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Winter Faire
WITH A WARM WINTER SPIRIT, WE INVITE THE SUMMERFIELD WALDORF SCHOOL &
FARM COMMUNITY TO COME TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE THE MAGIC OF THE SEASON!
At this year’s Winter Faire, we will be
offering an Elves Workshoppe trail where
children can engage in seasonal crafts,
where parents shop for handmade gifts
made by our community members, and
where there will be entertainment for all
(plus special surprises)!
To limit crowding, there are separate
shifts of Faire attendance in 3 distinct time
slots: 11am; 12:30pm; and 2pm. This is to
create a flow of attendees in and out of the
event, which will allow for greater social
distancing and hopefully alleviate parking
issues.

We are limiting tickets to Summerfield
families, but our families can purchase
tickets for one non-Summerfield family
to join them: if you have an idea about a
prospective family, please bring them along!
Adults are free, and children’s tickets are
$10 each and include crafts. Tickets are only
available in advance through Eventbrite, and
only through the link that was sent out Nov
23 and will go out again next week. Look for
the email from ‘Winter Faire Fairies’.

Student fundraising activities at the Faire:
•

the twelfth grade will be offering a
pre-packaged meal to take home;

•

the eleventh grade will be hosting the
Sweet Shoppe;

•

the eighth grade will be offering
hot drinks, wreathes, and a market;

•

and the seventh grade will be offering
pre-packaged Gingerbread Cookie Kits
to make at home.

JOIN US FOR SUMMERFIELD’S WINTER FAIRE, DECEMBER 11, 2021.
PLEASE REGISTER SOON AS SPACE IS LIMITED!

Celebrating El día de Los Muertos
a time to remember our loved ones
who have crossed the threshold

CONTENT FROM THE MUSEUM OF
INTERNATIONAL FOLK ART WEBSITE

By Isabel Vallejo, Spanish Teacher
blowing out the
match was a little
challenging this
year!). Students
shared drawings,
names and special
memories of their
loved ones, and
the harp music
played again as
they walked out to
their classroom in
the rain.

This is not a sad day; it is a time for
remembering and rejoicing. It is believed
that the souls of the dead return to their
families for a day’s visit and are received
and welcomed as honored guests.
November 1, 2021, felt very special this
year for Summerfield School and Farm.
After two years without celebrating in our
school this beloved tradition, the ofrenda
was set up again in Sophia Hall ready to
hold the pictures of our loved ones who
passed away to remember and honor them.
Instead of an all-school assembly,
individual classes
visited the ofrenda.
Students were
welcomed to
the ofrenda by
beautiful harp
music by seventh
grade student Chloe
Sierra.
They placed their
pictures silently in
the ofrenda, and a
class representative
lit a candle to
represent the
whole class (but
2 • messenger • nov 2021 •

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
DÍA DE LOS MUERTOS

Our school ofrenda
was decorated,
among other elements, with paper garlands
made by the fourth grade class, papel
picado skulls cut out by the fifth grade and
origami butterflies folded by the sixth grade
class. According to the Aztec, the spirits
of the dead would return as butterflies
and, nowadays, Mexicans in Michoacán
state welcome the arrival of the monarch
butterflies in their annual migration each
November. They believe the butterflies bear
the spirits of their departed ancestors to be
honored during El día de los Muertos.
Students learned about this tradition
during Spanish class. In each of the grades
students recited
poems, sang
songs, listened
to legends about
the cempasúchil
and monarch
butterflies, and
created clay skulls.
A huge thank you to
all who helped and
participated and
especially to Choe
for her beautiful
music!
ofrenda by naomi griffith

Within the cycle of Mexican
festivals, Día de los Muertos
festivities are among the most
important. Anthropologists believe
the Day of the Dead to be the
oldest surviving celebration in the
Americas, with roots deep in PreColumbian world of Mesoamérica
and intertwined with European
beliefs and traditions brought
over by the Spanish conquerors
in 1519. Death is not regarded as a
termination, but a culmination of
the life cycle and as an entrance
into another realm in which earthly
aspects are recreated. Life and
death, or paired oppositions—
duality, is one of the basic
structural religious principles of
Mesoamérican religious thought.
Dating back more than 3,000 years,
various Mesoamérican cultures
held similar beliefs towards
death and the afterlife. They also
practiced similar funerary and
commemorative rituals for their
dead. Foremost, they conceived
death as an integral part of life. The
duality of creation and the universe
was the central axis of their belief
system. Everything was inexorably
tied to its opposite; thus, life was
seen as death and death as life. As
a matter of fact, life was viewed
mostly as a dream, a short passage
to real life. In a poem written in the
late 1400s, Netzhualcoyotl, the ruler
of the ancient Mexican city-state of
Texcoco, explores this metaphor:
I, Nezahualcoyotl, ask the question
Do we truly live on Earth?
We are not forever on Earth:
We are only here a little while.
Even jade fractures,
Even gold shatters,
Even the plumage of a quetzal tears.
We are not forever on Earth:
We are only here a little while.

