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2022 Summerfield
Waldorf Wall Calendar
One of over 1,000 Waldorf schools worldwide,
Summerfield Waldorf
School & Farm was founded in 1974 in
beautiful Sonoma County,
Northern California.
After two challenging years, may this Arts
Calendar bring imagination
to your days and inspiration and hope
from the Summerfield Waldorf
community to all communities going into
2022.
This 15-month calendar spans January
2022–March 2023, and
showcases student work in the fine arts
from kindergarten through
high school at Summerfield Waldorf School
& Farm, illustrating how
art is integral to the Waldorf curriculum.
Each grade is represented
throughout, while the comprehensive
introduction gives a picture of
the richness and depth of the Waldorf
curriculum.
To learn more about Waldorf and to find
schools in your area,
please visit the Association of Waldorf
Schools of North America:
waldorfeducation.org.
To purchase calendars, please contact
Adam or Sarah
in the Main Office of Summerfield Waldorf
School & Farm,
(707) 575–7194 or calendar@summerfieldwaldorf.org.
ORDER ONLINE: SUMMERFIELDWALDORF.ORG/

2022WALLCALENDAR

Published by Summerfield
Waldorf School & Farm © 2021
summerfield is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit

A sincere thank you to all the teachers at
Summerfield for
their help with artwork and curriculum
descriptions, to parents
for giving permission for their children’s
art to be published,
and to the students themselves for their
beautiful work!
Artwork Photography: Paul Freitas

Moon phases are based
on Pacific Standard Time.

New
Moon

First
Quarter

Full
Moon

Last
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Calendar Coordinator, Editor, Designer:
Adam MacKinnon
Calendar Sales: Adam MacKinnon, Sarah
Hill
Faculty Consultant: Saskia Pothof
Printed by Barlow Printing on 30% post-consumer
waste recycled paper using soy-based inks.

Once again we are publishing the school’s fine-arts wall calendar.
After two challenging years, may this Arts Calendar bring imagination to your days and
artistic inspiration, moving into 2022, for our families and for Waldorf communities around
the country.
The 15-month calendar covers January 2022–March 2023, and every grade from
kindergarten through twelfth is represented by large monthly images, insets in the monthly
grids and capsule pictures that illustrate introductory pages outlining the Waldorf art
curriculum.
The artwork is all by students and comes from the 2020-21 school year. Teachers shortlisted
recommended paintings and drawings from their classes—the quality of art in the school
is so high that unfortunately many fine works were not able to be included. It was a hard
task to narrow down the choices, but we feel the final selection truly honors the outstanding
creativity of our students of all ages.
Here is an excerpt from the introduction to the Calendar:
Rudolf Steiner, founder of the Waldorf schools, suggested that teachers begin the first day
of first grade by introducing children to their hands, saying “You have two hands… These are
for working. You can do all kinds of things with them.” He explained that this could form an
introduction to their very first drawing lesson, a chance to demonstrate how skillful their
hands can be. He went on to explain that our hands are more free than all the other parts of
our bodies, and so they can work not only for us as individuals but, more importantly, to help
others and indeed be of service to the whole world.
The Calendar will get back from the printers in a couple of weeks. Place your order, and we’ll
mail it right out to you, in plenty of time for Christmas. Calendars are $18 each, and $15 each
for orders of 10 or more. Order at summerfieldwaldorf.org/2022WallCalendar.

ORDER ONLINE AT

— Adam MacKinnon, SWSF Calendar Coordinator

SUMMERFIELDWALDORF.ORG/2022WALLCALENDAR

SUMMERFIELD WALDORF SCHOOL & FARM’S ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN
With sincere gratitude, it is an honor to reach out to engage our parent community in support
of our SWSF Annual Giving Campaign (AGC). The AGC is the first gift we ask of all members of our
school community because it provides vital operating support, and ensures that Summerfield
thrives year after year.
Please see the article below from our AGC Chairperson Dave Traver on why this campaign is so
important for the school.
And if you have questions about AGC or how you can help, please contact me… I welcome the
opportunity to discuss charitable giving with you!
Warmly,
~ Hayden Terstegge, Development Associate • hayden@summerfieldwaldorf.org • 575-7194 x105

