celebrate the festivals of the season
By Rachel McGarva, White Rose Kindergarten Teacher
As we entered fully into the cold and dark
times of the year, we began to celebrate the
Festivals of Light in the kindergarten.

limitations set upon the old ways or can
we think outside of the confines of the old
ways to create something new?

Festivals of Light are celebrated in many
lands and traditions and for the children
we speak about who carry our light
into the darkness. Even in the story of
Spindlewood, the little girl carries a wee
lantern from the Spindlewood tree, deep
underground, under the roots of an old oak
tree and through the tunnel and little door
that is opened with the magic key to enter
Mother Earth’s Kingdom. Through the
stories of Mother Earth, the children know
that light and warmth will once more come
into the world after the times of cold and
darkness and rest.

The children are not living in the space of
what ‘should’ be or what ‘used’ to be. That
is where we live as adults. They are living
in the now, especially the younger ones.
They are living day to day, moment to
moment. They don’t miss the things that
used to be, in the way that we miss those
things for them or for ourselves.
We began collecting sticks. Busy fingers
wove sun-colored finger knitting and
painted with glue and water and tissue
paper onto glass jars that would become
lights in the darkness.
Finally the night arrived. The lantern path,
lit up in the darkness, brightened the way
to our gathering spot. The children came,
holding the hands of parents or eagerly
scampering ahead, courageous in the dark.
Little sisters, big brothers, mothers and
fathers appeared, coming together as one.

This year we walked two paths with our
lights kindled: once on a lantern walk with
families and then again on the advent
spiral path with the children.

Then, we walked together into the
darkness, holding our lanterns, singing
when we could, children and parents and
teachers, a community that had been
longing to come together for many months.
“Are we really stars to the sky?” A child
asked after singing our lantern song.

Imagine, human consciousness on earth as
a star of light to the heavenly realms.
We continued on our night time path.
“Is this a dream?” Another child asked.
“Yes, I think we might be dreaming,” yet
another child answered.
The garden is known. We play there every
day. The land is known. We walk there
every day. But the darkness brought
something new, a dimension not accessed
under the light of the sun. This path
became a new path, reborn by the dark and
the kindled light and our fellowship.
This little light of mine,

I walk with my little lantern,

I’m gonna let it shine,

My lantern myself and I,

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Above the stars are shining,
On earth we are stars to the sky.

Our celebration of this bearing of the light
began this year with the lantern walk, a
freshly reimagined festival in the early
childhood realm, as the teachers dreamed
up something new to bring to the children
and families who have been yearning
to be in community. As we discussed
possibilities, we wondered: Are there
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Outdoors in the chicken-run. the teachers
prepared the spiral advent path for our
second bearing of the light, with greens
we collected on our daily walks and the
kindergarten stumps we play with every
day. On the morning of our spiral walk,
Brother Wind blew into the land with
gusto. Browned leaves tumbled down
from the oaks. Lighting the angel candle

LONG-STANDING FACULTY MEMBER RETIRES...

An Appreciation of Eric Rossin

on the center stump proved to be quite a
challenge. The children watched, quietly
waiting, not stirring on their benches. At
last, many matches later, the candle flared
and found its light, and the children began
stepping along the spiral path accompanied
by the soft music of the kinderharp.
Brother Wind was not quite finished.
Each little apple candle was lit, flickering,
unsteady in the strong, late-autumn
draught. On each stump the apple candles
blew out, but the center candle remained.
Still, the children watched without
wavering, their inner lights steady.
The expectations we hold as adults for an
event are not living in the children. They
experience the moment, hoping their
friends’ candles will also be lit at the center
candle that is flickering so mightily in the
wind.
With three
children
remaining,
the center
candle
fluttered
and went
out.
Together,
one child
and I
worked
to relight the angel candle, little hands
cupping the tender flame to keep it safe.
At last, we brought the center light back
together. The children sighed, satisfied.
In this way, all of the friends were able to
walk the green spiral path, a class woven
together with glowing light and gusty wind
and fallen leaves and patience and hope
that all of the others may be able to kindle
their own lights in their turn.