All in all, the honoring of the dead,
as well as a cult of death, played
a prominent role throughout
Mesoamérica.

winter faire
Winter Faire is our gift to the
children, and the success of this
event depends on volunteers!

Ultimately, over the last 500 years,
through diverse manifestations,
the combination of Christian and
indigenous beliefs and practices
contributed to the evolution of Día
de los Muertos as we know it today.
Día de los Muertos is one of the
most important annual celebrations
in Mexico and in communities in the
United States from coast to coast
where there are Méxicanos, Mexican
Americans and Chicanos who
identify with their cultural heritage.
In Mexico, the building of an altar
with its accompanying ofrenda
is a tradition that is practiced
primarily by indigenous groups, and
working class Mestizos, as well as
urban intellectuals and artists who
recognize their “Indian” roots and
pay homage to that heritage.

A committee has been formed,
consisting of Leslie Young (myself),
Kristi Hruzewicz, Tracy Saucier, Sarah
Hill and Michelle Bovard (first two
are volunteers; the others are admin
personnel), and we have started
meeting.

Preparation for Día de los Muertos
festivities begin in mid-October
and continue through to the two
days of the fiesta, November 1:
All Saints Day, and November 2:
All Souls Day. On November 1,
children are honored and adults on
November 2. For these dates, altars
are erected in homes and/or Day of
the Dead community events in the
U.S., and people make special visits
or pilgrimages to the cemetery.
Ofrendas or altars are decorated
with photographs of the deceased,
marigold flowers or cempasúchil
(sem-pah-soo’-cheel), petate mats,
candles, personal mementos, pan
de muerto, papel picado (paper cutouts), miniature toys, food, water,
salt, and kopal incense (a resinous
incense).

The Faire will all be taking place at the
back (west side) of the campus, next to
the Farm in the Art-Tech rooms and the
“deck” (i.e. overhang area) outside them,
the circus tent, and other large tents
in the vicinity. A limited number of
wonderful vendors, rich entertainment,
delicious to-go meals & sweet treats,
along with three children’s craftmaking opportunities will be featured.
The craft-making activities are the
popular dipped beeswax candle, a
lovely woolen angel, and a decorative
candle-holder (in clay or wood).

ofrenda by fourth grade student

Winter Faire 2021
planning has
begun!

The date of the Faire will be Saturday,
December 11, and the hours are 11am3:30pm.
We’re promoting a smaller, more
distanced event this year, mostly out of
doors or in rooms which have natural
ventilation. Masks will, of course, be
worn, and vendors will be required to
show proof of vaccination or a clear
test.

Class 1 is taking on the candle-dipping
booth, and Class 2 will lead the
decorative candle-base making, and
Class 3 will guide the third (angel) craft.
Older students can help guide younger
students. Experienced helpers who
have taught this craft before, will also
train and help out.
Class 7 will sell to-go packs of
gingerbread cookies & decoration.
Class 12 will be cooking and selling a
take-home meal, and pre-packaged
home-made baked goods will be
offered as well by Class 11.

High School students will receive
community service credit for set-up
and clean-up, so we’re counting on
having a strong work force in those
areas, though it would be good to have
some adult supervisors to direct their
energies.
We are soliciting small inexpensive
crafted items which the Pocket Lady
can offer for a donation, with all money
raised going to the AGC. So great would
be a little golden walnut half, filled
with beeswax and a wick; a tiny acorn
gnome head; a pipe cleaner fairy doll;
etc.—something made by hand & heart!
We’re also recruiting volunteers for:
King Winter & the AGC Pocket Fairy
(costumes available); and Entertainers.
Since we have no puppet show or circus
performance this year (due to lack of
rehearsal/prep in Covid-times), we are
creating a stage in the circus tent with
a line-up of merry performers. So far,
we have booked some student choral
singing and instrumental offerings, a
guitarist/singer, possibly a skit or two,
and a story-teller.
But we need more acts! Would any of
you like to put on a little show? (child
appropriate, of course) Would you
sing, dance, recite a poem, do Waldorf
stand-up comedy (haha)? Please
contact Michelle Bovard michelle@
summerfieldwaldorf.org with any
suggestions or offers to participate.
Please contact Kristi or me if you’d like
to help with our festival! It’s one of the
aspects of our community that make
it so inspiring. Even if you’re not an
“organizer”, you could assist greatly by
just doing a volunteer shift on the day.
A sign-up sheet will go out soon.
Warmly, Leslie
Leslie Young (lesnsons@sonic.net)
& Kristi Grotting
(kristi.grotting@gmail.com)
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~ In Memoriam ~