Supporting the Art of Education
WHY OUR ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN MATTERS
By Dave Traver, AGC Chairperson
I am grateful for this opportunity to help support Summerfield
Waldorf School & Farm by being your Chair for this year’s Annual
Giving Campaign.
My daughters Maria and Nellie are in Class Nine. Two years ago
we were new to Summerfield and new to the world of Waldorf as
well. We were hopeful, but we really did not know what to expect.
Our hope paid off. I am thankful that we found Summerfield,
and that it is working so well for us, especially in these strange
and difficult times. I am especially grateful for the kindness the
Summerfield community has shown to our entire family.
I know that many of you are also familiar with Annual Giving
Campaign, so please forgive me if the rest of this is somewhat
redundant, but I do appreciate your support!
Could you please take the time to read through the rest
of this? Right now, more than ever, we need to show our love
and support for our amazing community. If after reading this you
still have any questions, please contact me by phone or email (see
below). I am happy to answer any and all questions.
What is the Annual Giving Campaign (AGC)? The AGC is an
annual fundraising activity in which we ask that the Summerfield
community members, including faculty, staff, parents, alumni,
alumni families, and the interested public, to contribute a taxdeductible donation to the school, in addition to tuition.
2020 was not an easy year and 2021 has been a wild ride.
Who could have possibly anticipated that fires and a global
pandemic with new variants would happen all at once, with such
impact on our lives? Like many Sonoma County schools, we are
experiencing an unprecedented decrease in enrollment. The gap
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between what tuition brings in and what the school needs to
operate now, and for years to come, is growing. You and I know
this has been an extremely difficult experience for many. But it
has also brought out the best in us. We hold together strongly as a
community, and we continue to support each other with kindness
and generosity.
Our intention with this campaign is to continue to support
Summerfield’s culture of giving, rather than increasing tuition. The
Annual Giving Campaign is a way that you and I donate outside
of tuition so our school can structure and plan for reopening,
maintain excellence in educational programming, and support
families that need tuition assistance. It also helps our community
support those who may have lost their home in a fire, or reach out
to a family that has struggled during the pandemic. So while this
is a fundraising effort, it is really a way that our community wraps
all of us in the warmth of compassion in this time of need, while
sharing hope for our bright future.
Why is it necessary? Summerfield’s Governance Council
and Board take seriously the school’s status as a charitable
nonprofit and strongly believe that the vision of inclusiveness

and affordability that has held from its founding must continue
to be a core part of the school’s mission. Therefore, there is a
intentional gap between the costs of operation and what tuition
alone covers. Tuition has always been remarkably low for an
independent school, more comparable with parochial schools
enjoying support from a broader organization. This is intentional.
Summerfield serves families who want their children to have a
Waldorf education and to be part of Summerfield’s particular
community and culture. We all help make this mission a reality by
contributing.
Our ability to continue to fulfill our mission depends on the
willingness of all of us, all community members, to support
the school philanthropically. All contributions are critical and
immensely appreciated!
How much should I give?
We ask and expect everyone
to give at the level that
expresses their commitment
to the ongoing success of
Summerfield and its mission
to provide an affordable
education to those who want
it. However, no donation is
too large or too small! The
suggested donation is $1,000$1,800 or the average cost
of one month’s tuition. This
year we are asking you to
stretch and give more than
last year. We recognize that
some families cannot afford to give more than tuition, but it is still
important to contribute to the AGC. So again, no donations are
too large or too small. We hope that if you are able to donate more
than the recommended amount, you can. All gifts are needed and
appreciated!
Are my pledges and contributions confidential? The amounts
you pledge and give are confidential. However, Summerfield will
send me weekly updates to classes as to who has given.
What is our goal and where do the AGC dollars go? The
school-wide goals this year are $300,000, with 100% participation
from families, faculty, staff and Board. Every member of the
Governance
Council, the Board,
the faculty and
staff make pledges
every year. Please
join them with
your giving. The
AGC donations go
directly into the
current annual

operating budget
to support existing
operating needs
such as faculty
and staff salaries,
tuition assistance,
grounds, building
maintenance, etc.
How do I make my pledge and donation?
•

Donations may be made as a one-time gift payable now or in
monthly or quarterly pledge payments;