On my first day of work at Summerfield Waldorf School
and Farm way back in 2003, he had already been buzzing
around the office setting up this computer or fixing the
internet connection over there for several years. And now
the time has come for him to take the next step in his life’s
journey, and he and Summerfield will part ways—Eric
Rossin, you will be sorely missed!
Eric’s time started at Summerfield as a father in the preschool in 1998. Being
a Waldorf graduate himself, and being pretty handy with IT, he soon found
himself helping with the IT needs of the school. It wasn’t long before he
became the school’s main IT ‘guy’. Eric brought Summerfield into the modern
world, so to speak, when it came to the school’s IT infrastructure: tying
everything together on a network server (which he has recently had to upgrade
again), updating work stations with ergonomic monitors and keyboards, and
most recently upgrading our internet to a lightning fast fiber connection!
The list of tasks he’s performed is endless, but a few highlights include laying
internet cable both inside and out (and replacing it when it got chewed
through by mice), entering grades online for teachers when they needed
assistance, and resolving many a computer error by the magic of restarting the
machine. Standing by while Eric worked his magic, talking to himself as code
scrambled by on the screen, and him explaining to you what he was doing as if
you actually understood his words, is something that I personally will cherish
forever.
And we cannot neglect to mention the
period of time Eric stepped in (for many
years !) to teach math and tech in the High
School. Many may argue that his work as
a teacher in fact far outshone his work in
IT. He met the challenge of teaching with
gusto, even stepping up when needed to
take on the advisor role for the Class of 2019,
who absolutely loved Eric for his dry wit,
insightful guidance, and team-spirit. And
wait, there’s more! Eric also served on the Board and in Finance for many years,
and helped usher in a new era of fiscal sophistication for the school.
Eric has been available to me whenever and wherever, forever. When I was
attempting to enter payroll from a Belgian hostel and the VPN wouldn’t
connect: I texted Eric. When I needed a faster laptop to accommodate
upgraded software: I called Eric. When I needed to print to the printer on
campus from home during the global pandemic: I texted Eric. Morning, day
and night; weekday and weekend, Eric’s commitment to my and Summerfield’s
needs has exceeded all expectation. We all will be eternally grateful for the
committed work and effort he put in on behalf of Summerfield Waldorf School
and Farm. It truly was a labor of love. I am sure that though Eric’s formal work
relationship with Summerfield is coming to a close, the strong bonds that were
made in his roles as a father, co-worker, colleague, and dear friend will last
for many years to come. Please join me in wishing Eric the best in his future
endeavors, with gratitude and respect!
~ Andrea Trinei (Registrar and Database Manager)
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Walking the Elves Path
WINTER FAIRE 2021
Our Winter Faire was
smaller than usual
this year, but the
sentiment from
most who attended
was that it was
even sweeter than ever.
Although the planning started a bit
late, it was pulled together by a group
of dedicated Winter Fairies—Leslie
Young, Kristi Grotting-Hruzewicz, and
Tracy Saucier—BUT it was held and
supported by SO many more of our
school administration, high school
students, and parent members. Nash,
our maintenance man, was equally
tireless in his efforts. Everyone was key
in its success! Thank you all!
Special thanks to the senior class for
a delicious meal that was thoroughly
enjoyable when we got home after the
Faire! The turkey chili was sublime, with
the spices subtly flavoring every bite.
The gluten-free cornbread was perfect—
not crumbly and not too sweet. And the
salad was over the top! It was brilliant
to have the dressing with the chick
peas at the bottom and then layering
the veggies with the greens on top so
that it stayed fresh and didn’t get soggy.
This tip will pave the way for many
successful future pot-lucks we may
attend. Not to mention the great service
and warm reception! The attention to
every detail was greatly appreciated.
The gingerbread cookie kits created and
sold by Class Seven were a huge hit. The
adorable packaging, perfect decorating
kit, and home-made cookies and icing
made it so special! Unfortunately, some
“heads” may not actually have made it
home to be decorated, as they were just
too irresistible.
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Class Eight gave us a lovely choice of
refreshments, and so very sweet were
the Waldorfy toys the students donated
to the cause of delighting younger
children and earning some income for
the class! Class Eleven tantalized us with
their wide assortment of sweet homemade treats.
And the classes that were fundraising
sold out! Thank you all for supporting
our students!
While our tummies were being well
treated, our ears and hearts were also
being soothed through the musical gifts
of Jon Gonzalez, Tom Lanphar and our
very talented faculty member, Jason
Gross. The student musicians were
also a delight! Thank you Michelle for
organizing, and also to Elijah Barntsen
for sponsoring Jon!
Thank you’s go out to Class One, Two
and Three for the fun and lovely crafts
they prepared and led the children in
making, and especially to the Pratts
for providing the beeswax, pre-dipped
wicks, and amazing equipment, and
Jen Almquist and Christina Hobbs
for coordinating! Many thanks to the
Tebbutts for the beautiful trees, and to
the many parents and students for their
decorating and clean-up help, and to
all the adult volunteers who directed
traffic, navigated the entry table, worked
for AGC, made and donated gifts for the
Pocket Fairy, assisted in the school store,
and to our dear Farmer Dan, who wove a
magical web as King Winter.
The vendors and their wares were
terrific, too! We really appreciate
our talented, hard-working teachers
(Skeydrit Bähr, Angie Brown, Sieglinde
Basmajian, Kate Hammond, Stacy Ito,
Lisa Wilde), Truth Almond (past SWSF