BELOVED LONG-TIME SWSF TEACHER & COLLEAGUE …

George Herschkowitz

November 1, 1950–November 8, 2021

In 2002, we received a one-page resume for a Math teacher which was handwritten using calligraphy.
Things got even more interesting when George arrived on campus with a fresh, crisp captain’s hat
on. We later learned that the hat was part of George’s commitment to be ‘captain of his soul’ (from
William Ernest Henley’s Invictus poem). He made decisions and choices about his lifestyle that were
not typical—and he stood by them.
Born into communist Hungary, at the age of five George and his parents walked through minefields
to cross the Austrian border and into the West. Later, growing up on the streets of Philadelphia,
George was a sports fan and a serious soccer player. He taught soccer classes at Summerfield. He
avidly followed his favorite sports teams: the Philadelphia Phillies, the Philadelphia Eagles and the U.S.
women’s soccer team. George and Mimi’s summer trips to the Jersey shore on Amtrak became legend
as he chronicled his adventures, delays and mishaps in our opening school assembly each August.
Somehow, he always wove these into a theme for us for the year, such as “trusting that things are happening the way they need to happen.”
George came to Summerfield from Kimberton Waldorf School after teaching Math there for eleven years. He had already been working with
Anthroposophy for thirty years, since his early 20’s, when his interest in the Grail led him to a bookstore where he found Rudolf Steiner’s
book “An Outline of Occult Science”. That night, he read the entire book, and did not sleep at all! A lifelong student, George earned college
degrees in Math, Sociology, Waldorf Education and Computer Science. He was a programmer at Unisys for seven years before teaching at
Kimberton. By then, George and Mimi had begun their 41 years of marriage, a life together that included many adopted children.
A colleague, Naydra Kauwe, who recently experienced George as a teacher in the Center for Educational Renewal program, wrote that,
“Sparks flew when George spoke in Projective Geometry. He drew from his entire life experience and brought stories and philosophy as well
as mathematical insights. We knew we were hearing something important and struggled to catch the nuances.”
Over the years, George served on the College, on the High School Core Group, and piloted a high school teacher education program. As a
colleague, he listened very carefully to concerns and conflicts without judgement. Without taking sides or becoming personal, he would
often suggest paths that everyone recognized as appropriate and could accept.
George lived his life on his terms, accepting the consequences of his decisions without regret or complaint. He managed to live in the present
moment. His life, his being, was formed and defined over time by his conscious, considered choices. In this way, he practiced freedom.
~ Invited contribution by Beth Weisburn

George’s Influence...
By Beth Weisburn, after conversations with students
George told students that he had struggled with the decision of
with Platonic Solids, continues with Sacred Geometry and Conic
whether to become a teacher or a comedian. Along with a keen
Sections in tenth grade, and Projective Geometry in eleventh.
sense of humor, what came across most strongly in the classroom
Through compass and straightedge constructions, students delve
was George’s striking presence. Here was someone who allowed,
into relationships in form and movement.
even invited everyone to really be themselves. Even though George
On ‘special days’, George incorporated themes such as balance,
mostly lectured in his teaching, students report that his classroom
friendship, fact vs. truth, and related them to geometry through
was a space for real engagement. They felt that their questions
the Greeks, the school of Chartres, and the philosophers. In a
were being answered by George. In main lessons especially,
‘famous’ example, he brought that the secret of life is “A wet
George brought things that he had thought about deeply. As
bird never flies at night”. Or, in George’s words, “Everything is
a result, students actually experienced
an inflection point.” The gems of George’s
participating in a discussion in the classroom
GOLDEN SPIRAL FROM ‘SACRED GEOMETRY’
distilled wisdom often became seeds for
even, if sometimes, it was perhaps a silent
students, perhaps to be better understood in
interchange. They felt seen by George.
five, or thirty, years.
After he joined the faculty, George taught a
Students worked to create their own “Geometry
series of Geometry main lessons, which have
Book” with constructions, essays and artwork in
become the cornerstone of the Math program
which they experienced that it was appropriate
at Summerfield. It begins in eighth grade
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to engage in any way that they chose. George instructed them to
write what they heard and what they thought about it. There were
no wrong answers, but students developing their own perspectives.
Some books were more artistic, and others more literary and
still others were more of a mathematical exploration. This was a
journey towards personal responsibility, and self-discovery. It was
an opportunity for students to find a relation between their inner
thought life and the world around them both past and present.
Maia Kobabe, a 2007 graduate, writes,
“I remember when I shadowed at
Summerfield as an eighth grader I
got to sit in on a Sacred Geometry
class with George and it was one of
things that made me want to attend
Summerfield. I also remember him
showing some photocopied pages
from past year’s Sacred Geometry
books and saying to myself “I will
make a book good enough that
George wants to photocopy pages
to show to future classes.”