•

Please make your pledge now, but no later than December 15,
2021. A pledge is a promise to pay that is as binding as writing a
check for this campaign. You can pledge in 2021, but pay on or
before the end of our fiscal year, May 31, 2022;

•

You may make a donation by cash, check, credit card (Mastercard,
VISA, Amex), PayPal and debit card or by making a pledge;

•

The remittance envelope in your mail will have the AGC brochure
and the payment options;

•

You may go to the Giving page on the school’s website:
summerfieldwaldorf.org/giving

•

Payments by cash or check are most helpful because the school is
charged a 2-3% transaction fee on credit card payments, but all
options are appreciated;

•

You may also make a donation of stock. (Please contact the Finance
office for directions on transferring stock);

•

Some employers will match their employee’s giving. Please check
with your employer and email or send matching giving forms with
your donation.

Can anybody give to our Annual Giving Campaign? Yes! If
you would like support from us in reaching out to donors outside
of the Summerfield community, please let me know and the
Development Office will help you with that process.
Are there class incentives? Of course! There is a class
incentive fund for all classes reaching 100% pledge participation
by December 15, 2021 and pledge fulfillment by May 31, 2022.
Each class that reaches 100% participation by December 15th will
receive $500 for their class fund!
I deeply thank you for taking the time to support this
effort. It is one of the ways that Summerfield continues to be such
a magical place for little ones, while it continues building a strong
educational foundation for our students
as they change every day, before our eyes,
into intelligent, strong and caring adults.
~ Dave Traver,
Annual Giving Campaign Chair, 2021-22
(h) 707-300-6400, (c) 262-309-0716
dave@davetraver.com
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Rhythms of Relating and Caring
AN INSIGHT INTO THE WORLD OF OUR YOUNGEST CHILDREN AT SUMMERFIELD
By Kate Hammond, Roots & Shoots Teacher

Down is the earth and up is the sky
There are my friends and here am I.
These words spoken every morning in our Roots

classes builds relationship and the children

and Shoots classes as a way to greet the day,

look forward to the weekly class with growing

honor the traditional land of the Pomo people

anticipation, the rhythm anchoring them in

and be together in community as individuals.

their week. Being connected means to be in

Parents, children and teachers stand in a

relationship with another person, in a direct and

circle with gratitude for this opportunity to

supportive way. Many of the youngest children

be together. Although this year the Roots and

enjoy coming to class with their mommy, daddy

Shoots classes (for families with children from

or caring grownup. They know they will visit

9 months-three years old) are off campus,

with Ms Kate and play with friends. In these

they are held close by, and retain a strong link

years of the pandemic we know how crucial it is

to Summerfield. Relationships that may last

for children to be in community and to learn to

they feel safe and secure. All our classes follow

decades are begun in humble ways during our

be together. The adults stand by to support and

predictable rhythms as the morning unfolds.

time together in these parent and child classes.

nurture these growing connections.

Occasionally the rhythm might change—for a

One aspect that the new school year brings is

Daniel J. Siegel and Tina Payne Bryson talk

the transition from home to school. How can

about creating a “safe harbor” for a child. In

we make this a happy and joyful transition for

the Roots and Shoots classes the parent is this

our youngest children? In early childhood we

safe place from whence the child can venture

Building relationship with a child also takes

consider what is known as “continuity of care”.

in the world. What happens when they turn

place in space. In our Early Childhood workdays

This means that the child will flourish when

three and have the chance to attend school on

families traditionally come together and work

they have a consistent relationship with one

their own, being dropped off in the morning? In

alongside one another. This gives the teacher

teacher. For instance, some of the children in

these parent-and-child classes, we feel that it is

many opportunities to be in close contact with

the Roots and Shoots program are entering their

possible to create a bridge to assist the child in

the children who are always eager to help! For

third year with Ms Kate. When infants first join

this transition. This bridge is the relationship

the older children who will be dropped off,

the program, they begin to look out towards the

between child and teacher.

we offer visiting days—a chance to be with the

wider world from the safety of their mothers’
arms. Gradually as they begin to crawl or walk
they are able to approach others and build new
relationships with people beyond the family
circle. Similarly, in kindergarten our intention
is to place children of a family with the same
teacher—another way to create continuity and