Kindergarten and Farm Camp teacher
and famous doll-maker), Kim Shepard
(Alumni parent), and Eli Marmar (SWSF
parent, and author of Wind Quest) who
came and brought the beautiful items
that we could purchase to soon share
with our loved ones. The happiness
of just being able to get together as a
community on such a cold but sunny
winter day made our faces glow. May
the light of the beeswax
candles we dipped bring
the spirit of the season
into all our homes!
~ Leslie Young, Kristi
Grotting, Tracy Saucier
(Your Winter Fairies)

Reflections from
Comparative Religions
By America Worden, High School Teacher
Comparative Religions is the first real seminar class of the eleventh
and twelfth grade years, which means that the dialogue and content
evolves from the students’ themselves and their engagement. In Comparative Religions
the main inspiration for these dialogues is a series of guest speakers who are long-time
practitioners of a faith.
This year, the guest speakers [pictured right] were Rev. Patricia Moore, Episcopalian
Reverend at the Bishop’s ranch in Healdsburg; Charlie Korin Pokorny, Soto Zen Priest at
the Stone Creek Zen Center in Graton; Joanna Macy, a Tibetan Buddhist and root teacher
of The Work That Reconnects; Anne-Symens-Bucher, a Franciscan who founded Canticle
Farm in Oakland; Said bin Yunus [not pictured], a Sufi Imam from the Shadhiliyya community in Pope Valley; and Rabbi Irwin Keller
from Ner Shalom in Cotati. We explored themes of lineage, core beliefs, the role of human beings in the world today and in different faith
traditions, the harm caused in the name of religion, and the role of free will in belief systems/life. These are quotes from the students in
their reflections on the different speaker visits, to give you a taste of the ideas and inspirations woven into our dialogue:
“We are in a time of complete change, of change that must come. Not only
are we “becoming” into a world where our physical lives are uncertain, all
moral paths and walls of the past are crumbling and being questioned.”

“When I heard these two women [Joanna and Anne] were not of the same
faith, I was surprised but also impressed and inspired by how well they got
along, even though their beliefs were not the same.”

“I thought that letting go to have new birth is important. I have experienced
not letting go, and it is impossible to move on.”

“I was sitting in front of two people [Anne and Joanna] who have helped
make the world a better place, and I think that I could easily accept them as
a teacher if that opportunity arose.”

“I think the most important thing Pat said for me was about how humans
are created in the image of God… I’ve heard this before but I thought it more
related to the human body, not necessarily the mind. This was a pretty cool
revelation to me… the fact that God being a creator has given us a divine
gift to create.”
“One thing that Pat said that struck me was the role of doubt. When I asked
her if she ever doubted religion, I was surprised to find that her answer was
yes. It seems as though, through doubt, we can become closer to ourselves,
and to our human nature… Doubt can also help strengthen our answers, as
we have milled over different possibilities to come to a more thoughtful
and hence truthful answer.”
“The thing that stuck with me the most about Charlie was not the many
amazing teachings he had to share, not his experience of receiving
Dharma, but simply his presence. He brought this sense of rationality and
sacredness into the room…”
“The meditating not to achieve anything seemed interesting to me and as
someone who likes to be doing something, that concept was hard.”
“I have always been told, or jumped to the conclusion, that you are
supposed to feel something during meditation; the fact that it’s so open
was very revealing and uplifting to me… usually I feel as though I have to
fight my body in meditation to remain still, so maybe this will help me.”