METAMORPHOSIS
‘CONIC SECTIONS’

[PICTURED: ILLUSTRATIONS FROM
MAIA KOBABE’S GEOMETRY BOOK]

And from Alex Forsythe, class of 2010:
“The man, the myth, the legend.
There are so many people walking
the world today who owe large
parts of themselves and the
foundation of their being to this
man. He held so many of us as
we clumsily found our way into
the world, our place within it,
and amongst each other. If you
were lucky enough to bask in his
grounded calm, to soak up just a
hint of the wisdom and knowledge
amassed within him, you can’t help
but feel grateful for each morsel he
gifted you, each piece of him that
you now carry with you today.”

VON STAUDT’S THEOREM
‘PROJECTIVE GEOMETRY’

In the midst of the pandemic, George
not only reinvented his course
delivery so that it could be received
by students remotely via Zoom,
he also created a new “Evolution
of Consciousness” course for the
QUADRILATERAL TILING
‘PROJECTIVE GEOMETRY’
eleventh grade, returning to his early
interest in Grail themes. During the same year, he was invited
to lead a study of perhaps his favorite book, “The Philosophy
of Spiritual Activity” by Rudolf Steiner, for interested faculty
colleagues. We saw George’s tattered, much-read (40 times!) and
highlighted copy and heard the fruits of his life’s work.
In these interactions with colleagues and students at Summerfield,
George was original. He listened carefully, formed his own
perspectives, and stood by them with dignity. We are fortunate to
have experienced his striving to be the “captain of his soul”.

GEORGE’S WORDS TO THE CLASS OF 2021
AT THEIR GRADUATION CEREMONY LAST JUNE
Welcome all, and a special welcome
to dear Seniors. As I look back on your
Summerfield education, and especially
on the times that we had together, I
look back on somewhere between 17
and 21 special days. Let’s start with
the first 5 days of Sacred Geometry,
they were all special, and then after
that, in our Geometry journey: in
Sacred Geometry, in Conic Sections,
and Projective Geometry… about one
special day per week.
And then I had the opportunity to speak to you on two
special themes: in the Topics Class in the first trimester, we
talked about karma in relationship to ‘freedom’, ‘chance’,
and ‘determinism’, we spoke about karma. And then, in the
Senior Seminar, I was able to speak to you on the theme of the
Threefold Social Order. And I also had a very special privilege of
teaching to you two classes that I have never taught before and
I may never teach again. In thirty years of teaching, you’re the
only class that I had the opportunity to have a five-week Main
Lesson on the Evolution of Consciousness through Richard
Wagner’s music dramas Lohengrin and Parsifal. And then, I had
the opportunity, just very recently, to do Waldorf Week. Both
of those are special with your class. And then I also had the
opportunity, through the generosity of Bob and Jason, to be a
student with you in the blocks on Africa and Faust.
So I have had a chance to be a student and a teacher with you,
and now looking back on it all, I will say, that your eyes have
been opened… your eyes have opened to the beauty in the
world and also to the suffering in the world, and now you stand
at a threshold. This moment of graduation is a rite of passage:
it is a rite of passage from having teachers and being taught…
to being teachers and teaching, to your path in self-education.
But most importantly, it is a transition, a rite of passage from
having been guided by your teachers, your parents, your
friends, your community… to being guided directly out of the
spiritual world itself.
So you are now being called, you are called every one of you—
individually, personally—to find your own spiritual teachers.
And each of course, in your own independent, unique, special
way. This access to the spiritual world, this appeal to your
spiritual teachers is, in this greatly troubled world, the only real
path to health, to healing, to inner freedom and… to spiritual
selfless love and devotion and service to the world.
So ask your spiritual teachers to guide you, to guide you
inwardly on your path to your own higher, true self, to guide
you on your path to the spiritual experience of inner freedom,
and to guide you in life to inner initiative, initiative born of
insight, born of courage, with a strong, powerful free will.
So ask them to guide you, and you will hear them speak to
you in your own heart and in your own voice. Your spiritual
teachers will guide you in your own heart and in your own
voice. So step across the threshold… find your personal,
individual, direct connection to the spiritual world and
answer the call, the call that resounds to you personally and
individually in the words “Find your spiritual teachers”.
And with those words, and with that call, “Find your spiritual
teachers”, I bid you farewell. I love you guys.
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Glimmer Lantern Glimmer
the rosebuds anticipate and
experience the lantern walk
By Catherine Schlager, Rosebud Teacher
Imagine a not-quite starlit
night but one with dappled
clouds floating eastward as the
last amber rays of sunshine
glow radiantly in the western
sky. Imagine, too, the postharvest fields of flowers and
vegetables on the farm, with
their dark and shadowy
silhouettes in the dusky
twilight. Picture fifteen or so
three- and four-year-olds,
along with their parents and
siblings, journeying along the
farm pathways, lanterns in hand, singing sweet seasonal melodies
that tell of guarding the light within as the time of cold and
darkness comes to the land. The songs’ lyrics have always touched
my heart, as they capture the innocence and magic of this time in a
child’s life and express the delight we can find in the ever-present
dance of seasonal change that this earthly existence gifts us with.
Consider these stanzas:
Glimmer lantern glimmer