Relationships are created through connecting
over time and also in space. As we have seen,
the regular rhythm of attending a class serves
to build this relationship. We could say more
contact would build a stronger relationship;
however, one of the aspects of attending school

teacher kate with child in roots and shoots

celebration or a festival; however, as teachers,
we establish the daily or weekly rhythms first, in
order to create a firm foundation.

teacher without other children being present. As
a teacher of the youngest children I know that, if
a child feels comfortable, they will be happy if I
sit close to them as they “cook” in the sandbox,
or will come and snuggle in close on the swing
seat.

longer lasting relationships.

is that the child is dropped off and picked up—

After snack is another opportunity for direct

that the child learns to say goodbye and that

connection through the caring gesture of

Nurturing a sense of connection brings about

his or her grownup will return to pick her up.

washing a child’s hands with a lavender-scented

a feeling of safety for the children. How do

For some children this is a challenging rhythm

wash cloth. I offer the cloth and invite the child

we do this? The rhythm of attending regular

to get used to! From the safe harbor of being

to place his hands in its warmth. The Hungarian

home, they are launched into the world alone.

paediatrician, Dr. Emmi Pikler, was the first

The teacher then steps into a caring role. Once

person to speak of how bodily care (such as

the child feels secure in this rhythm of being

handwashing, feeding, diapering) are profound

without mommy, and then reconnecting, they

opportunities for relationship building. In this

begin to enjoy this time in the wider community

way, bodily care becomes a respectful act of

of friends and teachers.

reciprocity—I care for you with your consent and

In Waldorf early childhood we know the
reassurance that regular rhythms can bring.
When children know what is going to happen
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participation. We all know how the success of a
relationship is based on mutuality and response.
And the young child feels safe and connected
when life is rhythmic, predictable and caring.

Important School Reminders
Travel Guidelines
If you are travelling
during the upcoming Fall/
Thanksgiving break, please be
aware of the travel guidelines which
may require your child to self-quarantine for 7 days after
your return. Please plan accordingly.

Indra and the Battle
with Vritra, the Dragon
THE FIFTH GRADERS CREATE AN IMPROMPTU PLAY
By Laura Sternik, Fifth Grade Teacher
A few weeks ago, the parents of Class Five expressed some
sadness at not being able to come and share in our Michaelmas
celebration. As I had just told my class the Indian story of “Indra
and the Battle with Vritra, the Dragon”, I suggested to the children
that we write a short play based on that exciting tale and perform
it for the Class Five parents.
With much enthusiasm—never in short supply in my class—and
oodles of imagination we put together a tiny play in a few weeks.
Last Friday we were able to show how mighty Indra slew not only
the dastardly dragon, but also the pesky giants who were plaguing
the people. In the end, the god brings new rain and new life back
to the parched earth.
In the manner in which each individual took up their part and how
creatively they expressed it in movement, it was clear that every
moment of this play belonged to the children of Class Five. We
were all delighted. It was truly a happy Michaelmas time!
painting of indra and the dragon by luca schmidt

Masks

XXXX

Please make sure to provide
your child(ren) with an extra
mask to bring to school each
day. We have an emergency
supply of surgical masks that
is dwindling, as students either
forget to bring a mask to school
or they lose their mask during the school day, happening
on a regular basis.

Colder Temperatures and Rainy Weather
With fall in the air and winter on
the horizon, it has been very cold on
campus in the mornings. We also need
to leave doors and windows open in
the classrooms for proper circulation,
which adds to the freshness of the
morning air temperature. Please make
sure your child(ren) wear extra layers
of clothing to school, that they bring their rain pants,
coats, and boots, and help them remember to take it all
home at the end of the day. Thank you!