“When [Anne] answered my question about praying, it really resonated with
me—I found it so interesting that each act every day was/is a prayer for her.”
“I appreciate [Anne’s] emphasis on reparation and forgiveness, not just in
her religion but in her everyday life. There are infinite ways of redemption,
the first step is acknowledgement. She said, “You always have the chance to
stand again, even if you’ve been in the muck, and will be again”.”
“I found Said to be one of the most interesting speakers because he
took hard stances on things and had a less open viewpoint and seemed
extremely firm and confident in his beliefs.”
“I found that some of my preconceived notions about Islam were turned on
their head by [Said’s] presentation.”
“I find it really incredible that [the Quran has] never changed. Isn’t
that something really unique! Over thousands of years it has not been
butchered by translation like so many other religions, generation after
generation preserving the text.”
“My favorite thing [Rabbi Irwin] said was, “We are the universe pretending
to be separate pieces.” It was such a beautiful way to describe the
connection between humans.”

“[Joanna’s] story of getting into Tibet was really exciting and cool. I really
enjoy stories like that that actually come from a first-hand experience and
are told face to face.”

“[Rabbi Irwin] has given me a new reverence, a new caution, for naming
“the Divine” It can be recognized, but the naming and defining of it gives
it boundaries. This gave me a sense of release, for I have always felt a little
awkward about not having words adequate enough to describe what I
believe to be divine.”

“When Joanna said, “How do you know you are not being breathed?” This
made me catch my breath… what a thought! What is breath? This magic
something that gives life. If you think of the nature of breath, what it is to
breathe, being breathed seems so right, somehow.”

“I loved Irwin saying that no matter who someone is you can always choose
to look for the little star or spark inside them and see them for that. This
will be important to me for a long time.”

“Listening to Joanna and Anne was probably one of the most captivating
and meaningful moments for me in a very long time… I could, throughout
the afternoon, just feel the passion and truth in their hearts.”

“Religion basically says that what you do matters. To all the speakers who have
come, they each said that it gave them a stronger connection to the world.”
“Everyone who has come and spoken have been such life-givers!”
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Sixth Grade Barter Market
business math in the lower school
Introduction by Kibby MacKinnon, Sixth Grade Teacher
In Waldorf Schools in the sixth grade, one of the math blocks is
typically devoted to economics, sometimes called business math.
Our study of economics started with becoming more aware of
how many people it takes to bring us what we use in our daily
lives—for example, the butter for our bread was bought and likely
brought home by a parent, sold by a checker at a store, stocked by
another store worker, driven and unloaded by a person driving a
truck, packed by other workers, churned from cream into butter
by another, the cow milked with the oversight of a
dairy worker, and the cow cared for by the farmers.
Resources of gas, electricity and time were also
needed. As we are all experiencing in our
current economy, we rely on each other
deeply to be able to get what we need and
cannot take each other for granted.
In class, we explored how our current
cooperation of human activity developed
from a self-sufficient economy, where
families and communities
gathered and grew all
they needed, to barter
economies,
which gave

“How the Barter Market started was that we
had to bring something from home that we
did not want anymore and trade it. I brought
in marbles, and made a gift certificate for
doing someone else’s school
chore, which I traded for a Screamin’
Mimi’s gift certificate, and I traded that
for a water bottle. The next day I traded
marbles for a rock, and I traded that for
someone to do my school chore. Then I
traded some marbles for a little crystal
ball and a geode and, on the last day, I
traded the geode for lessons
in how to complete a
rubix cube.
I think if we continued trading, people
would get very distracted from school
work. I think if we did continue trading
it would have to be just once a week.”
— FYNN MCBRATNEY
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communities more possibilities for trading
and could increase their prosperity, to the
money economy we have now
today.
To give the
students
a shared
experience
of an economy, we discussed a fictional story set in
the Mediterranean, where the people of the ‘goat cheese island’
started to trade with the people of the ‘wine island’, and eventually
expanded their trade to include people from the ‘corn island’.
Then trade was made even more efficient when one person took
on the role of ‘middleman’, and trading became regulated and
more predictable. We also held our own Barter Market, where
everyone could bring in items they no longer needed to trade with
one another for a week. At first trade was unregulated; then we
discussed what we needed to put into place to make things fair.
Students also interviewed their families and kept a “Time Account”
of hours worked towards supporting the household, to get a sense
of what it takes to do so, and how altruistic parents and adults have
to be towards their children. Through these experiences, we learned
first-hand how cooperation and the exchange of goods needs to be
justly ordered, and what math we need to learn to do so, because a
just order demands a conscientious and fair compensation.
Following are several excerpts from the sixth graders’ reflections
on our Barter Market, along with various ‘puppets’ made by the
class to enact the barter system.