Glimmer lantern glimmer

Little stars a-shimmer

Little stars a-shimmer

Over meadow, moor and dale

Over rock and stock and stone

Flitter flutter elfin veil

Wander tripping little gnome

Pee-wit pee-wit rick-a-tick-a-tick

Pee-wit pee-wit rick-a-tick-a-tick

Roo-coo roo-coo

Roo-coo roo-coo

The Rosebud children spent the past two weeks preparing for
our Lantern Walk. Each one made a home for a spark from one
of Father Sun’s last autumn
rays. We knew that every
spark needed to be guarded
well, so we chose sturdy glass
jars. Beauty was important,
as it always is, so we covered
our jars with glowing colors
of orange, golden yellow
and red. The little candle we
placed inside sat ready for the
spark that was to come on our
Lantern Walk night.
Our finger-knitted handles
6 • messenger • nov 2021 •

(which proved
to be a bit less
sturdy than we had
hoped for, but we
managed even so)
were secured with
two criss-cross
applesauce knots.
So much of the
joy and depth that
surrounds our
yearly festivals lies
in the anticipation
of the event. We
create and imagine,
we hear stories and craft the physical trappings that symbolize
profound truths. Then the evening arrives and, even with or
because of the simplicity of the occasion, it holds its magical
sway over us as we experience a deep resonance with the stories
we hear, the songs we sing. Yes, the days are getting shorter and
colder and wetter; true, the nights are longer and darker and
perhaps even frosty. And yet, we hold the light within our hearts.
Our little lanterns, so bright and valiant, remind us of our place
in the scheme of things, of our humanity, our vulnerability, and
the place that courage holds in our lives. As adults—parents and
teachers—the reality of this has never been more true than now
and, for the children, they feel the soul quality of these moments
in the hearts of the loving grown-ups who surround them in their
young lives. It is easy to appreciate that the seasonal rhythms that
mark the turning of the year actually build physical forces within
the growing child. The children are called into a place of greater
strength as we model for them what it means to step with fortitude
and intention into the future which is, always, unknown. We
pledge to co-create a world of light and goodness and care. Into
this world, our dear children will grow and thrive.
As we walk together, in community, we each hold our own
metaphysical lantern with its very individual yet archetypal spark.
The words of our final song float on the cool evening breezes:
I go with my little lantern
My lantern goes with me.

The light grows dim

In heaven the stars are shining

We must go in—

On earth shines my lantern for me.

La bimba la bamba la bim hoo-hoo

O lantern bright, you shine tonight

La bimba la bamba la bim.

For all the world to see
For all the world to see.

May we all find our unique spark of inner light and, so inspired,
create the spaces full of imagination and possibility for our little
ones to step into as their lives unfold. Their open and expectant
faces, beaming in the autumn gloaming, certainly call out in us the
very best that we have to give.

After the Rain
By Saskia Pothof, Farm Classroom Teacher
After the atmospheric river blessed Sonoma County with much needed rain, the farm class
worked from home for a day. One of my students wrote a poem about his experience of hiking
in the hills which, one year ago around this time, had been burned by a wildfire that only
narrowly missed destroying his home. His beautiful poem inspired us to do a collaborative
painting, “After the Rain”, when we returned to school. The older farm class students imagined
the dark storm clouds receding, revealing a rainbow arcing over the green hills, while the
younger students painted the rolling hills with cloud shadows and sunlight highlighting the
newly sprouted grass.

collaborative painting by farm classroom students

After the Rain
Rainy wet leaves
Dripping water,
New green growth.
Life returning to the mountain side.
Nice smells all around me,
Relief flooding into me.

We have been measuring and recording the precipitation every week in the rain gauge we
installed on the farm, adding up the inches and fractions of inches of rain each week during our

— PARKER PHILP, AGE 10

arithmetic block. One chilly November morning, Farmer Gabriel and a few farm class students built a fire pit and started a small bon fire
and, each morning since, we have been able to warm ourselves around a fire before setting about our day of work on the farm. The next
day we drew and later painted fire, and had a small flame burning on our table, a beeswax candle that we lit after we learned of George
Herschkowitz’ passing. I realized, with gratitude, that we are reconnecting with fire, appreciating the warmth and light it brings, and
associating the smell of smoke with the comfort of a woodburning oven or bonfire, rather than with danger. When the children wrote about
what they are thankful for in the week leading up to Thanksgiving break, a loving family, a roof over our heads, a beautiful farm on which to
work and learn new things, good food, rain and clean air to breathe ranked high on many lists.
I, too, am flooded with relief now that the rain has brought an end to the fire season. This Thanksgiving I am filled with deep gratitude for
the farm, the farmers, and for a community of students, families and colleagues to learn, grow, and celebrate with.