Essential Business Only on Campus
Per our Covid protocols, parents
should only come on campus
by invitation or appointment.
This includes ECE drop-off and
pick-up, by appointment or
arrangement with a faculty or
staff member, or for a class event
such as a parent evening. This is especially important
during the school day when all students are on campus.
Feel free to call the office if you have something to drop
off, we can come get it from you at one of the drop-off
spots.
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Sustainable Agriculture
MEMBERS OF THE GREEN TEAM INTERVIEW GARDENING & PERMACULTURE
TEACHER RONNI SANDS FOR THE SEVENTH GRADE NEWSPAPER
By Hannah Rosenberg-Fox and Peyton Kenyon, Seventh Grade students
During our interview with Ronni Sands, we were given a new perspective on sustainable
agriculture. We ended the interview feeling refreshed and educated with our new-found
passion for saving our planet. Not only did Ronni open our eyes to environmental issues,
she instilled hope by showing us how to fix the problems of those who came before us.
Sometimes we are told it is not our duty to save the earth, when in retrospect, we, as the
next generation, have the responsibility to leave the planet better than we found it. As the Dalai Lama once said:
“It’s our collective and individual responsibility...to preserve and tend to the world in which we all live.”
This quote specifically spoke to us when we read it, as it describes how, as individuals, we can make a difference, and we as a people can
change the world. When you read this quote, I hope it sparks an interest in ways you can make a difference and realize that the things you
might take for granted have greater impacts than you could ever imagine. Simple things, like buying apples at a grocery store, could have
environmental setbacks, like polluting the air and making a carbon footprint. Just think, the apple grew, then it may have been treated
with pesticides, packed into boxes, loaded into a truck—which could have traveled through many states and or even countries—to go onto
shelves in your local store. This process creates air pollution, ruins soil, and induces your carbon footprint. In conclusion, try to find items
in your grocery store that have been grown/made locally and try buying at your local farmers market.
Eating organic is not only better for your health, it is better for the environment. We know that organic food is more expensive, so we have put
together a list of foods [below right] which you don’t have to get organic, but can still help maintain a healthy diet; as well as foods you should
definitely get organic.
Building your own winter garden is one of the simplest things you can do to reduce your carbon footprint and help the environment. Not
only can you build a garden, but you can also do wonders by recycling organic material and scraps you find in your home and yard. Here
are some ways and step-by-step tutorials to achieve this plan.
If you are interested in learning more on a topic and you have a question, feel free to contact us for ideas on our next article.

WINTER GARDEN
1. Use materials that rebuild soil and regenerate life
•
•
•

First build a compost pile/worm box. Create your own organic
fertilizer.
Compost is created from greens and browns: Carbon and
Nitrogen.
The earthworms and microorganisms will turn it into humus
(finished compost)

2. Here are some ways you can reduce your carbon footprint:

These foods should be
avoided as much as
possible if they are nonorganic.
1.--Strawberries
2.--Spinach
3.--Kale/Collard/Mustard
Greens
4.--Cabbage
5.--Apples

•

Use less energy in your house or place of residence

6.--Grapes

•

Use less water (see next page for tips)

7.--Cherries

•

Try to go zero waste (not buying things with packing and
basically not making any garbage)

8.--Peaches

3. Lastly, here are some organizations that are pro-environment
that you can donate to:
•

Go Local

•

Nature conservancy

•

Ocean conservancy

THE DIRTY DOZEN
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9.--Pears
10.--Bell and Hot Peppers
11.--Celery
12.--tomatoes
THE CLEAN FIFTEEN

These foods are ok to buy
non-organic but should be
avoided if given the chance.
1.--Avocados
2.--Sweet Corn
3.--Pineapple
4.--Nectarines
5.--Onions
6.--Sweet Peas
7.--Papayas
8.--Asparagus
9.--Mangoes
10.--Eggplant
11.--Honeydew
12.--Kiwi
13.--Cantaloupe
14.--Cauliflower
15.--Broccoli

Green Team
By Ronni Sands, Gardening &
Permaculture Teacher
The High School Green Team has not been
idle during this past year and are now
meeting in person. We have been joined by
a group of seventh and eighth graders, so
we now have a seventh-twelfth grade group
of students carrying us forward. Speaking of
idle, we have taken up the question of cars
idling in the parking lot. We are asking all
parents to STOP idling, and students have
been working on posters to display in order
to remind you.
Did you know that idling causes air pollution that is bad for human health and local air
quality? Vehicle exhaust is especially bad for children and can cause lung and respiratory
problems as well as aggravate asthma and allergies. CO2 emissions from vehicle exhaust
are primary contributors to Climate Change. So let’s find alternative ways. We want to find
solutions to pollution!
Green Team is also seeking Parent Volunteers to join our Green Council, a collaboration
of parents and students meeting on Zoom to understand Climate Change and what we
can do. There are many skills and services in our parent body. Please share your ideas for
cooling the planet. To join, email ronni@summerfieldwaldorf.org.
And here are a few suggestions for water-saving from Hannah in the seventh grade:

Farm Stand News
By Farmer Dana

Gourds and Squash
and Pumpkins!
Please come visit the farm
stand after drop-off or before
pick-up and do some vegetable
shopping. Our produce is
harvested by students and
farmers daily!
Our farm stand is located at the
end of the road at the end of the
gravel parking lot.
We just harvested our first
round of potatoes. We also have
onions, garlic, tomatoes, apples,
kale, carrots, beets, sauerkraut,
potatoes, kale, and delicata
squash.
Also available is delicious salsa,
nourishing bone broth, and
grass-fed beef. For assistance,
call or text farmer Dana at (707)
570-5484.

Saving our earth is no small task. This topic could make you feel overwhelmed and like
there is nothing you can do to fix it. But with inspiring activists and environmentalists
on the side of change, this is just the start of ways we can raise awareness. There are
plenty of ways you could help out. Even if it is as simple as taking shorter showers,
these small actions can go a long way. People start to think that one person is not
contributing to environmental issues, but since everyone has this same attitude about
the environment, it has become a worldwide emergency in the form of waste and
debris. Just because these issues are not as visible in everyday lives does not mean they
are less important, and with your interest and support we are a step toward a change.
Below there are listed ways you can support your community with ways to help:
•

Wash produce and dishes in a bowl to water your garden with.

•

Take shorter showers.

•

Put a bucket under the shower when the water is heating up, to use later.

•

Turn off water when brushing teeth/washing face, etc.

•

Use reusable containers and water bottles.

•

Buy products using less plastic.

•

Volunteer or donate to environmentalist organizations.

Boys Middle
School Basketball
Schedule
Come out
and cheer
them on!
Thursday, November 4, at 4pm:
vs Harvest Christian at SCDS
Monday, November 8, at 4pm:
at SCDS
Wednesday, November 10, at 4pm:
at Windsor Christian Academy
Monday, November 15:
at Windsor Christian Academy
Tuesday, November 30, at 5pm:
vs Spring Lake Middle School at
SCDS
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Acorns and Mighty Oaks
THE ACORN FESTIVAL & OUR SEVENTH GRADERS’ POEMS ON THE OAK TREE
By Ronni Sands, Gardening & Permaculture Teacher
Ritual and celebration hold us in the cycles of the seasons and are expressed through
dance, story, prayer, song and food. Many of the Native People of California celebrate the
Acorn Festival at this time of year. For hundreds of years, Native People have gathered
together to give thanks and dedication to the new year’s gathering of acorns. Julia Parker
who lived in Yosemite says, “We have a feeling about our acorn. When the acorn does
come, there’s dances and songs. We take from the earth, we give back to the earth, and we
say thank you.”
There are sixteen different species of Oaks in California. The Black Oak acorn is the
preferred one, having increased nutritional value. Acorns are gathered, not collected, by the native peoples. Gathering is respectfully taking
only what you need and respectfully giving back for what you take. Collecting can mean thoughtless hoarding, without care or respect.
When one gathers responsibly, and shares, there is possibility for future generations.
The ritual for processing acorns was passed down through the generations. After the gathering of the acorns, they are dried in the sun, then
shelled, winnowed to remove the skins, pounded with rocks to make flour, and then put into baskets or sacks and left in the flowing creek
to rinse away the tannins. This flour is a highly nutritious food that feeds the community throughout the year.
Acorns, the seed of the great Oak Tree, still lives as ritual and sustenance for Native People. I can imagine the deep connections that one
has with the land when this interdependence and respect continues to live in a community.
I want to stop my busy life, sit under the branches of the Great Oak, carefully gather and process acorns and live into this ritual, finding my
place in this shifting cycle of time.

Oak Trees in Our Permaculture Garden

The Oak

Here the Oak tree stands

Here I stand.

Upright and free,

Firm.

Reaching for the sky,

Strong.

Leaves as green as a forest,

Looking over everything.

Limbs branching out of the

My long spindly branches reaching down. Down to the earth.

Sturdy, strong trunk.