“The development of our
market was interesting.
The first day it didn’t really
work out. Most people didn’t really
know what to trade. On the second day,
it was more organized: people had
thought of more ideas for items
to trade. To ensure nothing too
valuable was brought in and
given up, the rule was made that
nothing over 10 dollars in regular
money could be brought in. To
trade books, they had to be
sixth-grade appropriate.
Everything consumable
had to be homemade.
Baked goods became very
popular. I admit the baker
prospered more than those
who traded for a consumable.
I learned my lesson when

I traded
a lovely
rock for a
brownie.
Meanwhile
my old desert
rose rock turned
out to be a sensation,
traded no less than four times throughout the class. I
heard another case of another brownie being traded
for a yoyo. Meanwhile, the baker of the brownies had
given the yoyo to her brother, who was very happy
with it.
Some people ignored the rules. It was, again, the
baking. If they had been selling their baked goods
instead of trading them, of course they would have
charged more than 10 dollars for the entire batch.
So, naturally, when anyone wanted a baked good
they would trade whatever they had, so the bakers
prospered unfairly by ignoring the regulations.
Then people began to run out of things. Say a person
who traded a rubix cube for a crystal then traded the
crystal for two muffins. The muffins were so good
that the person ate them both,
one at snack, one at lunch.
Then that person had to try
and think of something else
to trade.
And it kept going. Then, for
example, someone traded a
small laser for a gift certificate of
doing your school chores for a week, and then the gift
certificate was traded for a chocolate chip cookie. And
then the person had nothing.

“Our class was invited
to bring in small
items from home that
you would be willing to
trade. Not everyone
remembered to
bring something
in on the first day, so
only a few people got to trade.
The next day, most people
remembered to bring something
in. People began talking about it during
recess and doing trades
outside of trading time.
A few days later, some
regulations were made.
I liked the trades I made
because I traded for
things I wanted with things somebody
else wanted, so it all worked out.
Sometimes, regulations weren’t
followed. This made trades less even.
I think, overall, the people who made
sweets had the most prosperity
because they had many objects, and
people who traded with them had one
cookie that would be gone in a day.
All in all, I think it went pretty well; there were no
major disasters. I think it would be pretty chaotic if we
continued to trade in our class. It would be distracting,
and people might start comparing items, and it would
be the talk of the class. I do think it might be fun, but I
just don’t think it would work out.”
— FÄEWYN WHEALDON

Eventually, the people who were left with nothing
because they had traded their items for consumables,
made an effort and
(mostly) scrambled
together again.”
— DAPHNE GOWER
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The Twelfth Grade ‘History Through Architecture’ Block
LOCAL ARCHITECT (AND SUMMERFIELD GRANDPA) GUEST TEACHES THE SENIOR CLASS

TWELFTH GRADE STUDENTS SKETCHING IN FRONT OF THE ‘DOORS OF PARADISE’, GRACE CATHEDRAL

Fourth Street. Another
notable place is a
low-income housing
project on Seventh
Street just off of
Mendocino where Jon
and his wife Elizabeth
painted a five-story
mural themselves
after funding was cut
to include a mural
on the building. Jon
is a former Waldorf
teacher, Summerfield
alumni parent, current
grandparent (and my
Dad!). He gave this
class to the school as a
volunteer in this very
lean year, and we are
so grateful!
The seniors took a journey through
architecture from ancient funeral mounds
and monoliths, past the pyramids,
churches, temples and monuments of
antiquity, to the museums, libraries and
skyscrapers of the present time. Students
read from Christopher Alexander’s A
Timeless Way of Being about principles
of design that are humanistic as well as
response-able to their time and place.
Students explored using space and design
for specific themes by designing their own
monuments, columns and alphabets.
Throughout the course, the class considered
how buildings have
woven together
physical needs
with patterns
of movement,
government,
religious and
cultural beliefs as
well as technological
innovation. One of
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the themes was
the evolution of
buildings from
locally available
materials to
globally available
materials, and how
that has changed
the look and feel of
cities through time,
as well as altered
our sense of connection to each other, and
our places, and possibly ourselves.
Throughout, Dad brought his deep
experience and love for architecture,
including many curious
details and side stories
about architects and
buildings.