Farm Stand News: Fall Harvest Market + Farm Cards
To make shopping at our very own biodynamic farm stand easier, cash-free, pre-paid Farm
Cards are now on sale for $20, $50 or $100. Buy them with a check or cash from the helper
at the Thursday mobile farm stand in the lower parking lot, or in the Finance Office. Keep it
with you or stash it in the card-holder at the farm stand, and record your purchases on the
back until you’ve reached the amount on the front.
For the full assortment of the fall harvest, visit the self-service farm stand when you’re already at school for
drop-off or pick-up! Produce is harvested by students and farmers daily. We have decorative gourds and white
pumpkins for your Autumn table, beets, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, fennel, garlic, kale and kale starts, kohlrabi,
leeks, onions, parsnips, potatoes, and squash (butternut, spaghetti, delicata). Also available is sauerkraut, delicious
salsa, nourishing bone broth, and grass-fed beef. Our farm stand is located near the end of the gravel parking lot.
Just walk up the road and you’ll see it. For assistance, call or text farmer Dana at 707- 570-5484.
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ALUMNI NEWS

Schools Are Banning My Book... BUT QUEER KIDS NEED QUEER STORIES
Maia Kobabe graduated from SWSF in the Class of 2007 and went on to complete an MFA in Comics at the California College of the
Arts. Now an accomplished author and illustrator, Maia (who uses the e, eir, em pronouns) was recently caught in the middle of a
conservative censorship battle when eir first book ‘Gender Queer: a Memoir’ became the target of a viral campaign to ban books in
school libraries. E wrote about the experience in this Opinion piece, first published in The Washington Post, October 29, 2021.
Very late on the night of
Sept. 23, I was tagged in an
Instagram video. It looked
like a city council meeting,
with an angry woman
talking about something at
a lectern. I didn’t turn the
sound on. “Here are the
sickos who wrote those awful
books,” wrote a commenter,
tagging me and another
author, Jonathan Evison.
The next morning, I woke up to emails from journalists at the
Associated Press and local D.C. news stations.
My debut graphic book, “Gender Queer: A
Memoir,” had been banned at a Fairfax
County school board meeting.
The story unfolded slowly over the next
week. I learned that Northern Virginia
had become the center of a heated debate
over transgender students’ rights, and
the protests and counter-protests at the
board meetings had already resulted in
shouting, chanted prayers and an arrest.
I learned from a Post article that one of the
Fairfax parents “chose to target ‘Gender Queer’ and
[Evison’s] ‘Lawn Boy,’ both of which happen to feature LGBTQ
characters, because she saw media coverage of the texts after
parent outcry in Texas. She then checked her children’s high
school library and saw Fairfax was offering the books, too.” One
of the charges thrown against the book was that it promoted
pedophilia—based on a single panel depicting
an erotic ancient Greek vase. Others simply
called it pornography, a common accusation
against work with themes of queer sexuality.
A week later, I found out that “Gender Queer”
had also been banned in a school district
in Florida and, within a month, it had been
challenged at schools in Rhode Island, New
Jersey, Ohio, Washington and Texas, again.
When I was on book tour in 2019, I was
asked many times, “What age of reader do
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you recommend this book
for?” I would generally
answer, “High school and
above,” but the truth is, the
readers I primarily wrote
it for were my own parents
and extended family. When
I was first coming out as
nonbinary, I kept getting
responses along the lines of,
“We love you, we support
you, but we have no idea what you are talking
about.”
I came out as queer to my mom as a senior
in high school. It took almost a decade to
also come out to her as nonbinary, even
though I had been questioning my gender
identity since I started puberty at age 11. A
major reason for this long delay between my
first coming out and my second was the lack of
visibility of trans and nonbinary identities when I
was young. By high school, I had met multiple out gay,
lesbian and bisexual people, but I didn’t meet an out trans
or nonbinary person until I was in grad school. The only place
I had access to information and stories about transgender people
was in media—mainly, in books.
In the early 2000s, I lived in a house with no TV and limited
Internet access, so I turned to my local library for entertainment.
I checked out stacks of fantasy novels and manga every week. I
was especially hungry for stories with queer characters. I devoured
“Skim” by Mariko and Jillian Tamaki, and Julie Anne Peters’s
“Luna” and “Keeping You a Secret.” I read
Howard Cruse’s masterpiece “Stuck Rubber
Baby.” There was “Paradise Kiss,” “Rainbow
Boys,” “Weetzie Bat,” “Annie on My Mind,”
“Geography Club,” “Swordspoint,” “Totally
Joe,” “Very LeFreak” and everything I could
get my hands on by David Levithan. These
books kept me company through my years of
questioning and confusion.
The American Library Association, which
tracks challenges, restrictions and bans on
books in schools and libraries, recorded

that the No. 1 most challenged book in 2020 was “Melissa”
(previously titled “George”) by Alex Gino, a narrative of a trans
elementary schooler written by a nonbinary author. Queer youth
are often forced to look outside their own homes, and outside the
education system, to find information on who they are. Removing
or restricting queer books in libraries and schools is like cutting a
lifeline for queer youth, who might not yet even know what terms
to ask Google to find out more about their own identities, bodies
and health.