Down where my roots stretch below. Searching for water.

The Oak is strong and confident,

The curvy, intricate leaves, filling my canopy.

growing with little help,

The little fuzzy clumps of moss living on the end of the old boughs.

Making its own path.

Here.

The Oak will soon join

Here is where I stand.

Its other tree friends,

This is my home.

Losing its leaves,

My life.

Becoming bare

Right here.

Against the blue, autumn sky.

— owen noble
8 • messenger • oct 2021 •

— olive munden

Update from the Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Group
The healthy social life is found
Waldorf Schools breathed
new life into education for
over one hundred years
through an understanding
of the child as a spiritual
being.

When in the mirror of each Human soul
The whole community finds its reflection
And when in the community
The virtue of each one is living.
— Rudolf Steiner

The Association of Waldorf
Schools of North America
(AWSNA) as well as many Waldorf educators today
believe it is time for a new impulse to enter our schools
to keep them vital and relevant in our changing world
while keeping alive the image of the developing child
that is the center of our education.

Equality vs Equity:
Equality means that everyone
is treated exactly same way
regardless of race, ethnicity,
gender, religion etc.
Equity means everyone is
provided what they need to
succeed.

Inclusion:
Create a welcoming classroom in which everyone’s
diverse experience is valued and appreciated.

Here are a few definitions which will help you
understand the DEI (Diversity, Equality & Inclusion)
work:

Summerfield’s DEI committee has been working
together during the past 4 years to help our school
become more conscious about the importance of
diversity, equity and inclusion.

Diversity:

Some of our goals for the 2021–2022 school year include
the following:

Diversity brings new ideas and experiences into the
classroom and school.
There are several types of diversity.
•

Cultural Diversity

•

Racial Diversity

•

Religious Diversity

•

Age Diversity

•

Gender Diversity

•

Sexual Orientation

•

Disability

•

Invite Native American speakers

•

Tell stories about the origin of Thanksgiving

•

Become aware of festivals from religions and
cultures and celebrate them (such as Chinese New
Year)

•

Lower & High school classes might create a
community “Montage” with the coming year’s MLK
theme, “Out of a mountain of despair, a stone of
hope”

•

Women’s history month

•

LGBTQ+ awareness and speakers
The DEI committee
welcomes questions,
thoughts and support.
~ Don Basmajian,
for the DEI Group

POSTERS MADE BY STUDENTS TO HONOR
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY & BLACK HISTORY
MONTH 2021.
MIRA SUGINO (LEFT),
AHSHAYLA SOUSA (MIDDLE),
SCARLETT LANGLEY (RIGHT)
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Climate Studies in
the Twelfth Grade
HOW ARE WE PREPARING OUR STUDENTS
FOR A FUTURE THAT IS EVER-CHANGING?
By Ronni Sands, Gardening & Permaculture Teacher
The Twelfth Grade Environmental Studies course on Climate Change has been an
interesting journey of conversation, reflection, research and presentations. We still have
many weeks to go, and I wonder how we will all be different at its conclusion.
What future are we preparing our students for? Since that is hard to answer, I will ask
another question. How do we prepare our students for a future that is ever-changing and
uncertain?
The seniors do not sit unaware. As they struggled to answer questions about Climate
Change, they went strongly in the direction of solutions. Together we embarked on a
journey of research, dividing up the tasks and then sharing the knowledge found. Through
essays, research, and presentations, we became a collective of information and inspiration.
That knowledge will have to make its way into the world through “Climate Conversations.”
Please ask seniors to speak with you on the subject of their research. Topics that students
chose to explore were:
Zero Waste: Living with Less and Not Leaving a Mess — Angelina Rubio
Sustainable Agriculture vs. Industrial Agriculture — Vivianne Dean
Paleoclimatology: Climate Disruption in History — Haotian Kong
Forests, Soil and Erosion: the Sequestering of Carbon — Cruz Leras
Birds, Biodiversity and their Role in the Ecosystem — Zoey Sugino
Renewable Energy: Solar, Wind, Geothermal — Quince Wu
Trees as Living Beings — Fredi Mrazik
Permafrost: How to Save It — Theo MacKinnon
Rainwater Catchment: How to Save Water in a Drought — Dakota Freeman
Urban Development: Giving Attention to Culture and Ecology — Farranika Barnum
Ishmael: The Gorilla Speaks About Climate Change — Ben Sarner
Veganism: A Diet for a Hot Planet — Melissa Candelaria
We all sit in an arena of learning at this critical moment in history. Will our young people
be problem-solvers who care for the earth and the community by staying motivated and
invested, no matter how big the challenges? From what I see in our senior class, I believe
they will meet the future with urgency, insight and action.
This gives me hope.
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Atmospheric River
and Aftermath
By Lisa Hensley,
on behalf of Facilities
With the epic storm last Sunday,
Summerfield’s parking lot quickly
flooded and the school lost
power. Sunday afternoon, a PG&E
lineman drove into the school and
reported that a tree had fallen on
the school’s power line out in the
flooded field and was underwater.
They could not gain access to
the area to make any repair until
the water receded which they
anticipated to be several days.
Without power for extended
periods of time, the school does not
have water, heat or fire protection
systems and is unable to operate,
so we had to cancel school last
Monday and Tuesday.
By Tuesday morning, the flood
waters still hadn’t receded enough
for PG&E to gain access to make the
repair, but they heard our need to
get back online and reopen. By 2pm,
they had obtained a generator from
Sacramento that was big enough
to power the entire school and had
it in place just in case we needed
it. At the same time a repair crew
brought in a large specialty vehicle
that could drive in the swamp
without sinking that had a bucket
on it so they could cut away the
fallen tree and make the repair. By
5pm our power was restored! We
are grateful to PG&E for making us
a priority so we could get back to
business as quickly as possible.