SITE PLAN FOR STUDENTS’ HOUSE DESIGNS

The history portion of
the class culminates
with a trip to downtown
San Francisco to walk
through time from one
historically or culturally

melisa ramirez ercilla

This fall, local
architect Jon
Worden guesttaught the senior
class for their
History through
Architecture block.
Jon specializes in
high density urban
housing, but over
his career has also
designed urban
plans, chapels,
libraries, and many
single family homes throughout California
and abroad. You can see examples of
his work in the Esprit Building in San
Francisco and, more locally, in Santa Rosa
at the Jennings Court and Monte Vista
apartments, the renovation of the Old
Courthouse and an eight story housing
complex currently under construction
across from Cancer Survivor’s Park on

MURAL AT SEVENTH & MENDOCINO, SANTA ROSA

melisa ramirez ercilla

By America Worden, High School Teacher

home design preparatory sketch by cruz leras

cruz leras

significant building to the next, getting
inspired by real spaces and exhausted by
the many hills. Throughout the trip this
year, the flock of wild parrots that live on
Telegraph Hill seemed to be following us,
from the Embarcadero where we arrived
by ferry to Washington Square and down
the Filbert steps.

SUMMERFIELD IS HAPPY TO
ANNOUNCE ...

Our New Development
Director: Eric Singer!
farranika barnum

The final two weeks were spent combining
all of these ideas with students’ own self
expression to create basic floor plans and
paper models of a 1000-square-foot house
for themselves. This exercise brings home
to students how many different disciplines
are combined into the field of architecture.
They also get to see and recognize each
other’s sense of space and aesthetics
through their buildings, which end up
being a sort of self-portrait in the built
environment.

vivianne dean

theo mackinnon

Eric is a mission-driven development
professional with varied fundraising
experience supporting the arts,
social service, and education. He is
excited to bring his skill and passion
for our work at Summerfield to
growing and diversifying our
philanthropy program.
Most recently, Eric worked as a
senior marketing consultant with
Sonoma Media Investments. His
other noted employers include
Green Music Center at Sonoma
State University, San FranciscoMarin Food Bank, and Jewish Family
& Children’s Services. Eric is also a
father in our school community—
he has two children, Lionel in Fourth
Grade and Oona attending Red Rose
Kindergarten.

melisa ramirez ercilla

zhumabek leuzinger
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Over 700 of our 2022 Summerfield Waldorf Wall Calendars have flown off
the shelves in the last month, mostly to Waldorf schools all over the U.S.
and abroad… Have you gotten yours?

Restarting Aftercare
The Lower School is looking for a
Lead Aftercare Provider in order
to restart LS Aftercare.
Please see the employment
section on our website for
details and how to apply:
summerfieldwaldorf.org/
employment/lead-aftercareprovider

The Lunch Program
is Coming Back!

It’s the Perfect Gift!
The best outreach and enrollment work in a Waldorf school is done by us,
the parent community. Do you have a friend or work colleague you could
introduce to Summerfield with the gift of our beautiful Wall Calendar?
This concise illustration of what
is so special about Waldorf
education makes a perfect gift.
These are the ‘pictures worth
a thousand words’ to show to
curious relatives, or to explain
our school to intrigued work
colleagues—a gorgeous calendar
to adorn the wall of any kitchen,
home office or workspace.

Waldorf

WALL CALENDAR

2022

See samples and purchase
calendars on our website as gifts to start off a brand-new year!
SUMMERFIELDWALDORF.ORG/2022WALLCALENDAR

A Parent Writes…
“… the Waldorf Wall Calendar has been a staple in my home for many, many
years, even before my children had attended Summerfield. I was gifted
a Calendar some years back, and it hung over my child’s wooden table,
ushering in the months with beauty and light. I actually believe that this very
Calendar may have been one of the major magnetic pulls that drew me to the
school. A simple yet rich part of our routine is flipping the pages monthly, and
marking the seasons as the images always so perfectly reflect the rhythms
and cycles that we so rely upon in this method of teaching.
I’m the first to use my iCalendar and would be lost without it, but there
simply is no replacement for a real Calendar. My daughter loves to mark
the days and wait for those special occasions—constantly checking as her
birthday comes close. We also love to recycle the Calendars and make cards
from the pictures to share with loved ones. Just like with beeswax candles
and homemade crafts, where would we be without this gift that comes from
the talents of our own students and enhances our community?
So let’s support this beautiful creation and annual gift so lovingly crafted for
our school!”
~ Anonymous Second Grade Parent