Solar Car Charger Available
for Use!
We are excited to announce that the Solar Car
Charger—that Summerfield was able to obtain
through the Energy Commission Grant as part of
our transition to solar power—is available for use to
members of the Summerfield Waldorf community.
Here are a few important things to note:

• The Solar Car Charger is located in

Three weeks after I first heard about the “Gender Queer” ban at
Fairfax County Public Schools, I received this message:
“You probably won’t ever see this but I am a queer FCPS
student! My mom and I read your book. I loved it! I related
to almost everything you said. I felt so understood and
not alone. I think my mom understands me better and I’m
more confident in confiding in her since she read your
book. Thank you so much for creating your memoir!”

between the first 2 parking spots in the
secondary parking lot on the left, in front
of the Finance Office. There are two plugs
so both cars parked in those spots can
use the charger at the same time.

• Please only park in these spots when
using the charger. When you are done
charging, please re-park in a different
spot so others can use the charger
(maximum time is 2 hours).

• If you do not have an electric vehicle,
please do not park in those two spots so
they remain available for EV cars.

• This is not a supercharger. It’s good for
topping off to get home, but don’t expect
to be fully charged in 20 minutes.

• You will be charged $0.55/kWh. You will
need a Smartphone that can scan a QR
Code, or use the JuicePass app to pay.
LISTEN TO THE WASHINGTON POST’S INTERVIEW WITH MAIA HERE:

washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/10/29/schools-arebanning-my-book-queer-kids-need-queer-stories
SCROLL DOWN TO THE FOOT OF THE ARTICLE TO FIND THE PODCAST
FIND MAIA’S BOOK IN YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY OR ONLINE HERE:

• Step-by-step usage instructions are
posted on the charger.
Summerfield would like to thank Brian Gannon and
Ganrock Solar for managing this project and helping
us along every step towards going solar!

copperfieldsbooks.com/book/9781549304002
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The Light in the Window
BEACONS OF HOPE FROM THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
By Andrea Vander Pluym, Eighth Grade Teacher
The winter months
are often a time
of year during
which we are
invited, by the
shorter and colder
days, to enter
deeper reflection.
New Year’s Eve
approaches,
reina yates
and some make
resolutions geared toward improving one’s self. This inwardness
can also lead us to thinking of those less fortunate, and how
we might help ease their suffering. In eighth grade, we recently
embarked on one of the most dreadful moments in American
history: that of slavery. We studied the atrocities of
the slave trade, auctions, and life as a slave, as well as
stories of abolitionists who risked their lives to help
slaves escape their bondage.
William Still was one such individual who assisted
thousands of black slaves seeking freedom through
what is known as the Underground Railroad, a
nationwide network of abolitionists who formed
a secret network of “conductors,” safe houses and
passages out of southern slave states and to freedom
in the North, Canada, Mexico and the Bahamas.

The first of eighteen
children to be
born free, William
Still worked out
of Philadelphia,
helping the
Underground
Railroad in various
capacities. But it
is his collection of
stories that is equally
remarkable. In this
bea decosse
tome, Still recounts
the stories of slave life, escape, and freedom from the countless
lives he met through his work. He also recorded court cases, letters,
biographies of abolitionists, and more in a collection of handwritten
journals that he kept carefully hidden. Stories that would have been
long lost now survive, thanks to William Still. “The heroism and
desperate struggle that many of our people had to endure should be
kept green in the memory of this and coming generations,” he wrote.
William Still reminds us that in order to experience our evolution as a
race—the human race—we cannot forget what the past
teaches us. In order to know how far we have come
and what work remains, we must refer back to these
stories. The seed in winter also reminds us of this: That
the seed germinates in the warmth and darkness of the
earth, gathering its forces to root into what was, and
spring forth, toward the light, into what will be.
Following is student artwork and poetry excerpts from
our studies, which included details of escape tips, such
as those learned and taught by Harriet Tubman.

‘feel for the moss on the tree to go north’
by elias lerner-zehrer

Wade in the water,

POETRY EXCERPTS:
Waiting, hiding, wading,

Walk forth from the
fields,

“Freedom Bound”

Walk forth from
your work

Trudging, panting, running—
They will not stop; they will never stop.
We lose our scent in the water once again.

Into the night, dark
and stoic.

daizi zeinal

Dogs barking,
conductors directing,
we are reassured.