The Messenger Marketplace
Summerfield Waldorf School and Farm is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, any of the individual initiatives or services advertised
in this classified section. Advertisements are screened for appropriateness and made available to community members to use at their own discretion.

Housing
3 Br 2Ba House for Rent in Bennett Valley
Former substitute teacher at Mill Valley Waldorf School, Sara
McConneloug, is offering this cared-for 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home that
includes established fruit trees and organic soil. $3300.00 Please contact
Sara at 572greenflowers@gmail.com or call 415.455.8833.

Services Needed/Offered

707.695.7000
amee@vanguardsonoma.com
DRE #01418087

Singing and Piano Instruction with Mary Beard
An experienced teacher, a Summerfield Waldorf School founding parent
and original creator of the school’s instrumental music program. My studio
is located in Santa Rosa. Please visit my website marybeardmusicstudio.
com or contact me at marymezzo@sonic.net or 707-546-8782.
String Instruments of All Kinds for Sale and Rent
Rick Concoff Violins serving Sonoma County and Summerfield for over 30
years. Call: 707-477-9196.

TIMOTHY HEDGES
TOP PRODUCER • REAL ESTATE BROKER

MY PLEDGE:

Parent, Child and Teen Life Coaching

On every closed transaction, I will make a
charitable donation to SWSF.

Teens!!! Learn more about “Peer Mentoring”. Rick Concoff, Ma
707-477-9196. rickconcoff.com.

Estates, Unique Properties, Acreage,
Ranches, Relocation, “Off Market Listings”
timothy@vanguardsonoma.com

707.696.7325 | DRE #01368460

Youth Orchestras at the Santa Rosa Symphony
The Santa Rosa Symphony Institute for Music Education offers 5 youth
ensembles for musicians of all ages and levels. Whether you have never
held an instrument before or are ready to play solos on the concert hall
stage, we have an ensemble that is right for you. Students range in age from
5-23 and learn from some of the finest music educators in the area.
srsymphony.org/Education-Community/Training-Young-Musicians

Discover why Pickleball
is the Fastest-Growing
Sport in America!

Advance with Adam!
Advertise in the Messenger
Summerfield’s Messenger newsletter is published once a month
during the school year, and has a distribution list of 1,000 people!
If you are interested in advertising in the Messenger, please visit
our website at summerfieldwaldorf.org/newsletter, or email
messenger@summerfieldwaldorf.org for more information.

iptpa-certified instructor

Pickleball Coaching
for players of all levels

adammackinnon@gmail.com

Messenger
655 Willowside Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
Editor/Designer:
Adam MacKinnon

visit us online at

www.summerfieldwaldorf.org