Please look out for an update and
an announcement when we get
back from Winter Break. We are
in the process of hiring a crew,
making menus, and getting the
kitchen ready to serve healthy
lunches to grades One-Twelve,
faculty and staff after mid-January.
We are hoping to make payment
easier and unfortunately will not
be selling lunches the day of. All
lunches must be pre-ordered and
pre-paid. The farm produce will be
used as much as possible. There
will be gluten-free and dairy-free
options. The menu will be posted
soon. Thanks for your patience!
~ Ronni Sands, Lunch Program
Supervisor
P.S. I am presently looking for a
server/dishwasher for M, T, W, F.
Send letter of interest to ronni@
summerfieldwaldorf.org.

SoCo Acts of Kindness
... is an organization providing
resources and assistance to the
unsheltered in Sonoma County.
Parents Cristina Hobbs (Class
2) and Jen Almquist (Class 1)
organized a successful drive for
donations to support Sonoma
County Acts of Kindness. A warm
thank you to all who donated!

The Messenger Marketplace
Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, any of the individual initiatives or services advertised
in this classified section. Advertisements are screened for appropriateness and made available to community members to use at their own discretion.

Classes/Events
Spacial Dynamics
A weekly adult movement class for wellbeing and soul nourishment, held
near the school in an outdoor space. Friday afternoons 4pm - 5.15 pm.
Classes begin Friday Jan 7, 2022. Drop in available - suggested donation
$20 per session. 7 class session - Sliding scale: $220 - $160. For more
information please contact Kate Hammond 2katehammond@gmail.com or
707-481-9132.

Services Needed/Offered
Singing and Piano Instruction with Mary Beard
An experienced teacher, a Summerfield Waldorf School founding parent
and original creator of the school’s instrumental music program. My studio
is located in Santa Rosa. Please visit my website marybeardmusicstudio.
com or contact me at marymezzo@sonic.net or 707-546-8782.
String Instruments of All Kinds for Sale and Rent
Rick Concoff Violins serving Sonoma County and Summerfield for over 30
years. Call: 707-477-9196.
Parent, Child and Teen Life Coaching
Teens!!! Learn more about “Peer Mentoring”. Rick Concoff, Ma
707-477-9196. rickconcoff.com.

707.695.7000
amee@vanguardsonoma.com
DRE #01418087

Restock of Salsa at the Farm Stand!
Tienda Salsita’s salsa is freshly stocked at the
Farm Stand... and they’ve added some of their
Classic Packs for the
holidays too for folks
to pick up! :)
Owner Kathleen says,
“Each jar of Sabor de
Salsita is made with
love. May these salsas
brighten your cuisine.”

2022-2023 Financial Assistance

WALDORF TUTOR

I’m a 2017 Summerfield graduate with
years of experience tutoring Waldorf
students from first grade through high
school levels. I specialize in reading
comprehension, writing skills, and
history. I help with main lesson book
content, essays, research reports, and
grammar basics. I also teach creative
writing, journalism, college application
essays, and SAT prep. Homeschool
curriculum available upon request.

Bronwyn Simmons
Email: bronwyns@sonic.net
Phone: (845) 517-7983
Rate: $45/hour
Available online or in-person.
Can meet outdoors.

for next school year is underway! Learn more at:
summerfieldwaldorf.org/admissions/tuition-assistance.
Deadlines: January 14, 2022 for all prospective 9th
graders; February 18, 2022 for all other grades

Advertise in the Messenger
Summerfield’s Messenger newsletter is published once a month
during the school year, and has a distribution list of 1,000 people!
If you are interested in advertising in the Messenger, please visit
our website at summerfieldwaldorf.org/newsletter, or email
messenger@summerfieldwaldorf.org for more information.
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• CANDLE PAINTINGS BY THE THIRD GRADE •

TOP (L-R):
BOTTOM (L-R):

LILY HARPER; ELLE BROGAN; ELSIE DAKIN; MATTHEW MURPHY
VALIK STAMMER; NOELLE ALBERIGI; ASPEN REVALLO; BARRET BOLIN