Wade in the water

Soon, it will be: the
sweet taste, like
molasses, like honey:

Listen to the night,
for the slight
whisper

Freedom

Of the conductor,
the beacon of hope.

Sprinting fast, neverending, we cannot
afford dragging.
We will not stop; we
will NEVER stop.
— marcus jacobs
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kalea haye

He will whisper words of freedom,
Paint a picture in your mind.
You will be hopeful, and your heart lifted.
— reina yates

The Messenger Marketplace
Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, any of the individual initiatives or services advertised
in this classified section. Advertisements are screened for appropriateness and made available to community members to use at their own discretion.

Classes/Events
Spacial Dynamics
A weekly adult movement class for wellbeing and soul nourishment, held
near the school in an outdoor space. Friday afternoons 4pm - 5.15 pm.
Classes begin Friday Jan 7 2022. Drop in available - suggested donation
$20 per session. 7 class session - Sliding scale: $220 - $160. For more
information please contact Kate Hammond 2katehammond@gmail.com or
707-481-9132.

Housing
1Br 1B Cozy Cottage for Rent in January
600 square feet. 5 minutes from Summerfield. Birdsongs heard all day!
Lovely garden. Beautiful tiled kitchen & bathroom, open floor plan, vaulted
ceilings. Concrete & bamboo floors. $1765.00 includes electric & garbage.
Please contact us kasitalinda12@gmail.com.

WALDORF TUTOR

I’m a 2017 Summerfield graduate with
years of experience tutoring Waldorf
students from first grade through high
school levels. I specialize in reading
comprehension, writing skills, and
history. I help with main lesson book
content, essays, research reports, and
grammar basics. I also teach creative
writing, journalism, college application
essays, and SAT prep. Homeschool
curriculum available upon request.

Bronwyn Simmons
Email: bronwyns@sonic.net
Phone: (845) 517-7983
Rate: $45/hour
Available online or in-person.
Can meet outdoors.

Services Needed/Offered
Singing and Piano Instruction with Mary Beard
An experienced teacher, a Summerfield Waldorf School founding parent
and original creator of the school’s instrumental music program. My studio
is located in Santa Rosa. Please visit my website marybeardmusicstudio.
com or contact me at marymezzo@sonic.net or 707-546-8782.
String Instruments of All Kinds for Sale and Rent

REALTOR

Rick Concoff Violins serving Sonoma County and Summerfield for over 30
years. Call: 707-477-9196.

®

Rachel Moore
license #02039610

707•799•2923
rachel.moore@corcorangl.com

Parent, Child and Teen Life Coaching
Teens!!! Learn more about “Peer Mentoring”. Rick Concoff, Ma
707-477-9196. rickconcoff.com.

TIMOTHY HEDGES
TOP PRODUCER • REAL ESTATE BROKER

MY PLEDGE:

On every closed transaction, I will make a
charitable donation to SWSF.

Estates, Unique Properties, Acreage,
Ranches, Relocation, “Off Market Listings”
timothy@vanguardsonoma.com

707.696.7325 | DRE #01368460

Advertise in the Messenger
Summerfield’s Messenger newsletter is published once a month
during the school year, and has a distribution list of 1,000 people!
If you are interested in advertising in the Messenger, please visit
our website at summerfieldwaldorf.org/newsletter, or email
messenger@summerfieldwaldorf.org for more information.

707.695.7000
amee@vanguardsonoma.com
DRE #01418087

Messenger
655 Willowside Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
editor/designer:
Adam MacKinnon

visit us online at

www.summerfieldwaldorf.org

Looking for the Perfect Gift?
Choose the 2022
Waldorf Wall Calendar
“i look forward to gifting the waldorf calendar each year.
it’s such a treasure to breathe in the sweetness seen through the
eyes of our children. as we schedule ourselves in our daily lives,
we can pause to appreciate the seasonal moments captured by our
children. thank you to the artists and summerfield waldorf for
nurturing this path.” — kim casey

Once again we are publishing our fine-arts wall calendar, showcasing the
exceptional work of Summerfield’s students. It’s a great way to show your pride
in our school to display this Calendar at home, or share it with friends.
Every class, from kindergarten to twelfth, is represented by a main monthly calendar
image—as a result, the reader gets to see the journey through the
grades that students experience. One gets a palpable sense of emotional depth
gained and new skills mastered. A comprehensive set of introductory pages outlines
the general sense of the curriculum, along with the specific artistic projects tackled,
and explains why each project meets the developing child at every stage.
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How wonderful to have a concise illustration of what is so special about a Waldorf
education! These are the ‘pictures worth a thousand words’ to show to curious
grandparents, or to explain your child’s school to baffled work colleagues—a
gorgeous 15-month calendar and personal Art Gallery that will adorn the wall of
any kitchen, home office or workspace.
Order your copies for family and friends, today! Price $18 each ($15 for 10+).

SUMMERFIELDWALDORF.ORG/2022WALLCALENDAR
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